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H

oop skirts swish as Living History
interpreters drop piping-hot dutch
oven biscuits onto a waiting plate. Nearby, children crank the handle of a glass
butter-churn, waiting for the cream to
separate and send tell-tale golden bits
floating to the top.
Across the Museum campus, strains
of banjo and accordion set feet tapping
to traditional tunes, while eager young
hands reach for gold panning tubs. This
is the 45th Annual FOLK ARTS FAIR!
Set for June 2-3, families are invited
to step back in time and learn skills
from frontier Arizona. Demonstrations
and activities are set up throughout the
Museum campus, ranging from blacksmithing and print-making to basket-
weaving and tin-punching.
New activities have been added to

the festival’s classic repertoire of tin-punching,
cornhusk doll-making and cattle branding.
Youngsters (and their parents!) are invited to try their
hands at a variety of historical games
from the 19th-20th centuries, as well as
print making and creating their own
miniature “Village of Traditions” in
cardboard and colored paper, complete
with models of the Governor’s Mansion, Gazebo, Ranch House and more.
FOLK ARTS FAIR runs Saturday,
June 2, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, June 3, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $9 for adults, $5 for Museum
members, and free for youth 17-under.
Don’t miss this trip back to earlier
times, perfect for the whole family!

90-Year Celebration, June 11

I

t was on a Monday in 1928 that Sharlot
Hall opened the door to the “Gubernatorial Mansion Museum” and welcomed
her first guest.
On a Monday this year, June 11, the
community will celebrate 90 years of the
Museum that now bears her name with
a day of entertainment, special activities,
and events.
Continued on page 3
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DIRECTOR’S NOTEBOOK

T

he Greek philosopher Heraclitus (c.500BC) is credited
with the observation, “...the only
thing in life that is constant, is
change.” This is a philosophy to
which I wholeheartedly concur––
which is a good thing considering the recent developments respecting the construction of
the Education Center.
As you may recall, I reported previously in this column
that – with $2 million in funds secured for the project – we
had contracted for the final design and engineering plans,
with an eye towards commencing construction in the second
half of this calendar year.
Shortly thereafter, the civil engineering firm engaged for
the project reported that the stability of the soil on which the
building is to be constructed will not support the building
without the potential for excessive settlement. This, of course,
was not welcome news as the options proposed to remedy
this condition will add considerable costs to the project.
Out of adversity often comes opportunity, however. One

of the remedial options presented was to excavate the entire
footprint of the building to a depth of 10-12 feet, and then
replace and compact the soil in a manner that would provide
a stable foundation for the construction of the building.
An alternative option to this logically led to the consideration of adding a basement to the building. After all, if
we were going to excavate to that depth, why not use that
opportunity to construct a basement that could be used for
additional storage for our collections?
While more costly, this became the most pragmatic option
as it will provide the Museum with the long-term benefit of
increased storage capacity.
We will, of course, have to raise more money in order to
fund this added storage, which delays commencement of
construction pending our fund-raising efforts.
Accordingly and as stated in my March column, you can
help by making a contribution to the project consistent with
your means. Whether you donate $50, $500 or $5,000, it all
adds up and, I hope you will agree, is for a very good cause.

Board Election
On another note, the annual election of five members to the
Boards of Trustees of the Prescott and Sharlot Hall Historical
Society is progressing. The ballots and candidate biographies
have been mailed to our members by either email or USPS
last month (April).
Candidates proposed by the Board’s nominations committee are: David Maurer, Dava Hoffman, Jimmy Cordier,
Tony Shaw and Jamaal McCoy. If you haven’t already done
so, please take time to vote, as Board members do important
work for the Museum and are entitled to your support.
Election information, including the ballot, can be found online at www.sharlot.org/vote-ballots. If you prefer a paper
ballot, please contact Nancy Hans at nancyh@sharlot.org or
phone (928) 277-2007.

Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting of the Prescott and Sharlot Hall Historical Societies will be held on Monday, June 11 at 4:00 pm
at the Museum, a fitting conclusion to the festivities planned
to celebrate “Sharlot Hall Day” and the 90th anniversary of
the founding of the Museum.
Join us for a fun-filled day, and stay for a report on the
Museum activities over the past
fiscal year and its future plans. A
reception for members will follow
the meeting. I hope to see you there.
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90th Anniversary: Celebration set for June 11
Continued from page 1

I

t was 1928. Sharlot Hall had completed preliminary restoration of the
old log building that had been Arizona’s first Territorial Capitol...
and home of its early governors.

According to Dr. Gregory Crampton, who
edited “Sharlot Hall on the Arizona Strip” and
wrote its introduction:

“The old building sat on the little knoll near downtown Prescott, and had been acquired by the state
in 1917 with the expectation that it would become
a museum, but precious little had been done before Sharlot Hall leased the building.
“She moved into it and donated her own extensive collections of artifacts and relics, papers, and
documents. She solicited and gathered additional
materials reminiscent of Arizona’s pioneer times.”

The “Gubernatorial

It was a Monday. Sharlot Mabridth Hall opened
Mansion Museum”
welcomed its first guest,
the doors to the “Gubernatorial Mansion Museum”
George W. Kelly, on
and welcomed her first guest, George W. Kelly,
Monday, June 11, 1928.
the state historian.
years later, also on a Monday, June 11, the
community will celebrate 90 years of the Museum that now bears
her name with a day of entertainment, special activities, and events.
“This will be a special day,” describes Fred Veil, executive director of
the Museum, “that commemorates this remarkable woman, her vision,
and honors her
life-long commitment
to preserving the culture and
heritage of this region.
“It continues a tradition that honors
Sharlot Hall, the woman, who started it all and
was suitably recognized by the City of Prescott proclaiming June 11
as ‘Sharlot Hall Day’ in her honor,” he adds.

90

O

n tap for “Sharlot Hall Day” and the 90th Anniversary celebration
will be multiple children’s activities throughout the campus led
by volunteers and Living History interpreters.
An oversized “anniversary cake” (a series of sheet cakes) festooned
with images depicting the 90-year history of the Museum will be
served. A children’s puppet show will describe the 90-year Museum
history and live entertainment will be featured.
Both youth and adults will be encouraged to create a “Community
Quilt,” a paper-based mosaic of art, to celebrate the 90 years that will
be assembled and hung on campus.
On-the-hour drawings, from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m., will reward select visitors with a
group/family annual Museum Membership.
All exhibits will be open, and docents will
be on-hand to provide information about the
historic buildings.
The annual meetings of the Prescott Historical and Sharlot Hall Historical societies
will conclude the day’s activities with introduction of new board members.
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Curators’ Corner

by Alannah DeBusk

A

t Sharlot Hall Museum, we know that the Governor’s
Mansion is the cornerstone of this site. For 90 years,
the Museum has cared for and tended to the needs of this
important piece of history.
As with any historic structure, renovations become necessary and, beginning in 1980, the Governor’s Mansion
underwent its own. A major element of the renovation
was the building of a new floor and foundation.
One step in this process was removing two feet of dirt
from beneath that pre-existing floor and sifting it for possible artifacts. Through the sifting process, numerous artifacts were collected
by staff—more than 1,600 objects in total!
Included in these artifacts were such
common household objects as buttons,
scraps of newspaper, pencils, and fragments of broken bottles.
Mixed in with these everyday objects
were botanical fragments, bones of birds
and mammals, and mummified remains
of small critters – a favorite being the
mouse currently on display in the Mansion. Anything a person dropped could
travel to the subfloor through gaps in the
aged floorboards.

T

he excavated objects help tell the story of those that
have occupied and visited the Mansion, from its first
days serving the Governor, to the inception of
the Museum itself, to the days leading up to
the removal and sifting of the dirt.
Other historical objects, such as an envelope addressed to Governor Goodwin, bullet
cartridges, a “Remember the Maine” pin, and
hairpins that may have belonged to Sharlot
herself, are now in the collection.
A disadvantage of gaining a collection in
this manner is being unable to date a majority
of the artifacts found. Without a date, one cannot attribute the objects to a specific person or
family, leaving an air of mystery around many
of these artifacts.
With the incredible assistance from volunteers Carol Bessel and Judy Stoycheff, the
curatorial staff has been able to re-inventory,
Center-fire
photograph, and update all database records
cartridge
for these artifacts from the Mansion’a subfloor.
These tasks are just a sampling of the curatorial team’s
daily work: to care for and preserve these pieces of the
Governor’s Mansion history for many more Museum anniversaries to come.
Many artifacts from the Museum’s Collections inventory
are now viewable online. Visit sharlot.org/collections to
explore a variety of objects from Arizona’s colorful history.
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Artifacts found
under the floor
included an
envelope addressed
to Governor Goodwin, a “Remember
the Maine” pin, a
fragment of newspaper comics
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Join us for Prescott’s premier winetasting event...
...Advance tickets are on sale now, and attendance
is limited! Purchase at the Museum or by phone:

928.445.3122 ext. 10

Admission: $ 55 PER PERSON OR

$ 100 PER COUPLE
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DAR Underwrites Mansion’s Woodwork

I

n the March/April edition
of the Messenger, a small
news item detailed the fundraising efforts and generous
donation by the Daughters
of the American Revolution, General George Crook
Chapter, which provided for
much-needed refinishing of
the Governor’s Mansion’s
well-worn floors.
With a short closure of the
building and minimal inconvenience to
visitors, the renovation was successfully completed and the hardwood floors
of the stately old building are ready for
another generation of guests.
On Friday, April 6, DAR representatives of the local chapter presented
Fred Veil, Museum executive director,
with a commemorative plaque of the

News Briefs:

F

ort W hipple museum remains
out-of-commission and closed
for plumbing repairs and related
issues. We apologize for the inconvenience, and hope repairs can be
facilitated soon. Stay tuned.

A

Museum Member, vote for
election of Board Trustees online at www.sharlot.org/vote. Board
members provide great support to
the Museum; five candidates are on
the ballot for three-year terms, with
details online. Deadline is June 5.
s a

Left to right: Elaine Dziubla, Jean Hazlett,
Fred Veil, Darlene Packard, Sharon
Johnson, Joann Nicholson

work done, to be hung in the Territorial Governor’s Mansion. Once again,
many thanks to these women for their
sincere and fruitful efforts to preserve
our state’s history!

New Volunteers for 2018 Conclude
16-week Training Curriculum

M

ore than 360 image s were
submitted, inspected and juried by the Council of Indian artists,
along with applications to the 21st
Annual Prescott Indian Art Market.
Images were judged by peers in
hopes of selection for the available
20 booths at the July 14-15 event.
With at least 70 returning artists, the
juried show remains one the most
desired and highly regarded Indian
Art Markets in the Southwest.

D

on ’ t forget to R eserve your
admission ticket for the Sixth
Annual Sharlot’s WineFest, set for
Saturday, August 18. Admission to
the featured winetasting event and
Museum fundraiser is limited; tickets are available at the Museum Gift
Shop or admissions.

P
Left to right, back to front: Mike Kelly, Jim Patula, Mark Arnold, Donna Phillips, Ken Hoyle,
Rosemary Medrano, Joan Abbey; middle: Judy Geiss, Jim Geiss, Susan Cypert, Barbara Hoyle,
Barbara Kennedy, Ralph Girardi; front: Carole Penberthy, Ricky Erway, Linda Paluch, Joe
Paluch, George Slain. Not shown: Jody Brown, Duane Cossart, Debbie Hammerschmidt, Rudy
Medal, Bruce Penberthy, Rochelle Putnam, Vicki Scott

T

hree cheers for our 2018 class of
graduated volunteers! These hard
workers have completed the Museum’s
volunteer training course, and are fully
prepared to meet the public and share
Sharlot’s vision for Arizona history.
Training included a comprehensive
look at the Museum’s inner workings,
from funding structure to history; complete tours of grounds, exhibits, and
MAY / JUNE 2018 - MESSENGER

downstairs collections; lectures on local
native history; specialized training for
docent work and tour guides.
“I am proud to have had the opportunity to work with our new volunteers,”
said Jenny Pederson, education manager. “They are a great group of engaging,
smart and energized volunteers. I’m
excited to have them join the Museum
community. Congratulations!

erformance Applications to the
40th Annual Folk Music Festival
(October 6-7) are available online at
the Museum website. Your favorite
musical group, duo or individual
may complete the online registration for consideration. Deadline for
applications is August 3, and should
be directed to Jenny Pederson at
the Museum - 415 W. Gurley Street,
Prescott 86301.

C

Collections.
Museum curators have created
an online ‘peek’ into the catacombs
at: www.sharlot.org/collections
heck out the online

G

otcha ??? D id you enjoy the
light-hearted humor presented
in the special April 1 edition of the
Messenger newsletter? Hope you
liked the lampoon look at the Museum for this April Fool’s edition.
And yes, none of it was (nor is) true.
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Thank You
for Your Support

...and please
patronize our

Corporate
Members
A P S - Arizona Public Service
Barrett Propane
BBVA Compass Bank
BloomTree Realty Arizona, LLC

July 14-15
2018

T

he art of silversmithing takes center stage
at this year’s Prescott Indian Art Market,
set for July 14-15, 2018, at the Sharlot Hall Museum. Jim Harrison, Diné Navajo, is the first
silversmith to be the featured artist at PIAM.
He joins premier American Indian artists from
across the Southwest in presenting their art.
The two-day market will showcase a broad base of work from native artists old and new, each presenting a distinct artistic skill, from painting and
sculpture to weaving and pottery.
Of course, perennial favorites of fry bread
and fresh-squeezed lemonade will return,
along with traditional native music and dance.
Youth are welcome, too, with fun activities
planned to keep them busy while Mom and
Dad browse the art. The whole family will enjoy watching handcraft demonstrations.

T

he juried PIAM
will include its
annual art show,
with awards presented to those
particularly outstanding pieces in each of
several categories.
Mark your calendars for
July 14 & 15, a weekend of
fine native arts. Admission
will be $10 for the general public, $8 for Museum
members, and free for youth
17-under. Come for the fry
bread, stay for the art!
C elebrating 90 Y ears
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Brown & Brown Insurance
CableOne
Country Bank
Distinctive Dental Care
Dorn Homes
El Gato Azul
Fann Contracting, Inc.
Findlay Auto Group
Finston Engineering Services
Freeport McMoRan
Improvement District Services
Lamb Chevrolet
Piñon Painting
Prescott Honda
Prescott LIVING Magazine
Prescott Newspapers, Inc.
(The Daily Courier)

Print Time
Psychiatric Services of Prescott
Raskins Jewelers
Rummel Eye Care
Sir Speedy Printing of Prescott
Springhill Suites
TravelHost Arizona Magazine
True Value Hardware, Prescott
Union Home Mortgage
Yavapai Title Agency
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T H A N K YO U F O R YO U R S U P P O R T
LEGACY CIRCLE
Anonymous

SHARLOT’S CIRCLE
Charles & Christine Hastings
Bill & Sylvia Neely
Mark & Amy Schiavoni
Oren Thompson & Ann Sterling

James Van Zeyl
Fred & Sally Veil
Ron & Kathy Watson

Walter E. Krebs
Gilbert & Candace Lara
Patricia McKlem
Eugene & Alicia Scott

Lois Smith & Nancy Marks
Andrew Wallace
Pamela Y. Walton
Ed & Vera Williams

Harry & Debbie Allen
Catherine Asimakis
Shirley Avery & Amy Hurst
Dewey & Ida Born
Barbara Burton
Thomas & Wendy Collins
William John Ehrig
Rebecca Fields
Gary & Jeanette Frank
George Fuller

Robert Gessner & 		
Catherine Palm-Gessner
Jim Griset & Selina Gelzhiser
Carol & Donald Hood
Barbara Indra
Philip & Sharon James
Kenson Construction
Sue & Lance Kissel
Richard & Lois Longfield
David & Nancy Maurer
Brian P. McNally

William & Carol Miller
Becky L. Nelson
Barbara Richardson-Cox 		
& David J. Cox
Timothy & Martha Rooney
Bernard Ruhnke
Janet Travis
Joanne Vancore
Michael & Jeanine Woods

Allan & Catherine Englekirk
Eloise Esser
Robert & Suzanne Fields
James C. Fouch
Steven Gaber &
Patricia Bruneau-Gaber
Scott & Kami Gastineau
Gerald & Nancy Hans
Karen & Bob Hodges
Pat & Bud Kofron
William & Jane Kowalewski
Robert & Nancy Kravetz
Michael & Deanna Lamar
Karen and Ken Leja

Lauren Looney
Patricia M. Lundblad
Arthur & Dolores Manburg
Jim & Lynda Matakovich
James & Pat McCarver
Bonnie McMinn & Greg Stein
David & Kathleen Mecca
Carol & Gene Nelson
Mike & Jackie Olson
Suzanne Pfister &
Doug Kluender
Mike & Sharon Popowniak
James & Suzanne Robb
Hardy & Katie Rose

Jack Roulier & Della Dixon
Richard & Bi Sallomi
Edward & Virginia Seaver
Bill & Carol Semplice
Murray & Dawn Smolens
Stan Steiner
Charles Thompson
& Donna Schaefer
Kathryn Vines
Ms. Gene Wells
Mick & Betty Woodcock
James M. & Ellen R. Williams
John & Tamara Zivic

Keith Kimsey
Ken & Jacquelyn Kimsey
Marlin & Tana Kuykendall
John Lambert
Stan Lehman
Emily Leyshon
Patrick & T.J. Mackin
Jonne Markham
Margaret Maxwell
Jan A. Musial

Lorna Pabst & Antonio DeAcosta
Robert & Diane Pecharich
Jean N. Phillips
Val & Harry Plumlee
Leo Purcell
Virginia Rice
Paul & Shannon Rosenblatt
Becky Ruffner
Elisabeth Ruffner
Melissa Ruffner

W. David Rummel
Patricia Shaw
Claudette Simpson
Shirley Tersey
Ann B. Tewksbury
Diane Timothy
Marshall Trimble
Carol & Edmond Webster
Gloria Williams
Linda & Ronald Woodward

Ralph & Christy Dinsman
Marion Elliott
Bryan & Pearl Grapentine

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

Sharlot Hall Museum
members comprise the
lifeblood that sustains
the vision of our founder,
Sharlot Hall, and the heritage
she created in 1928. For
your generous and ongoing
support, we THANK YOU.
HERITAGE CIRCLE
Gary & Elizabeth Arnold
William & Joan Arthur
David Alec Babbitt
&K
 aren Spear
Sandra Bennett
Sterling & Crystal Bennett
Larry & Carol Bessel
Joan Bigley
Alan & Emily Blaine
Connie Cantelme
Marilyn Chesson
Norman & Barbara Delucchi
Brian & Connie Donovan

Craig & Sandy Brown
Lynn Cvetkovich
Robert & Nancy Dorwart
Jack & Jenise Jackson

CURATOR’S CIRCLE

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Ben Andre
Keith Bochat
Susan and Ken Coleman
Clara E. Cooke
Anne C. Fears
Robert Gray, Jr.
Barbara Harber
Mary Hays
Angeline Henrie
Dava Hoffman
Pat Jacobson
MAY / JUNE 2018 - MESSENGER
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EVENTS

WWW.SHARLOT.ORG

Upcoming events at Sharlot Hall & Fort Whipple museums.

2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018
SPRING HOURS: Monday thru Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Sunday, 12 noon to 4 p.m. through Sept. 30

“Arizona and the GREAT WAR” – The exhibit examines the
challenges, experiences, and impact on Arizonans impacted
by the “Great War” in Europe... a centennial heritage exhibit
from the trenches of the Ardennes to the farms and families
of the Southwest...a Lawler Center gallery exhibit.

12

MAY – Saturday – Arizona History Adventure at the Museum showcases ‘the way we wash our clothes’ on the frontier. Doing laundry in the Pioneer Living Area, and planting
in the garden. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. FREE for children.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

RE-ACCREDITED 2018

STAM P

19

MAY – Saturday – “Song & Dance of the Yavapai” – Linda
Ogo, culture director of the Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe,
explores the significance of song and dance in the history of
the local indigenous people (who trace their roots “...to the
ancient ones”), and their importance in comtemporary tribal
community life. Museum Lecture Series. West Gallery—2 p.m.
Admission FREE.

2-3

11 S

JUNE – Saturday & Sunday – 45th Annual Folk Arts Fair
– Enjoy the crafts, trades and amusements of a bygone
era re-created, as well as good ol’-fashioned fun. Activities feature traditional
folk and hands-on, pioneer crafts. Saturday 10 a.m.–5 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.; Admission $9; members $5, FREE
for 17 & under.

JUNE – Celebrate
HARLOT

the Founding of
HALL MUSEUM – On this

Monday in 1928, Sharlot Mabridth Hall
opened the doors to the “Gubernatorial Mansion Museum.” save the date as plans
feature a day-long celebratory experience
on the Museum campus.

16

JUNE – Saturday – “Geology of the Prescott Region” – Phil
Blacet, PhD, discusses two billion years of geologic history
in one lesson. The complexity of Central Arizona’s lengthy
geologic history will be made comprehensible to an interested
public even without formal geologic education. Museum Lecture Series. West Gallery—2 p.m. Admission FREE.

14-15

21

JULY – Saturday & Sunday – 21st Annual Prescott
Indian Art Market – Indian artists and vendors
showcase hand-crafted native wares, traditional food, music, and dance. Come
for the fry bread; stay for ...the exhibition
and sale of pottery, jewelry, paintings,
and sculptures at this premier, Southwestern juried art show. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday; 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday; Admission
$10; members $8, FREE for 17 & under.

JULY – Saturday – “Behind the Book: ‘Arizona’s Deadliest Gunfight’” – Heidi Osselaer outlines the archival
research that debunks many myths surrounding the Powers’
Cabin gunfight and tragedy. Museum Lecture Series and Book
Signing. West Gallery—2 p.m. Admission FREE.

4

AUGUST – Saturday – Western History Symposium features six informative presentations on a variety of subjects
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relevant to our western heritage.
Co-presented with the Prescott Corral of Westerners Int’l. 9:30 a.m. to
8:30 p.m., Prescott Centennial Center,
Admission FREE.

18

AUG. – SHARLOT’S WINEFEST – 6th Annual – Tastings
of premium wines, craft brews, spirits and gourmet hors
d’oeuvres at this fundraising event on the picturesque Museum campus. 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. $55 per person, $100 per couple.

25

AUGUST – Saturday – “Storytelling through Museum
Exhibits” – Mick Woodcock, museum chief curator, illuminates the process of creating dynamic museum exhibits
by highlighting the challenges, questions and rewards that
curators and designers face. Truly a behind-the-scenes look
at the Museum exhibits. Museum Lecture Series. West Gallery—2 p.m. Admission FREE.

22

SEPTEMBER – Saturday – “Battle for Yavapai College”
– College archivists Shelly Gilliam and Ginney Bilbray
discuss the challenges these “rough writers” faced from prototype to publication celebrating the College’s 50th Anniversary.
Museum Lecture Series. West Gallery—2 p.m. Admission FREE.

6-7

OCTOBER – Saturday/Sunday – Folk Music Festival –
40th Annual – Music of more than 200 musicians from
throughout the Southwest, with 90plus performances at four venues
on the Museum campus. Jam with
the artists at this longest-running
folk music event in the state. 10 a.m.–
4 p.m. both days; Admission $10 day,
$15 two-day pass; members $8, FREE for 17 & under.

8
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