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n March 24, doors will open to the public on
the Museum’s newest exhibit, “Arizona and
the Great War.” This tribute to Arizona’s involvement in WWI will feature the stories of people
fighting the war on the homefront--right here in
Yavapai County, one hundred years ago.
A highlight of the exhibit will be a life-size
diorama of a WWI trench, similar to
ones Arizonan soldiers fought
in overseas. Strict accuracy and
excellent artistry have lent the
diorama a stunning realism.
The display also features stories and artifacts gathered from
the surrounding community
prior to the exhibit’s opening,
as well as elements from the
Museum’s own collections.
Members are invited to a
special members-only preview
on Friday, March 23, from 4 - 6
p.m. The exhibit will be open
for perusal, with wine and hors
d’oeuvres for refreshment. An
R.S.V.P. is requested, and may
be made at (928) 277-2000.
The courage and resourcefulness of
Arizonans faced with daunting battles to fight at
home and abroad offer us inspiration long after
their victories were won. Don’t miss their stories,
presented in “Arizona and the Great War.”

Unidentified soldiers from
Arizona pose for a portrait
together, c.1918
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W

hen the Governor’s Mansion
flooring needed some attention,
facilities supervisor Cody Bennett knew
how to get it fixed, but he needed help
with the funding costs.
To the rescue came the Daughters
of the American Revolution, General
George Crook Chapter. Through their
fundraising efforts, the venerable old
building’s flooring - which supports
as many as 30,000 visitors a year -- will
undergo repairs this month.

Fred Veil (right) accepts generous donation check
from Anne Marie Ward and Sharon Johnson,
representing the General George Crook Chapter
of the Daughters of the American Revolution.

DIRECTOR’S NOTEBOOK

I

t was only a year ago I reported in the March/April
edition of the Messenger that
the Museum had reached a milestone with respect to our capital
campaign to fund the design and construction of a $2.25 million Education Center on the campus. At that time we had
reached the million dollar mark in our fund-raising activity,
which we properly regarded as a significant achievement.
That being the case, you can imagine how pleased I am to
report that as of the end of the year we had doubled that
amount and are now within reach of our funding goal!
We still have some work to do, but with $2 million in the
proverbial “bank” I am confident we will get there. Accordingly, we have contracted for the final design and engineering plans for the project, with an eye towards commencing
construction in the second half of this calendar year.

Our board...

President................................... Steve Gaber
Vice President. ...................... David Maurer
Secretary............................... Sandra Brown
Treasurer................................. Jake Carlson

Members:

Carol Bessel

Kendall Jaspers

Ben Andre

Bonnie McMinn

Jimmy Cordier

Mark Schiavoni

Kim Finston

Magdalena Waidner

Charles Hastings

Aaron Wulff

As I have stated in previous editions of the Messenger and
in other communications to our members, the Education Center will be an important addition to the Museum campus, as
it will provide a larger capacity venue for such educational
events as lectures, presentations, training, children’s activities, demonstrations, festivals, as well as social events and
other such activities. Anyone who has attended––or attempted to attend––a popular lecture or festival event in the West
Gallery can personally attest to the need for increased seating
capacity, as too often we have had to turn people away for
lack of space.
Further, the new facility, once operational, will free up the
space in the Lawler Exhibit Center that is currently being
used for our educational programming and enable the Museum to expand its permanent exhibits in accordance with
our long-term exhibit plan, the goal of which is to convert
the entire Lawler building, including the theater, kitchen, and
West Gallery, into exhibit space.
The Museum’s Board of Trustees, through its Resource Development Committee, has been working very hard to fund
the Education Center Project, and is sufficiently confident
that it has set a ground-breaking ceremony for June 11, which
will coincide with the Annual Meeting of the Prescott and
Sharlot Hall Historical Societies and the celebration of the
90th Anniversary of the founding of the Museum.
It was on that date in 1928 that Sharlot welcomed the first
guest to the “Gubernatorial Mansion Museum,” who appropriately was Arizona State Historian George Kelly, a position
Sharlot held in 1909-12 when Arizona was still a territory.
The Museum’s members and friends, local businesses and
foundations, and other institutions and organizations large
and small, have been very supportive of our capital campaign
to fund the Education Center.
As noted, however, we still need some additional funding,
and I ask that if you haven’t already done so, please consider
making a tax-deductible contribution to support this important and necessary addition to the Museum campus. I should
also note that the opportunity to take your donation as a tax
credit against you state taxes for 2017 is still available (See
News Briefs on page 5 of this publication).

Dava Hoffman
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From the Collections:

Prescott Fire
Department Uniform
Early 20th Century

T

his edition of “From the Collections” was first
published in the November/December 2012 edition
of the Messenger. As these pieces are still a part
of our collections (though not on display),
we have reproduced it here for your
education and enjoyment.
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A

unique donation came in earlier this year of a
Prescott Fire Department uniform from the territorial period. The original owner was Ernest R. Carner,
Sr., a member of Company 3, the OKs. This included
the cap and tunic from the dress uniform as well as the
shorts and athletic shirt of the competition uniform.
Carner was a barber in Prescott and was part of the
Fire Department from 1906 to 1910.
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2018

Join us for Prescott’s premier winetasting event...
...Advance tickets are on sale now, and attendance
is limited! Purchase at the Museum or by phone:

928.445.3122 ext. 10

Admission: $ 55 PER PERSON OR

$ 100 PER COUPLE
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Curators’ Corner: Preserving History
“An ounce of prevention is worth
a pound of cure.” – Benjamin Franklin

O

ne of the Sharlot Hall Museum’s
primary goals is encouraging the
public’s understanding and appreciation of historical, social, cultural, and
natural aspects of Arizona through
the collecting, exhibiting, and interpreting of objects relevant to its mission. Of course, it’s one of our fundamental responsibilities to prevent
deterioration of these objects.
Over time, all objects deteriorate
for a variety of reasons, including use,
environmental conditions, and natural decay. To ensure that these artifacts survive for the enjoyment and
education of future generations, we
try to create conditions that minimize
deterioration and risk of physical
damage—otherwise, this part of our
cultural heritage will be lost forever.
Proper preservation measures can
help stabilize or at least slow down an
object’s rate of deterioration, greatly
extending its lifespan. Knowing how
to safely handle, exhibit, and store the
artifacts can add a significant number
of years to their life!

This silver bowl (above)
shows the effects of fingerprint corrosion on metals.
The arrow (right) offered
an unfortunately tasty
snack to beetle larvae.
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The major causes of deterioration affecting artifacts, especially
while on exhibit, are:
• Light
• Temperature
• Relative humidity
• Pests
• People (physical forces,
damage, and neglect)
As curators, we must take
proper action to protect artifacts
from these damaging elements.
As a general rule of thumb, artifacts should be handled as little as
possible. The oils, acids and salts in
human skin will damage all types of
materials over time. To prevent this
damage, we limit handling of artifacts to curators, exhibition preparators, and specially trained volunteers
who are required to wear gloves at
all times.
We also limit the amount of time
any artifact is handled. The most
handling our objects undergo is the
movement from storage to exhibit
and back again.
In order to prevent accidental
movement and damage while on display, artifacts are secured to pedestals
and bases of exhibit cases. Many cases
also have shatter-proof, see-through
covers that protect the objects from
outside harm.
The exhibit cases and mounting
components must be made of inert
materials. A barrier, such as Mylar
(clear polyester sheeting), acid-free
paper, tissue, or barrier board, is always placed between the artifact and
its exhibit case surface or mounting
brackets.
Many types of light, particularly
ultraviolet (UV) rays and infrared radiation, are also harmful to artifacts.
Excessive light exposure can irreversibly weaken and fade artifacts in a relatively short amount of time.
The only way to totally protect artifacts from light damage is, of course,
housing them in complete darkness.

by Kylin Cummings,
Curator of Collections

This dress (above), displayed 1964-1979,
shows the serious effects of light damage.
The baby bonnet (below) came to the
Museum with previous moth damage.

While this can be achieved in storage, it certainly isn’t practical in exhibitions, so we take other steps to
reduce the destructive effects of light:
UV-filtering plastic sleeves are placed
on artificial light sources and all windows. Exhibit areas are lit exclusively with LED light bulbs, which don’t
emit UV rays. We also measure the
intensity of visible light on artifacts
and dim them to an appropriate level
for that material—this is why some
exhibit areas seem darker than others.
Carefully regulated temperature
and humidity also play a critical role
in the long-term preservation of Museum artifacts. Ideal levels vary with
material type and what sort of climate
the artifact is used to.
Maintaining a steady environment,
however, is more important than
continued next page
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Findlay
Show
Room
Features
Museum
Images,
Exhibit

News Briefs:

F

These showroom exhibits adorn Findlay Toyota main complex and display a history of Prescott along
the main showroom wall with a pedestal legend panel. Panels from the Medal of Honor exhibit (2016)
are placed in the service waiting room wall to provide alternative reading for service patrons.

Continued from page 4

achieving particular numbers,
since fluctuations in temperature and
humidity cause the most damage. It’s
relatively easy to maintain these levels in storage, but can be difficult in
exhibition spaces. Simple things like
body heat, visitors entering and exiting buildings, and well-intentioned
people propping doors and windows
open, can bring temperature and humidity to unsafe levels.
Climate control goes hand-in-hand
with pest prevention—damaging invaders such as insects, rodents, etc.
We always try to maintain an environment that’s suitable for our artifacts, but inhospitable to pests.
Good housekeeping goes a long
way in the fight against pests. The
Museum has implemented a no-food
policy inside exhibit and collection
storage areas. It’s also important
to keep doors and windows shut,
take live plants out of display spaces, collect garbage daily, and make
sure high-traffic areas are thoroughly
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ort Whipple museum is temporarily out-of-commission and closed
for repairs. The vintage building
and former officer’s quarters at the
historic Whipple Barracks (on the
campus of the local Veterans’ Affairs Hospital) that houses the Museum is suffering from a century-old
water-line issue.
While repairs are under way,
the required work impedes visitation (no plumbing!). As such, Fort
Whipple Museum is sustaining a
temporary closure until end-March.

D

eadline for taking advantage of
the state tax credit (up to $800
for a couple, $400 if single) for calendar year 2017 is April 15. There’s
still time to designate your tax
credit contribution to the Museum.
Make your check payable to the
Prescott Evening Lions Foundation,*
and designate Sharlot Hall Museum
as the charitable recipient. Mail to
the Museum - 415 W. Gurley Street,
Prescott 86301.
Cooperating with the local Lions
Club Foundation, the check will be
processed and you will receive an
acknowledgment from both the Museum and the Prescott Evening Lions Club Foundation by return mail.

D
Curator Kylin Cummings, cleaning
Sharlot’s copper piggybank on display
in the Lawler Exhibit Center lobby

cleaned and monitored for pests.
Curators frequently check for
pests through the whole museum.
This helps prevent major infestations
and reduces the need for hazardous
chemicals that can harm our buildings, artifacts, and people.
While it’s impossible to completely stop deterioration of artifacts, we
can slow it down by following these
preservation procedures. We want
these artifacts to be around for a long
time, so remember: it’s vital to stop
damage before it happens!

on’t forget to Reserve your admission ticket for the Sixth
Annual Sharlot’s WineFest, set for
Saturday, August 18. Admission to
the featured winetasting event and
Museum fundraiser is limited; tickets are available at the Museum Depot or Gift Shop.

N

Diné artist Jim Harrison
has been named this year’s
featured artist at the 21st Annual
Prescott Indian Art Market. Harrison becomes the first silversmith
to be the featured artist at the juried
PIAM, set for July 14-15 on the Museum grounds.
avajo

P

rescott C omputer S ociety endowed the purchase of new computers for use by the Education Department and additional staff who
dedicate themselves to fulfilling the
educational mission of the Museum.
The $2,000 grant was forwarded to
Jenny Pederson, museum education
manager, from the Society’s treasurer, Edi Taylor-Richards, in February.
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New Faces: Museum Expands Team

Thank You

he Museum is delighted to welcome two new staff members on board, where they
will fill much-needed roles. Please feel free to say hello and introduce yourself
when you see them on campus! Let’s get to know them a little better:

...and please
patronize our

T

Alannah DeBusk
Collections Registrar

F

illing the position of Collections Registrar,
Alannah DeBusk brings her expertise to
our Curatorial Department. Alannah hails
from Flagstaff, Arizona and has widespread
experience working in museum collections.
She received her bachelor’s degree in History
from Northern Arizona University and her
master’s degree in Museum Studies from John
F. Kennedy University in Berkeley, CA. She
notes her excitement at joining the Sharlot Hall
team as Registrar, as the position blends her
passion for history, the American Southwest, and collections management,
all while allowing her to stay in her home state of Arizona. In her spare time,
Alannah enjoys reading, hiking, trying new restaurants, and listening to
podcasts. She visits museums and National Parks whenever she can.

Mark Larson

Facilities, Custodial

L

ong-time Prescottonian Mark Larson says
he is delighted to join the team of great people at Sharlot Hall Museum.
“I live in Prescott with my lovely wife, Ember, and our son, Jennings,” he adds. “The
three of us enjoy walking downtown together,
playing at the local parks, and getting out to
the surrounding forest and lakes.
“Though I wasn’t born here, I’m grateful to
have spent most of my life in Prescott. This truly is a great place to call home!”

Upcoming Lectures Educate, Inform, Entertain

E

very month, the Museum’s lecture
series provides new opportunities
to discover and learn more about our
colorful Central Highlands.
In March, Norma Jean Coulter and
Zona Lorig tag-team on a presentation
about women of Arizona who’ve made
significant contributions to the state’s
heritage and have been inducted into
the Arizona Women’s Hall of Fame.
The presentation will be Saturday,
March 10 at the West Gallery and begins promptly at 2 p.m.
For April, the presentation on Saturday the 21st will highlight an unusual
C elebrating 90 Y ears
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topic delivered by highly respected and
entertaining Sandy Lynch, former curator of anthropology at the Museum.
Her topic -- “Museums, Historic Objects, and the Stories These Tell” -- will
describe how the fields of history, archaeology, anthropology and museum
studies intersect, with an emphasis on
the artifacts whose interesting stories
blend these disciplines.
Admission to the Museum’s Lecture
Series is free. For more information on
these lectures and for upcoming dates
and topics, check our website (sharlot.
org) and Facebook page.

for Your Support

Corporate
Members
A P S - Arizona Public Service
Barrett Propane
BBVA Compass Bank
BloomTree Realty Arizona, LLC
Brown & Brown Insurance
CableOne
Country Bank
Distinctive Dental Care
Dorn Homes
El Gato Azul
Fann Contracting, Inc.
Findlay Auto Group
Finston Engineering Services
Freeport McMoRan
Improvement District Services
Lamb Chevrolet
Piñon Painting
Prescott Honda / York Dodge
Prescott LIVING Magazine
Prescott Newspapers, Inc.
(The Daily Courier)

Print Time
Psychiatric Services of Prescott
Raskins Jewelers
Rummel Eye Care
Sean Goté Gallery
Sir Speedy Printing of Prescott
Springhill Suites
TravelHost Arizona Magazine
True Value Hardware, Prescott
Union Home Mortgage
Yavapai Title Agency
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LEGACY CIRCLE
Anonymous

SHARLOT’S CIRCLE
Charles & Christine Hastings
Bill & Sylvia Neely
Mark & Amy Schiavoni
Oren Thompson & Ann Sterling

James Van Zeyl
Fred & Sally Veil
Ron & Kathy Watson

Gilbert & Candace Lara
Patricia McKlem
Eugene & Alicia Scott
Lois Smith & Nancy Marks

Andrew Wallace
Pamela Y. Walton
Ed & Vera Williams

Harry & Debbie Allen
Catherine Asimakis
Shirley Avery & Amy Hurst
Dewey & Ida Born
Barbara Burton
Thomas & Wendy Collins
Beverly & Lawrence Dandurand
William John Ehrig
Gary & Jeanette Frank
George Fuller

Robert Gessner & 		
Catherine Palm-Gessner
Jim Griset & Selina Gelzhiser
Carol & Donald Hood
Barbara Indra
Kenneth Jackson &
Gina Kritchevsky
Philip & Sharon James
Kenson Construction
Sue & Lance Kissel
Richard & Lois Longfield

David & Nancy Maurer
Brian P. McNally
William & Carol Miller
Becky L. Nelson
Barbara Richardson-Cox 		
& David J. Cox
Timothy & Martha Rooney
Bernard Ruhnke
James Swenson & Ann Hansen
Janet Travis
Michael & Jeanine Woods

Eloise Esser
Robert & Suzanne Fields
James C. Fouch
Steven Gaber &
Patricia Bruneau-Gaber
Scott & Kami Gastineau
Gerald & Nancy Hans
Karen & Bob Hodges
Pat & Bud Kofron
William & Jane Kowalewski
Robert & Nancy Kravetz
Michael & Deanna Lamar
Karen and Ken Leja
Lauren Looney

Patricia M. Lundblad
Arthur & Dolores Manburg
Jim & Lynda Matakovich
James & Pat McCarver
Bonnie McMinn & Greg Stein
David & Kathleen Mecca
Carol & Gene Nelson
Mike & Jackie Olson
Suzanne Pfister &
Doug Kluender
Mike & Sharon Popowniak
James & Suzanne Robb
Hardy & Katie Rose
Jack Roulier & Della Dixon

Richard & Bi Sallomi
Edward & Virginia Seaver
Bill & Carol Semplice
Murray & Dawn Smolens
Stan Steiner
Charles Thompson
& Donna Schaefer
Kathryn Vines
Ms. Gene Wells
Barbara Wich
James M. & Ellen R. Williams
John & Tamara Zivic

Keith Kimsey
Ken & Jacquelyn Kimsey
Marlin & Tana Kuykendall
John Lambert
Stan Lehman
Emily Leyshon
Patrick & T.J. Mackin
Jonne Markham
Margaret Maxwell
Jan A. Musial

Lorna Pabst & Antonio DeAcosta
Robert & Diane Pecharich
Jean N. Phillips
Val & Harry Plumlee
Leo Purcell
Virginia Rice
Paul & Shannon Rosenblatt
Becky Ruffner
Elisabeth Ruffner
Melissa Ruffner

W. David Rummel
Patricia Shaw
Claudette Simpson
Shirley Tersey
Ann B. Tewksbury
Diane Timothy
Marshall Trimble
Carol & Edmond Webster
Gloria Williams
Linda & Ronald Woodward

Ralph & Christy Dinsman
Marion Elliott
Bryan & Pearl Grapentine

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

Sharlot Hall Museum
members comprise the
lifeblood that sustains
the vision of our founder,
Sharlot Hall, and the heritage
she created in 1928. For
your generous and ongoing
support, we THANK YOU.
HERITAGE CIRCLE
Gary & Elizabeth Arnold
William & Joan Arthur
David Alec Babbitt
& Karen Spear
Sandra Bennett
Sterling & Crystal Bennett
Larry & Carol Bessel
Joan Bigley
Alan & Emily Blaine
Connie Cantelme
Marilyn Chesson
Norman & Barbara Delucchi
Brian & Connie Donovan
Allan & Catherine Englekirk

Craig & Sandy Brown
Lynn Cvetkovich
Jack & Jenise Jackson
Walter E. Krebs

CURATOR’S CIRCLE

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Ben Andre
Keith Bochat
Susan and Ken Coleman
Clara E. Cooke
Anne C. Fears
Robert Gray, Jr.
Barbara Harber
Mary Hays
Angeline Henrie
Dava Hoffman
Pat Jacobson
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EVENTS

WWW.SHARLOT.ORG

Upcoming events at Sharlot Hall & Fort Whipple museums.

2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018

WINTER HOURS: Monday thru Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Sunday, 12 noon to 4 p.m. through April 30.

COMING MARCH 24 – “Arizona and the GREAT WAR” – A
new exhibit in the theater gallery features the challenges,
experiences, and impact on citizens in the newest state of
the Union (Arizonans) being involved in the “Great War”
in Europe... a centennial heritage exhibit from the trenches
of the Ardennes to the farms and families of the Southwest.
Members-only PREVIEW on Friday, March 23, from 4
p.m. to 7 p.m.; open to the public on Saturday, March 24.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

10

MARCH – Saturday – “Arizona Women’s Hall of Fame
History” – Norma Jean Coulter and Zona Lorig, both
with the AzWHF executive committee board, share stories
that tell of a group of resilient women who struggled and
preserved, often under difficult circumstances, and left
their mark as AzWHF honorees. Museum Lecture Series.
West Gallery—2 p.m. Admission FREE.

STAM P

10 MARCH – Saturday – Arizona History Adventure at the
Museum features frontier medicine – how settlers treated
sickness. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. FREE for children.
23 MARCH – Friday – Members-Only Preview & Reception
for the new exhibit, “Arizona and the Great War.” Please
R.S.V.P. to 928-277-2000. 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. FREE for Members.

14

APRIL – Saturday – Arizona History Adventure at
the Museum features Spring work in the garden, as
well as necessary housekeeping chores. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
FREE for children.

21 APRIL – Saturday – “Museums, Historic Objects & the Stories These Tell” – Sandra Lynch, curator emeritus, describes
how the fields of history, archaeology, anthropology and
museum studies intersect, how artifacts tell stories and how
museums get these objects. Museum Lecture Series. West
Gallery—2 p.m. Admission FREE.

12

MAY – Saturday – Arizona History Adventure at the
Museum showcases ‘the way we wash our clothes’ on
the frontier. Doing laundry in the Pioneer Living Area, and
planting in the garden. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. FREE for children.

19 MAY – Saturday – Frontier Arizona Experience (at the Fort
Whipple Museum) celebrates its founding in 1864. Cake
anyone? 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. FREE for children.
19 MAY – Saturday – “Storytelling, Song & Dance of the
Yavapai” – Linda Ogo, culture research director of the
Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe, explores the significance of
song, dance and storytelling in the tribe’s history, and its
importance in comtemporary community life. Museum
Lecture Series. West Gallery—2 p.m. Admission FREE.
JUNE – Saturday & Sunday – 45th Annual Folk Arts
Fair – Enjoy the crafts, trades and amusements of the
past, a bygone era re-created, as well
as good ol’-fashioned fun. More than
75 activities and presentations feature
traditional folk and pioneer crafts,
hands-on activities for young people.
Saturday 10 a.m.–5 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. ; Admission $9; members $5, FREE for 17 & under.

2-3
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11 JUNE – Celebrate

the Founding of
SHARLOT HALL MUSEUM – On this date

in 1928, Sharlot Hall opened the doors to
the “Gubernatorial Mansion Museum.” save
the date as plans feature a celebratory
experience on the Museum campus.
16 JUNE – Saturday – “Geology of the Prescott Region” – Phil
Blacet, PhD, discusses two billion years of geologic history in
one lesson. The complexity of the Central Arizona’s lengthy
geologic history will be made comprehensible to an interested public even without formal geologic education. Museum Lecture Series. West Gallery—2 p.m. Admission FREE.
JULY – Saturday & Sunday – 21st Annual
Prescott Indian Art Market – Indian artists
and vendors showcase hand-crafted
native wares, traditional food, music,
and dance. Come for the fry bread;
stay for ...the exhibition and sale of
pottery, jewelry, paintings, and more
at this premier, Southwestern juried
art show. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Saturday; 9
a.m.–4 p.m. Sunday; Admission $10;
members $8, FREE for 17 & under.
AUGUST – Saturday – 15th Annual Western History
Symposium features informative presentations on a variety of subjects relevant to our western heritage. Co-presented with the Prescott Corral of Westerners Int’l. 9:30
a.m. to 8:30 p.m., Prescott Centennial Center, Admission FREE.

14-15
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