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New Book 
Signings With 
Local Authors!
Love local literature? You’ll relish 

our new event series this winter: 
each Thursday, meet a local author and 
get a signed copy of their work in the 
Bashford House/Museum Store, from 
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

From cowboy tales to historical 
fiction, memoires to poetry, these 
Prescott writers present a wide range 
of imagination and creativity. 

For the months of November and 
December, meet-and-greets include 
such well-known local names as Sally 
Bates, Tom Collins, Mona McCroskey, 
and Heidi Thomas. Each will be 
available to sign copies of their works 
old and new, discuss their creative 
process, and share some of the 
inspiration that sparked their writings. 

Book signings will be held each 
Thursday in November and December 
(excepting Nov. 23 and Dec. 21), and 
are free of admission charge. For a 
complete schedule of signings, check  
our website (sharlot.org) and keep an 
eye on our Facebook page. 

The Christmas season is almost upon us—and the centerpiece of the Mu-
seum’s holiday faire is the ever-popular Frontier Christmas.

Immediately following the downtown Courthouse Lighting Ceremony 
on December 2, jaunt over to the Museum at 6 p.m. for an evening of holi-
day merriment...and be sure to bring the family! Between making Victorian 
Christmas crafts, carolling, and snacking on cookies and cider, young and 
old will find themselves swept into the spirit of the season.

But the fun doesn’t end there! Step back in time as you tour the lamp-lit 
Museum campus: a vintage player piano performs its own Christmas tunes; 
Judge John Howard, resident of Ft. Misery, presents stories of Territorial 
Prescott and its citizens; the print shop’s presses roll as they produce event 
posters from classic metal type. As you stroll, pause and warm your hands 
by the crackling bonfire next to the Ranch House.

Living History interpreters will add particular historical zest to the event, 
as they bake cookies in the wood-burning stove, present lessons and read-
ings in the Schoolhouse, prepare for Christmas company in the Governor’s 
Mansion, and give first-person interpretations as Territorial Prescottonians 
in the Frémont House.

Of course, don’t forget the wonderful selection of made-in-USA gifts for 
your perusal at the Museum Store. From Arizona books and memorabilia to 
hand-crafted ornaments and jewelry, there’s sure to be something to delight 
each recipient on your gift list!

Frontier Christmas takes place on December 2, 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. Admission 
is $5 for adults, free for Museum members and youth 17-under.
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When the call for local considerations went out, the answer was sim-
ple: Sharlot Mabridth Hall. The National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, Yavapai Chapter, Arizona, wanted to recognize 
the Museum’s founder as a “Woman in American History” with an 
Award Certificate.

Chapter Regent Sue Burk presented the framed certificate along with 
a hand-made Afghan at a special ceremony in front of the Sharlot Hall 
exhibit in the Lawler Center. 

Receiving the framed certificate and Afghan was Fred Veil, executive 
director. Joining in the presentation were Carolyn Smith, DAR chapter 
chaplain and coordinator of the award submission, and Bev Stu-
art-Barok, DAR parliamentarian and long-time SHM volunteer.

In just a few short months the 
Sharlot Hall Museum will be 

entering its 90th year—nine de-
cades of preserving and present-
ing the history of Arizona and its 
Central Highlands. 

This is indeed an important milestone for the Museum, one 
that we can attribute to the vision and energy of Sharlot Hall  
and to the generations of leaders, employees, volunteers and 
others who followed, each of whom supported the Museum 
with their time, talent, and treasure, enabling it to become 
one of the finest history museums in the entire Southwest. 

The Museum was founded by Sharlot in 1928 when she 
moved her extensive collections into the old “Gubernatorial 
Mansion.” On June 11 of that year, she opened the building 
as a museum to the public. In the nearly 90 years that have 
since passed, the Museum has grown to a beautifully land-
scaped four-acre campus featuring 11 exhibit buildings and 
a full-service research center. It was named in honor of its 
founder following her death in 1943.

From its earliest days the Museum has counted heavily on 
the financial support it receives annually from its members, 
volunteers and other friends, without which it could not have 
survived and flourished as it has done. We are, of course, 
reaching that time of the year when we conduct our annu-
al appeal for contributions to help sustain the Museum and 
fund capital improvements, such as the Education Center we 
plan to construct on the southeast corner of the campus. With-
in the next few weeks, you will be receiving such a request, 
and we ask that you please consider making a tax-deductible 
donation to the Museum. You have done so in the past, and 
we are hopeful you will do so on this occasion as well.

With respect to the Education Center, we have now raised 
more than half of the $2.25 million needed to fund its con-
struction. You may want to consider designating your year-
end gift for this project. It would be very fitting if, indeed, 
our 90th anniversary were to be the year that the Education 
Center was completely funded. 

Further, in cooperation with our local Lions Club founda-
tion, you may designate all or part of your contribution ($800 
per couple or $400 per individual) towards a dollar-for-dollar 
credit on your Arizona State income tax. For information on 
this option, please refer to the News Briefs on the next page. 

Thank you for your consider-
ation. I wish you all an enjoyable 

DAR: Special Recognition for Sharlot
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Twenty Years and a Job Well-Done:
Sandy Lynch Retires from 
Anthropology Curator Position
by Mick Woodcock

Among the many people who have 
worked at the Sharlot Hall Muse-

um in the past 20 years, only our Cura-
tor of Anthropology has the distinction 
of leaving a three-fold mark on what the 
Museum is and has to offer our visitors. 

Sandy Lynch has made her time with 
us count by curating a number of exhib-
its and creating a festival where none 
previously existed. She is a multitalent-
ed individual.

Sandy’s first task when she came on 
staff was to give a new look to the Na-
tive American exhibit space in the Hart-
zell Room. Working with members of 
the Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe she 
produced an immersive experience wo-
ven around basket making that told not 
only the story of these containers, but 
the story of the Tribe, its basket makers, 
and their traditions.

While she was working on this ex-
hibit, she was asked to host an Indian 
art market. Drawing on her experience 
helping her adopted Hopi uncle, Rex 
Pooyouma, sell his handmade mocca-
sins at Indian art markets around the 
Southwest, she did just that. 

What started as an outline on a restau-
rant paper napkin has become one of 
the more noteworthy and popular mar-
kets in the country.  Two decades later, 
PIAM has successfully transitioned to 
a new team of show managers—a testi-
mony to the careful work Sandy did in 
developing an art forum juried by Na-
tive American artists and open to only 
Native artists.

For the past 10 years, Sandy has 
been researching and writing a series 
of exhibits that were opened this year 
as the Prescott Prehistory Gallery. 

Using locally found mammoth and 
mastodon bones, stone tools, prehis-
toric pottery, and other objects, she 
fashioned a story that looks at Central 
Arizona before the arrival of man and 
carries it through to the area’s human 
residents, the Prescott Culture people.

Having spent 20 years with the 
Museum, Sandy has decided that re-
tirement looks good right now. Her 
work on exhibits and the Prescott In-
dian Art Market are a legacy that will 
last for years. 

She will be missed as a staff mem-
ber, but will she be able to stay away? 
Stay tuned for the rest of the story.

Sandy engaged 
in Museum 
activities: exhibit 
creation, artifact 
preservation 
and educational 
programs

Sandy receiving a special recognition award for 
her work on the Prescott Indian Art Market 

News Briefs:
End-of-yEar tax crEdits, donations: 

’Tis the season to share...and 
a time when a generous heart can 
provide you a break on your taxes. 
Three opportunities:

First, include a year-end, tax de-
ductible contribution to the Muse-
um as a part of your holiday gifting.

Second, make a legacy contribu-
tion to help create the Education 
Center on the Museum campus.

Third, designate part of your state 
taxes directly to the Museum as a 
dollar-for-dollar tax credit.

All three opportunities provide a 
way to make a direct impact on the 
continuing mission of the Museum 
by continuing to directly support 
the programs, activities and events.

 If you wish to make a secure on-
line contribution, go to www.shar-
lot.org/donate-to-the-museum/ 
Contributions are tax deductible 
and, again this year, you can desig-
nate all or part of your donation to 
the Museum as a dollar-for-dollar 
credit on your state income tax.

The state-of-the-art Education 
Center will enhance the Museum’s 
ability to engage, entertain, and 
educate the next generation, while 
expanding programs, activities and 
tours currently a part of the Muse-
um’s mission. At present, contribu-
tions to the Center exceed $1.4 mil-
lion towards a goal of $2.25 million.

When writing your tax-credit do-
nation check (up to $800, or $400 if 
single or head of household), make 
it payable to Prescott Evening Lions 
Foundation*, and designate on the 
check Sharlot Hall Museum as the 
charitable recipient.

The tax-credit program is open 
through April 15 (Tax Day), 2018. 
For more information and details, 
call Ken Leja at 928-277-2015. For 
contributions to the capital cam-
paign, please include “Education 
Center” as the designation.

WEbsitE progrEss: While it may 
remain a work-in-progress 

with updates, the Museum media 
staff has launched the refurbished  
sharlot.org website, with a robust 
search capability for Library and 
Archives research, and a visually 
engaging format for information 
and events. Take a look!



November /December 2017 - Sharlot hall muSeum meSSeNger

4

Folks young ‘n’ old tapped 
their feet to a variety of folk music at the 39th annual Folk 

Music Fest. Sunny October skies complemented the cheerful 
folk tunes, and guests took advantage of the perfect weather, 
sitting outside in impromptu “jam” groups. 

Kids enjoyed a new make-your-own-instrument station this 
year, as well as a tented area of unique Museum-provided 
instruments on which to make their own music (right). 

Special thanks to the performers and volunteers who helped 
make the event a resounding success!
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AT THE MUSEUM STORE
    IS delightful...

Tue - Sun
12 pm - 4 pm

10%
MEMBER
DISCOUNT!

Holiday
ShoppingHoliday
Shopping

L&A Mini-Exhibit: Sharlot’s Early Education
The early education of museum 

founder and namesake Sharlot Hall 
is featured in a new mini-exhibit, now 
on display in the Library & Archives’ 
Reading Room. Volunteers Sue Kissel 
and Debra Matthews researched, con-
tributed to, and arranged the display.

This display includes books and 
school items representing Sharlot’s early 
education and her introduction to writ-
ing. For example, there are schoolbooks 
published by D. Appleton & Compa-
ny (which supplied texts to the entire 
Arizona Territory) that Sharlot read in 
school. The L&A also has a copy of an 
Appleton Third Reader from Sharlot’s 
personal library collection. 

In the late 19th century, Sharlot, like 
many young students, received “re-
wards of merit” for her excellent school 
work; on display are several rewards 
of merit like the ones she received and 
posted in one of her scrapbooks. 

To highlight her early writing, there is 
a copy on display of her first published 
story. Titled “How Earth and Moon 
were Made,” the story features a re-tell-

ing of a Hopi Indian myth, and was 
published in the children’s magazine 
“Wide Awake.”

This display coincides with another 
exhibit, Prescott’s Educational Heri-
tage, also on display in the Library & 
Archives’ Reading Room. 

These exhibits will be on display 
until mid-2018 and are available for 
viewing during the Library & Ar-
chives’ regular public hours:  Wednes-
day through Friday, 12 noon to 4 pm, 
Saturdays from 10 am to 2pm or by 
appointment – call (928) 277-2003. 

Some of the antique volumes on display 
as part of the mini-exhibit at the Library.

Curators’ Corner
by Kylin Cummings

Curator, from the Latin curare, 
meaning “to take care”, is a 

specialist who is responsible for 
care of the Museum’s collections.

At the Sharlot Hall Museum, no 
day is typical for the curators. Days 
are built around future museum 
projects and care for current 
collections. In no particular order, 
duties may include:  

• Acquiring, storing, 
andexhibiting collections

• Documenting and  
researching collections

• Selecting the theme and 
design of future exhibits

• Developing or organizing 
exhibit materials

• Answering public inquiries 
• Preserving objects using 

approved methods of artifact 
cleaning and storage

• Directing and supervising 
volunteers in Collections

• Planning and conducting 
special research projects

Generally, curators are tasked 
with taking care of their collections. 
Some do research related to items 
in the collection, and others spend 
more time doing administrative 
tasks. In institutions like the Sharlot 
Hall Museum with only one or a few 
curators, one curator is responsible 
for taking care of collections (the 
Curator of Collections) and another 
is responsible for directing the 
affairs of the collection in relation 
to the museum (the Chief Curator).

Most important and as curators, 
we preserve the collection and, 
therefore, preserve the history and 
cultural heritage the collection 
represents.

Our selection of giftable goods made in 
the USA is unrivaled. Stop by today for a 

look...you’re sure to find something for everyone!
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Thank You 
for Your Support

...and please
       patronize our

Corporate
Members

The Summit Street 
lot during and after 
paving—what an 
improvement!

Volunteer Frode Halvorsen spent a morning 
giving our Print Shop some “TLC” as well—

the painted trim needed a 
new coat, and Mr. Halver-
son took it upon himself 
to meet the need. Many 
thanks to our faithful 
volunteers for their dedi-
cated work on  “the little 
things,” which keep our 
Museum looking nice!

A P S - Arizona Public Service 

Barrett Propane

BBVA Compass Bank

BloomTree Realty Arizona, LLC 

Brown & Brown Insurance

CableOne 

Country Bank

Distinctive Dental Care

Dorn Homes

El Gato Azul

Fann Contracting, Inc.

Findlay Auto Group

Finston Engineering Services

Freeport McMoRan

Improvement District Services

Lamb Chevrolet

Larry Thomas Salon

Piñon Painting

Prescott Honda / York Dodge

Prescott LIVING Magazine

Prescott Newspapers, Inc. 
(The Daily Courier)

Print Time

Psychiatric Services of Prescott

Raskins Jewelers

Rummel Eye Care

Sean Goté Gallery

Sir Speedy Printing of Prescott

Springhill Suites

TravelHost Arizona Magazine

True Value Hardware, Prescott

Union Home Mortgage

Yavapai Title Agency

Volunteer Training Begins January 11
It’s not just a class, but a pathway for helping preserve Arizona’s past. Training 

begins Thursday, January 11, for becoming a volunteer docent, archival assistant, 
or Living History interpreter at both Sharlot Hall and Fort Whipple museums.

The 16-week Thursday schedule provides each volunteer with the proper histor-
ical background to share their personal passion for local history and the Museum 
with the surrounding community.

Training will include facts about Sharlot Hall (the musem’s founder), the build-
ings on the museum campus, local anthropology, and other developments in the 
history of Central Arizona. This year, the training will also feature new information 
for docents on recently opened portions of the Prehistory Wing, including the 
Prescott Culture, the Hohokam, and hilltop sites.

Training prepares volunteers to fill much-needed Museum roles, such as tour 
guides, building docents, Living History interpreters, or assistants in collections, 
admissions, store merchandising, Museum festivals, and archival work. 

Classes will be held Thursdays from 8:30 to 10 a.m., beginning January 11 and 
continuing through April 26; they are conducted by Museum staff. To register, or 
for more information, contact Murray Smolens at (928) 277-2006.

The Museum’s Mini-Facelift: Fresh Asphalt

The Museum received a much-needed improvement recently: the Summit Street 
parking lot on the west end of the Museum enjoyed its first official paving 

job. Previously only chip-sealed, the lot was carefully graded, paved, and striped. 
Handicap parking spots for disabled guests will be added to the lot.
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            Thank You for Your Support

SHARLOT’S CIRCLE
Ralph & Christy Dinsman
Marion Elliott
Bryan & Pearl Grapentine

Mark & Amy Schiavoni
Oren Thompson &

Ann Sterling

James Van Zeyl 
Fred & Sally Veil
Ron & Kathy Watson

LEGACY CIRCLE
Anonymous

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Craig & Sandy Brown
Lynn Cvetkovich
Charles & Christine Hastings
Jack & Jenise Jackson

Gilbert & Candace Lara
Patricia McKlem 
Eugene & Alicia Scott
Lois Smith & Nancy Marks

Andrew Wallace
Pamela Y. Walton
Ed & Vera Williams

CURATOR’S CIRCLE
Harry & Debbie Allen
Catherine Asimakis
Shirley Avery & Amy Hurst
Dewey & Ida Born
Barbara Burton
Thomas & Wendy Collins
William John Ehrig
George Fuller
Robert Gessner &   

Catherine Palm-Gessner

Jim Griset & Selina Gelzhiser
Barbara Indra
Kenneth Jackson &  

Gina Kritchevsky
Philip & Sharon James
Sue & Lance Kissel
Richard & Lois Longfield
David & Nancy Maurer
William & Carol Miller
Becky L. Nelson

Van O’Steen
Joe & Kathy Parks
Barbara Richardson-Cox   

& David J. Cox
Timothy & Martha Rooney
Bernard Ruhnke
James Swenson    

& Ann Hansen
Janet Travis
Michael & Jeanine Woods

Sharlot Hall Museum 
members comprise the 
lifeblood that sustains 
the vision of our founder,
Sharlot Hall, and the heritage
she created in 1928. For
your generous and ongoing
support, we THANK YOU.

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Ben Andre
Keith Bochat
Susan and Ken Coleman
Clara E. Cooke
Anne C. Fears
Robert Gray, Jr.
Barbara Harber
Mary Hays
Angeline Henrie
Dava Hoffman
Pat Jacobson

Keith Kimsey
Ken & Jacquelyn Kimsey
Marlin & Tana Kuykendall
John Lambert
Stan Lehman
Emily Leyshon
Patrick & T.J. Mackin
Jonne Markham
Margaret Maxwell
Jan A. Musial
Lorna Pabst & Antonio DeAcosta

Robert & Diane Pecharich
Jean N. Phillips
Val & Harry Plumlee
Leo Purcell
Virginia Rice
Paul & Shannon Rosenblatt
Becky Ruffner
Elisabeth Ruffner
Melissa Ruffner
W. David Rummel
Patricia Shaw

Claudette Simpson
Shirley Tersey
Ann B. Tewksbury
Diane Timothy
Marshall Trimble
Carol & Edmond Webster
Gloria Williams
Linda & Ronald Woodward

HERITAGE CIRCLE
Gary & Elizabeth Arnold
William & Joan Arthur
David Alec Babbitt   

&  Karen Spear
Sandra Bennett
Sterling & Crystal Bennett
Larry & Carol Bessel
Alan & Emily Blaine
Connie Cantelme
Eugene & Marilyn Chesson
Norman & Barbara Delucchi
Della Dixon
Brian & Connie Donovan
Kenneth Edwards

Allan & Catherine Englekirk
Eloise Esser
Gary & Jeanette Frank
Steven Gaber &
 Patricia Bruneau-Gaber
Scott & Kami Gastineau
Gerald & Nancy Hans
Karen & Bob Hodges
Carol & Donald Hood
Pat & Bud Kofron
William & Jane Kowalewski
Robert & Nancy Kravetz
Michael & Deanna Lamar
John & Nancy Lambert

Karen and Ken Leja
Lauren Looney
Patricia M. Lundblad
John & Ruth Lysak
Arthur & Dolores Manburg
Jim & Lynda Matakovich
James & Pat McCarver
Bonnie McMinn & Greg Stein
David & Kathleen Mecca
Becky L. Nelson
Carol & Gene Nelson
Mike & Jackie Olson
Suzanne Pfister &
 Doug Kluender

Mike & Sharon Popowniak
James & Suzanne Robb
Hardy & Katie Rose
Richard & Bi Sallomi
Edward & Virginia Seaver
Bill & Carol Semplice
Murray & Dawn Smolens
Stan & Jan Steiner
Kathryn Vines
Ms. Gene Wells
Barbara Wich
James M. & Ellen R. Williams
John & Tamara Zivic
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EVENTS
Upcoming events at Sharlot Hall & Fort Whipple museums.

   2017 2017 2017 2017 2017 2017
FALL/WINTER HOURS:   Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 

Sunday, 12 noon to 4 p.m. 

DAILY – “Meeting the 4 O’Clock Train” – The history of rail-
roading in Arizona’s Central Highlands, from the ‘Railroad 
War’ of 1893 to the final passenger train to Prescott in the 
1960s. Artifacts from Prescott’s railways, plus an elaborate 
HO-scale model reconstruction of the Santa Fe rail yard in 
1920s Prescott and surrounding area on display.

11 NOVEMBER - Saturday - ArizonA History Adventure 
at the Museum, Victorian mourning, an appropriate 

topic for the day’s activities on Veteran’s Day. 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. FREE for children

18 Nov. – Saturday – “Ordinary Skin: Lyric Essays of Mud 
& Work” – Amy Hale Auker presents an afternoon of 

reading, poetry and humor as she speaks about mud and 
growing food on untillable soil, being a woman who cow-
boys, and an exploration of dragonflies, weather, artifacts, 
body image and beauty. Museum Lecture Series. West Gal-
lery—2 p.m. Admission FREE.

2 DECEMBER – Saturday – Frontier CHristmAs - Enjoy a 
traditional holiday experience as the Spirit of Christmas 

Past visits Prescott. Frontier family holiday festivities and 
the manner in which they celebrated varied widely. With a 
tradition of Christmas going back to the first celebration in 
Prescott in 1864, local inhabitants had their own thoughts 
on the matter. 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Admission $5.

. . .AND SAVE THESE DATES IN 2018:

2-3 JUNE - Saturday & Sunday - FoLk Arts FAir - 45tH 
AnnuAL - Enjoy the crafts, trades, and amusements 

of the past, a bygone era re-created, as well as good ol’-fash-
ioned fun. More than 75 activities and presentations fea-
turing traditional folk and pioneer “Living History” crafts 
and more. Lots of hands-on activities for young people of 
all ages. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. Saturday; 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Sunday; Ad-
mission $9; members $5, FREE for 17 & under.

11 JUNE – CeLebrAte 90 yeArs oF sHArLot HALL 
museum – On this date in 1928, Sharlot Hall opened 

the doors to the “Museum” in the Governor’s Mansion. 
SAVE THE DATE as plans are for a celebratory experience 
on the Museum campus.  10 a.m.–5 p.m. 

7-8 JULY - Saturday & Sunday - PresCott indiAn Art 
mArket – 21st AnnuAL — More than 100 Indian art-

ists and vendors showcase hand-crafted native wares, tradi-
tional food, music, and dance. Come for the fry bread; stay 
for the exhibition and sale of pottery, jewelry, paintings, and 
sculptures at this premier, Southwestern juried art show.  
9 a.m.–5 p.m. Saturday; 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Sunday; Admission $10; 
members $8, FREE for 17 & under. 

4 AUGUST — Saturday — Western History Sym posium, 
15tH  Annual features informative presentations on a vari-

ety of subjects relevant to our western heritage. Co-present-
ed with the Prescott Corral of Westerners Int’l. 9:30 a.m. to 
8:30 p.m., Prescott Centennial Center, Admission FREE.

18 AUGUST - Saturday - sHArLot’s WineFest - 6tH Annu-
AL - Tastings of premier wines, craft brews, spirits and 

gourmet food from local restaurants at this fundraising event 
on the picturesque Sharlot Hall Museum campus. Limited 
number of Admission tiCkets available in advance at the 
Museum admissions and gift shop.  4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Admission 
$55 per person, $100 per couple. 

6-7 OCTOBER – Saturday & Sunday – FoLk musiC Fes-
tivAL – 40tH AnnuAL – Music of more than 200 musi-

cians from throughout the Southwest, with 90 performances 
on four stages throughout the Museum campus. Jam with the 
artists at this longest-running folk music event in the state. 
10 a.m.–4 p.m. both days; Admission $10 day, $15 two-day pass; 
members $8, FREE for 17 & under.

...also in 2018:
Look for a new exhibit in the theater gallery that 
will feature “Arizona and The Great War” - the 
challenges, experiences, and impact on citizens in 
the newest state of the Union becoming involved in 
the “Great War” in Europe... a centennial heritage 
production from the trenches of the Ardennes to 
the farms and families of the Southwest.

R E T U R N        S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D

Check out our website:
           www.sharlot.org

Find us here:


