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T

he romance and adventure of days gone by—or should we say, trains gone by—continue to
capture the imaginations of Prescott’s young and old in our new railroad-focused exhibit.
From original artifacts and see-how-it-works engine dissections, to the massive HO-scale model
train layout of early Prescott, there’s something for everyone to see -- from casual observers to
avid enthusiasts -- and discover in the facts and stories recounted.
Railroads ushered a new era into the Arizona Territory. From begining to end, “Meeting the Four O’Clock Train” chronicles the history of
railroads in Prescott—a period stretching from the late 1800s all the way
to the 1980s. For model train devotees, the detailed HO-scale model
train layout creates a dynamic centerpoint for the exhibit. Created by
the Central Arizona Model Railroad Club specifically for the exhibit, the
layout and model trains depict the Santa Fe rail yard in 1920s Prescott,
including the trestle over Granite Creek and surrounding areas.
Guests examine the exhibit, while modelers string phone lines on the model train layout.

Volunteer Training Begins January 12 Frontier Christmas
not a class, but a pathway for
Ushers In Holidays
It’shelping
preserve Arizona’s past.

Training begins Thursday, January 12
for becoming a volunteer docent, archival assistant, or Living History interpreter at both Sharlot Hall and Fort
Whipple museums.
The 16-week Thursday schedule
provides each volunteer the proper
historical background to share their
personal passion for local history and
the Museum with the community.
Training will include facts about
Volunteers are involved in almost every aspect
Sharlot Hall (the museum’s founder),
of Museum work, from events to tours.
the buildings on the museum campus,
local anthropology, and other developments in the history of Central Arizona.
Training prepares volunteers to fill much-needed Museum roles, such as a tour
guide, building docent, Living History interpreter, or assistant in collections, admissions, store merchandising, Museum festivals, and archival work.
Classes will be Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. beginning January 12 and
continuing through April 26 at the Sharlot Hall Museum, and are conducted by
Museum staff. To register or for more information, contact volunteer coordinator
Murray Smolens at (928) 445-3122 ext. 18.

T

he Museum welcomed crowds
of more than 600 on Saturday
evening, December 3.
Visitors enjoyed a frontier-themed
Christmas experience, with hot cider and cookies, brought to life by
Living History interpreters in the
various historical buildings.
Between carolling, eating, crafting,
and listening to tales of Prescott long
ago, guests enjoyed themselves, and
the event was voted a success by all.
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Capital Campaign

A

s we enter a new year, I
am pleased to report that
2016 was another good
year for your Museum. Since
much of what we have accomplished over the past calendar year has been reported in this
space in previous editions of the Messenger, I will not repeat
it here. Suffice it to say, your Museum is in good shape.
Our finances are stable, admissions and membership revenue are up, we continue to make progress with our exhibit
expansion program, and importantly, our visitors – almost
without exception – express a high degree of satisfaction
with their visitation experience.
These results are due, of course, to the respective contributions of our volunteers, members, staff, Board of Trustees
and friends. The talents, time, efforts and financial support
of these dedicated supporters have provided the leadership,
expertise, labor and means to enable us to achieve another
highly successful year.

As noted elsewhere in this publication, our capital campaign to raise $2.25 million for the design and construction
of an Education Center on the Museum campus is progressing nicely. Thus far, our campaign has been – for the most
part – operating under the radar with considerable success.
This “low-key” approach will change in the months ahead
as we expand our outreach for the project with an objective
of having it totally funded by the end of the year.
The Education Center will be an important addition to the
Museum campus. We have long recognized that the ability
of the Museum to meet and expand its educational programming and permanent exhibits is limited by its physical plant.
The capacity of the existing theater and multi-purpose
room in the Lawler Exhibit Center does not adequately support existing programs and events, nor does it allow for expanded activities that require such facilities.
Further, the continued need of these spaces for educational and other purposes precludes expansion of the Museum’s
permanent exhibits in the Lawler Exhibit Center in accordance with our long-term exhibit plan.
Construction of this planned, state-of-the-art Education
Center will address these infrastructure deficiencies, help
ensure the Museum’s continuity and growth, and further its
mission to preserve and promote Arizona history for present
and future generations.

Arizona Tax Credit Donations
I am also pleased to report that many Museum members
and friends have generously reponded to our end-of-year
financial request. The November mailing asked you to continue to provide cultural and historic value for Arizona residents and visitors by helping sustain the Museum at a level
that ensures its continued vitality.
Many of you have gone online to “DONATE” or have returned the gift envelope with checks for a calendar 2016 contribution or for a sustaining membership with the Museum.
In connection with the Prescott Evening Lion’s Foundation, many have identified all or part of the dollar-for-dollar
tax credit on one’s Arizona State income taxes specifically
designating the Museum as the charitable recipient. As of
the end of calendar 2016, almost $9,000 has been received in
tax credit donations.
This Tax Credit program remains a viable opportunity for
Arizonans through the April 15, 2017, filing date as a dollar-for-dollar credit towards the state tax. For a federal tax
contribution deduction for 2016, a December 31 deadline
applies or, if made after that date, it may be applied towards
your 2017 filing.

AVAILABLE AT THE MUSEUM DEPOT AND STORE.

This past year has been a good one.
Together, we look forward to an even
better 2017.
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Early Arizona Comes to Life...

Pre-History Wing Completion T
Set for Early Spring 2017

T

he existing three elements of the Pre-History wing of the
Lawler Exhibit Center include the “Beasts,” the Clovis
people, and both archaic and early agriculture. The final segment of the Pre-History exhibit is currently under construction, and will comprise five segments that tell the history of
West-Central Arizona.
The newest segment includes exhibits and artifacts that
present the inherent influences and impacts of various peoples that inhabited the Central Arizona Highlands, from the
remnants of the Prescott Culture (ancestral to today’s Yavapai
Indian Tribe), the influence of the Hohokam people (from the
Valley), and the many mysteries surrounding the plethora of
hilltop sites that dot the highlands landscape.
In addition to the extraordinary pottery case already featured in the east wing, expanded stories and dioramas will
feature Hohokam artifacts discovered in the area, a representative pit-house structure of the early indigenous people, a
village scene where pottery and goods were bartered, and
multiple panels and multimedia graphics explaining much
of the culture that is the
prehistory of West-Central Arizona.
A highlight feature
will be a multimedia
‘window’ that presents
the hilltop sites—specifically, views from
prehistoric architecture
for which any definitive
explanation
remains
The future “hilltop site”—soon to house couched in ongoing disan immersive multimedia window
cussion, debate, and curiosity. The visuals will include the views from various hilltop
sites that provide possible explanations for their existence, as
well as the quest to protect these sites from encroachment and
destruction.
In addition to the hilltop site “experience,” guests will be
able to enter a reproduction pit-house—a semi-underground
dwelling built with local resources such as clay and logs,
and used by many early Arizona cultures, including the Hohokam, Prescott and Sinagua, as dwellings sites.
Completion of this pre-history wing of the Lawler Exhibit
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he fragile, ancient images etched on 18 boulders
in the Museum’s ethnobotanical garden are 		
permanently safe from curious hands.
Installation of a sturdy iron fence marked the finish
of this outdoor exhibit, which was long in the making—
literally!
These petroglyphs originated with the mysterious
Prescott Culture, mentioned in the soon-to-be 		
completed pre-history exhibit. Stop by and see these
prehistoric masterpieces the next time you visit!

Outdoor
Petroglyph
Display
SAFE
Behind Bars

Left: Prehistoric dioramas
include early agriculture
Below Left: Detail of the pithouse construction
Below: Exhibit designers construct the pit-house structure

Center has been a five-year project
which culminates later this year—
probably in late March or early
April.
Expect the announcement of a
special members-only preview of
the final portion, as we approach
the opening date.
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BUILD YOUR OWN TRAIN:

Family-Friendly Lecture Welcomes Kids

A

ctivities at the Museum
aren’t just for adults!
Kids are invited to make
a model train on Saturday, January 21, in connection with the new railroad
exhibit, “Meeting the 4
O’Clock Train.”
Create the landscape, from the downtown Depot to Granite Creek, or from Fort Whipple to the Prescott Courthouse.
Then build a locomotive and add a rail car or two. The creative, educational activity is FREE for children accompanied
by an adult, and is in tandem with the lecture presentation
by Al Bates on the “Prescott Railroad Wars of 1893” at 2 p.m.
For creative inspiration, the Museum’s new train exhibit,
“Meeting the 4 O’Clock Train,” showcases the local heritage
of railroading with artifacts, historical panels, and interactive
models. The display features a 20-foot by 12-foot HO-scale
model railroad scene depicting the downtown Depot, the
Dells, and the roundhouse of Prescott, and was created exclusively for the Museum exhibit by members of the Central
Arizona Model Railroad Club.
The childrens’ campus activity will be continuous from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.; admission to the lecture is also FREE, and begins at 2 p.m. in the West Gallery of the Lawler Exhibit Center.

Museum Appreciates Financial
Support from Community

T

Fred Veil and David Maurer

he Museum recently
announced two generous donations from community supporters. At the
recent retirement event for
Prescott Chamber of Commerce CEO David Maurer, a significant financial
donation was accepted by
Fred Veil, Museum Executive Director, presented in

Maurer’s name and honor.
The Prescott Evening Lions Foundation, represented by
Club President Karen Leja, provided an end-of-year check
for almost $9,000 to the Museum from designated donations
received through its Arizona State Tax Credit program.
This program remains a viable opportunity for Arizonans
through the April 15, 2017, filing date as a dollar-for-dollar
credit towards an individual’s (or married couple’s) state
tax. For a federal tax contribution deduction for 2016, a December 31 deadline applies or, if made after that date, it may
be applied towards the 2017 filing. Donations to the Foundation and designated to the Museum can still be made.

4

J anuary /F ebruary 2017 - S harlot H all M useum M essenger

News Briefs:

J

Cordier, owner of Piñon
Painting has accepted a position
on the Board of Trustees for the Sharlot Hall Museum. Previously, he has
served on the Stark County (Ohio)
board of the Painting & Decorating
Contractors of America for many
years in all positions. He has been a
long-time active Prescottonian along
with his wife and son’s family.
immy

A

n important new artifact for the
Museum was recently acquired
for its collections. Dwain Oliver
has donated the ‘Chiquito’ Medal
of Honor planchet to the Museum.
This is the sole remaining piece of the
original Medal presented to Apache
scout Chiquito in 1875 for his acts of
valor during Arizona’s Indian Wars.
This is the brass piece that inspired
our recent Medal of Honor exhibit,
and is the only one of the 11 awarded
to Indian scouts for actions during
that conflict that is known to exist today. It is an important piece of history and we are deeply indebted to Mr.
Oliver for entrusting the Museum
with its preservation.

Noggle Building: New Year, New Roof

Y

ou may not recognize the name
“Noggle”, but rest assured this venerable
old building is a valued part of the Museum
campus—and a sturdy new roof will extend
its already-long life.
Nestled behind the Print Shop, Mercantile,
and Black Smith Shop, and cornered in by
the newer Trades Building, the Noggle acts
as general storage, exhibit workshop, and
rental space for commercial tenants. Named
for the man that ran a bronze foundry in the
building in the 1950s, its history extends back
to the early 20th century--the outer walls still
bear rings used for hitching up teams from
newly-arrived freight wagons.
The new roof will refresh the old building
considerably, and we look forward to many
more years of Museum use!

L

History continues on its
usual second-Saturday schedule,
beginning on January 14 with the
theme of Pastimes and Pleasures,
or the handcrafts and indoor games
that early Prescottonians enjoyed
during the colder months. Feel free
to join in—the perfect way to while
away a few chilly hours!
iving

T

Museum needs your help—
with an exhibit we plan to open
in 2018 commemorating Arizona’s
involvement in the Great War (World
War I). The display’s focus will be
Prescott, Yavapai County, and the
homefront stories of men and women involved in the war effort. We
would like to have as many local stories as possible for this exhibit.
If you have photographs, objects,
or memorabilia from Yavapai County during the 1917-1918 period that
you’d be willing to loan or donate to
the Museum for this exhibit, contact
Mick Woodcock at 928-445-3122 ext.
17 or mick@sharlot.org
he

The Orphan Trains
Railroaded
Marilyn Irvin Holt
Richard White

Train
Stickers
Dover Mini Books

Workin’ on
the Railroad
Richard Reinhardt

American
The Railroad
Locomotives and the Canyon
Ron Ziel
Rudy Gerber

Iron Horses
Grand Canyon Illustrated History
Meeting the
Walter Borneman
of Mayer, AZ
Railroad
Four O’Clock Train
Nancy Burgess
Rudy
Gerber
Dixon Fagerberg

AVAILABLE AT THE MUSEUM STORE, 415 W. GURLEY ST.
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Education Center Capital
Campaign Expanding Nicely

T

he capital campaign for
building the future Education Center on the Museum campus continues to
grow steadily.
At least $820 thousand
of the estimated $2.25 million has already been raised
through donations and
pledges from members,
friends, organizations and
year-end gifts.
GOAL:
$2.25 mil.

The Center’s first floor will include an auditorium, catering kitchen, and lobby with display
space, providing a better venue for events.

P

ractical appeal of the proposed
Education Center project is
self-evident: an expanded auditorium that seats 135, classroom space,
$1,500,000
additional ground-level restrooms,
and a catering kitchen will provide
expanded opportunities for events
$1,000,000
and educational presentations.
The second floor will provide ex$820,000 panded classrooms, workshop areas
for volunteer training, a conference
$500,000
room and staff offices, in addition to
educational production offices.
The foyer of the new Education
Center will provide additional display space, as well as recognition for those major contributors to its building fund. Preliminary plans are available for
viewing in the Lawler Exhibit Center lobby, and a community-wide appeal for support is already in phase one.
Stop by the Museum to view the architectural renderings,
and ask for a facilities brochure. To contribute to the project’s
capital campaign, contact Executive Director Fred Veil at 4453122 ext. 12, or fredv@sharlot.org.
$2,000,000

Matthew VanLanen Joins Museum Staff

W

isconsin native Matthew VanLanen joined the Museum’s custodial staff this past summer, following
Carlos Parra’s retirement.
Prior to moving to Prescott in May, 2015, Matt worked
as a career fireman in the suburbs of Green Bay, WI. He
holds a degree in criminal justice from Wisconsin’s Carroll University, where he also played football. His education branched into other areas at Northeast Wisconsin
Technical College, where he studied fire science.
Outside of his time at the Museum, Matt volunteers as
a fireman with the Groom Creek Fire District. He also enjoys restoring antique Volkswagen buses at a local shop,
and managing his own business of crafting decorative
American flags from wood.
Welcome to the SHM team, Matt!
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Thank You
for Your Support

...and please
patronize our

Corporate
Members
Arizona Tile, Prescott
Barrett Propane
BBVA Compass Bank
BloomTree Realty Arizona, LLC
Brown & Brown Insurance
CableOne
Comfort Inn, Prescott
Country Bank
Distinctive Dental Care
Dorn Homes
El Gato Azul
Fann Contracting, Inc.
Finston Engineering Services
Freeport McMoRan
Hicks Dental Group
Improvement District Services
Lamb Chevrolet
Larry Thomas Salon
Piñon Painting
Prescott Honda / York Dodge
Prescott Newspapers, Inc. (The Daily Courier)
Prescott Regulators & their Shady Ladies
Print Time
Psychiatric Services of Prescott
Raskins Jewelers
Rummel Eye Care
Sean Goté Gallery
Sir Speedy Printing of Prescott
Soldi Back Alley Bistro
Springhill Suites and Residence Inn
True Value Hardware, Prescott
Valpak of Northern Arizona
Yavapai Title Agency
Wine Cellar Experts
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Thank You for Your Support
LEGACY CIRCLE
Anonymous

SHARLOT’S CIRCLE
Marion Elliott
Bryan & Pearl Grapentine
Mark & Amy Schiavoni

Oren Thompson & 		
Ann Sterling
James Van Zeyl

Fred & Sally Veil
Sara & William Ware
Ron & Kathy Watson

Gilbert & Candace Lara
David & Nancy Maurer
Patricia McKlem
Eugene & Alicia Scott

Lois Smith & Nancy Marks
Andrew Wallace
Ed & Vera Williams

Harry & Debbie Allen
Catherine Asimakis
Shirley Avery & Amy Hurst
Dewey & Ida Born
Barbara Burton
Thomas & Wendy Collins
Kay Cornett
Lynn Cvetkovich
Beverly & 			
Lawrence Dandurand
William John Ehrig

Robert Gessner & 		
Catherine Palm-Gessner
Emily & Dan Griffin
Karen & Bob Hodges
Barbara Indra
Kenneth Jackson &
Gina Kritchevsky
Philip & Sharon James
Kenson Construction
Robert & Nancy Kravetz
William & Carol Miller
Mike Milroy & 			
Zerilda Browning

Van O’Steen
Joe & Kathy Parks
Mike & Sharon Popowniak
Barbara Richardson-Cox 		
& David J. Cox
Timothy & Martha Rooney
James Swenson 			
& Ann Hansen
Janet Travis
Kathryn Vines
Pamela Y. Walton
Michael & Jeanine Woods
Fulton & Nancy Wright

George Fuller
Steven Gaber &
Patricia Bruneau-Gaber
Scott & Kami Gastineau
Mary Theresa &
Richard Gollhofer
Gerald & Nancy Hans
Carol & Donald Hood
Pat & Bud Kofron
William & Jane Kowalewski
John & Diana LaMar
Michael & Deanna Lamar
John & Nancy Lambert
Karen & Ken Leja
Richard & Lois Longfield

Lauren Looney
Patricia M. Lundblad
John & Ruth Lysak
Jim & Lynda Matakovich
James & Pat McCarver
Bonnie McMinn & Greg Stein
David & Kathleen Mecca
Laura L. Miner
Lara Moore
Larry Moore & Gretchen Phelps
Becky L. Nelson
Carol & Gene Nelson
Ogg’s Hogan-Jeff & Robin Ogg
Hardy & Katie Rose

Richard & Mary Margaret Ross
Bernard Ruhnke
Richard & Bi Sallomi
Edward & Virginia Seaver
Murray & Dawn Smolens
Stan & Jan Steiner
Gail & Peter Van Horsen
Ms. Gene Wells
Barbara Wich
James M. & Ellen R. Williams
Warner Wise &
Maurine Haeberlin
Priscilla Wright
John & Tamara Zivic

Keith Kimsey
Ken & Jacquelyn Kimsey
Marlin & Tana Kuykendall
John Lambert
Stan Lehman
Emily Leyshon
Patrick & T.J. Mackin
Jonne Markham
Margaret Maxwell
Jan A. Musial
Lorna Pabst & Antonio DeAcosta

Robert & Diane Pecharich
Jean N. Phillips
Val & Harry Plumlee
Leo Purcell
Virginia Rice
Paul & Shannon Rosenblatt
Becky Ruffner
Elisabeth Ruffner
Melissa Ruffner
W. David Rummel
Patricia Shaw

Claudette Simpson
Shirley Tersey
Ann B. Tewksbury
Betty Thompson
Diane Timothy
Marshall Trimble
Patrick Valdez
Carol & Edmond Webster
Gloria Williams
Linda & Ronald Woodward

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

Sharlot Hall Museum
members comprise the
lifeblood that sustains
the vision of our founder,
Sharlot Hall, and the heritage
she created in 1928. For
your generous and ongoing
support, we THANK YOU.
HERITAGE CIRCLE
Gary & Elizabeth Arnold
David Alec Babbitt 		
& Karen Spear
Barrington House
Larry & Carol Bessel
Joan Bigley
Alan & Emily Blaine
Eugene & Marilyn Chesson
Norman & Barbara Delucchi
Della Dixon
Kenneth Edwards
Allan & Catherine Englekirk
Eloise Esser
Gary & Jeanette Frank

Craig & Sandy Brown
Ralph & Christy Dinsman
Bob & Nancy Dorwart
Charles & Christine Hastings

CURATOR’S CIRCLE

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Ben Andre
Keith Bochat
Susan and Ken Coleman
Clara E. Cooke
Anne C. Fears
Robert Gray, Jr.
Barbara Harber
Mary Hays
Angeline Henrie
Dava Hoffman
Pat Jacobson
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EVENTS

Check out our website:

www.sharlot.org
Find us here:

Upcoming events at Sharlot Hall & Fort Whipple museums.

2017 2017 2017 2017 2017 2017

WINTER HOURS: Monday thru Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Sunday, 12 noon to 4 p.m.
DAILY – “Meeting the 4 O’Clock Train” – The history of
railroading in Arizona’s Central Highlands, from the ‘Railroad War’ of 1893 to the final passenger train to Prescott in
the 1960s. Artifacts from Prescott’s railways, plus an elaborate HO-scale model reconstruction of the Santa Fe rail
yard in 1920s Prescott and surrounding area on display.
JANUARY – Saturday – Arizona History Adventure
at the Museum features Winter activities – what we
do indoors when it’s cold outdoors. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
JAN. - Saturday - “Prescott Railroad War, 1893” —
Al Bates highlights the short-lived, non-violent, but
intense war between two competing railroad lines vying
for dominance in the Prescott area. Museum Lecture Series. West Gallery—2 p.m. Admission FREE.
21 JAN. – Saturday – Kid’s Rail Day activity at the Museum
features creating a model train layout, and making a wood
train locomotive and caboose. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. FREE.
21 JAN. – Saturday – Frontier Arizona Adventure at Fort
Whipple Museum features training for interpreters on living history and the frontier army. 9 a.m. to 12 noon FREE.
FEBRUARY – Saturday – Arizona History Adventure
at the Museum features “Make it or fix it” – clothing
construction/repair on the frontier. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
FEB. - Saturday - “History of the Smoki” — Cindy
Gresser outlines the history of the “Smoki” – a created “Indian culture” developed to boost tourism and raise
funds to underwrite the Prescott Rodeo, only to be redefined in the 20th century as a Native American cultural
museum. Museum Lecture Series. West Gallery—2 p.m.
Admission FREE.
25 FEB. – Saturday – Frontier Arizona Adventure at Fort
Whipple Museum features a look at the “Old Arizona”
military experience with its frontier caste system and how
it operated. 9 a.m. to 12 noon FREE.
MARCH – Saturday – Arizona History Adventure at
the Museum features frontier medicine, treating sickness on the Arizona frontier, including a close look at the
territorial medicine cabinet (or box). 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
MARCH – Saturday – “Women of the Pleasant Valley
War” – Jayne Peace Pyle describes one of the bloodiest range wars in American history, and the women who
suffered from fear, isolation, displacement, depression
and anxiety -- yet they stayed! Museum Lecture Series.
West Gallery—2 p.m. Admission FREE.
18 MAR. – Saturday – Frontier Arizona Adventure at Fort
Whipple Museum. Arizona or bust... what life was like at
the fort in territorial times. 9 a.m. to 12 noon FREE.
APRIL - Saturday - “The Harvey Girls of Northern
Arizona” — A panel discussion and presentation of
the Harvey Girls, the iconic hostesses of the Harvey Hotels who provided hospitality and excellent food along
the railway lines of the Old West. Museum Lecture Series.
West Gallery—2 p.m. Admission FREE.

RETURN

SERVICE REQUESTED

14
21

11
25

11
18

22
8

29

APRIL - Saturday - “The Working Cowboy” — Discover the folkways, arts and traditions in an intimate,
down-home look at the working cowboy by those who
work the trade... music, poetry, stories, historical presentations and cowboy crafts. Sharlot Hall Museum campus—9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $10 adults, FREE for children.

...AND SAVE THESE DATES:
3-4 JUNE - Saturday & Sunday - Folk Arts Fair - 44th Annual - More than 75 activities and presentations featuring
traditional folk and pioneer “Living History” crafts, activities and more.
8-9 JULY — Saturday & Sunday — Prescott Indian Art Market – 20th Annual — More than 100 Indian artists and vendors showcase native-crafted items, wares, traditional food,
music and dance. Juried art show.
5 AUGUST — Saturday — Western History Symposium,
14th Annual features informative presentations on a variety
of subjects relevant to our western heritage. Co-presented
with the Prescott Corral of Westerners International. 9:30
a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
19 AUGUST-Saturday - Sharlot’s WineFest - 5th Annual Tastings of premier wines, craft brews, spirits and gourmet
food from local restaurants.
7-8 OCTOBER - Saturday & Sunday - Folk Music Festival,
39th Annual — Longest-running folk music event in Arizona; 200-plus musicians, more than 90 groups performing at
four venues throughout four-acre campus.
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