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Artistic Pastime: 
Antique Quilts in 
Special Exhibit
 19,685...the number of miniature 
squares hand-stitched in Emma An-
dres’ quilt “Ninety and Nine”, now on 
display as part of the Museum’s spe-
cial September quilt exhibit.
      A tradition handed down over centu-
ries, quiltmaking was an ever-popular 
pastime amongst early Prescott wom-
en, providing families with warm--and 
decorative--blankets. But some, such 
as Emma Andres, turned this practical 
handcraft into an art form.
   For the entire month of September, 
11 quilts, all created by Prescott wom-
en during the 1930s and 1940s, will be 
on display in the West Gallery of the 
Lawler Exhibit Center. Knowledgeable 
docents are ready to welcome visitors 
and tell them more about the amazing 
pieces on display. 
   Assembled with the assistance of 
Museum volunteer and quilting en-
thusiast Gail Van Horsen, the exhibit 
showcases the creativity and resource-
fulness of the Depression and war-time 
eras. Five different women stitched the 
the quilts on display, although some 
had never been fully completed and 
were recently finished by the Heritage 
Quilt Study Group that meets on Tues-
days at the Museum.        
        Continued. on pg. 6  

Take Note:
It’s time to make 

music, again!
The first weekend of October is quickly ap-

proaching, which means the 38th Annual Folk 
Music Festival is almost upon us. Featuring 200-
plus musicians, 90 groups, and four venues around 
the Museum campus, the Folk Music Festival is a 
yearly extravaganza that brings musicians together 
from around the Southwest. 

Both young and old will enjoy two days of work-
shops and performances, ranging from folk to 
country to bluegrass to gospel. Bring your own in-
strument and join in an impromptu “jam session,” 
relish a picnic lunch on the grass, or just relax on a 
shady seat and savor the music. 

Wondering about your favorite performer, en-
semble, or group? This year’s performance lineup 
has already been determined, and the schedule is 
available for your perusal on page 5. Any changes 
prior to the event will be announced online. 

Event admission prices are a discounted $8.00 for 
members, $10.00 for the general public, and free for 
17 and under.  
JC Scott entertains the crowd at last year’s event.



In the nearly three years that I have been privileged to 
serve as the director of the Sharlot Hall Museum, I have 

made it a point to regularly engage with our visitors. One 
reason I do this is to get input as to how we are perceived 
by the visiting public, and I am pleased to report, rarely do 
I receive any negative comments. Rather, the comments are 
almost universally favorable and, more often than not, ex-
tremely laudatory with respect to the quality of the grounds, 
buildings and exhibits, and the knowledge and friendliness 
of our staff and volunteers.
   Much of the space in this newsletter over the years has 
been devoted to recognizing the many and valuable contri-
butions of our volunteers. And, rightfully so, as volunteers 
are of critical importance to the operation of the Museum. 
On the other hand, we do not always fully acknowledge the 
valuable contributions of our very talented and dedicated 
staff. It is time we do so.

Meeting the Public

First impressions set the stage for how we may be per-
ceived, and in this respect we are fortunate to have per-

sons like Gail Sisson, Dawn Smolens and Alan Blaine greet, 
admit and orient our visitors in a friendly and professional 
manner. Reinforcing that perception at the other end of the 
visit, are the versatile Dawn, and Sadie Elliott-Miller and 
Paul Kirchner, who staff the Museum Store—the exit point 
of a visit—and likewise treat our guests with friendliness 
and professionalism.
   The Museum’s beautifully landscaped grounds and the 
excellent condition and cleanliness of our buildings are reg-
ularly noted by our visitors in very complimentary terms. 
The care and maintenance of our grounds are, of course, the 
responsibility of Steve Whitley, who also excels in a variety 
of other trades which are put to good use by the Museum. 
Cody Bennett, our Facilities Manager, and Tim Yungman, 
apply their considerable talents to maintaining our build-
ings and other facilities, and, importantly, fabricating and 
installing our changing and permanent exhibits. The clean-
liness of our buildings is a credit to Dave Lewis, Matt Van-
Lanen, and, until recently, the now retired Carlos Parra.
   People come to museums for many reasons, but chief 
among them is to experience the history and culture present-
ed by their historic buildings and exhibits. First-time visi-

tors to the Sharlot Hall Museum marvel at the scope, nature 
and quality of our exhibits, which are researched, scripted, 
planned, and organized by our Curatorial Department, led 
by Mick Woodcock and ably assisted by Sandy Lynch and 
Kylin Cummings.  Naturally, the Department is also respon-
sible for the care and preservation of the more than 40,000 
artifacts in the Museum’s collections. Of course, Sandy has 
also managed the Prescott Indian Art Market since its incep-
tion 19 years ago.
   Education is central to what we do as a museum. Our fes-
tivals (excluding PIAM), monthly lectures, volunteer train-
ing, youth programs, tours and a host of other educational 
activities are planned and executed under the leadership of 
Mary Melcher, with the assistance of Murray Smolens. The 
Education Department also manages the Museum’s volun-
teer program, no small task when considering the interests, 
talents and availability of our more than 300 volunteers.
   Archivist Brenda Taylor, with the help of Reference Desk 
Coordinator Tom Schmidt and an impressive array of ded-
icated volunteers, manages the Museum’s archival collec-
tions and its library, providing full-service research oppor-
tunities to thousands of patrons each year. 

Backstage

Others work behind the scenes, performing those func-
tions necessary to ensure that the Museum is oper-

ated on a sound fiscal basis, administered in accordance 
with policy and applicable legal requirements, and visibly 
promoted to the public through a variety of media venues. 
Terry Berrett handles the business functions, including the 
day-to-day accounting and financial reporting to the Board 
and governmental entities.   He is assisted by Bookkeeper 
Connie Hein. The Museum’s administrative functions are 
the responsibility of Nancy Hans, who manages human re-
sources, admissions, membership, real estate, the Museum 
Store, and performs a myriad of other duties that would 
take more space than this column allows to describe.         
   Finally, there is Marketing and Media Manager Ken Leja, 
whose creative efforts produce the marketing materials that 
promote the Museum and its festivals and events, and com-
municate all matters of interest to our members through a 
semi-monthly newsletter and regular electronic notices. 
Ken, who is assisted by Laurie Dellinger, also serves as the 
Museum’s webmaster.
   These are the talented and dedicated persons who make 
this Museum the attraction that it has become. When you 
next cross any of their paths, please thank them for their 
contributions to the success of the Museum.
They deserve it!



   “What a great way to have hazard-
ous materials technicians participate 
in a training exercise that allows for a 
practical response application, as well 
as real-world materials handling in 
a community learning exercise,” de-
scribed Mick Woodcock, Museum 
Chief Curator.
   A public question-and-answer time 
was held both days, and afforded both 
the media and visitors a fascinating 
glimpse into the behind-the-scenes 
work of haz-mat personnel.

News Briefs:
The capital campaign to raise the 

funds for the construction of an 
education center at the southeast 
corner of the Museum’s grounds is 
progressing nicely. Nearly a third of 
the estimated $2 million it will take to 
construct the facility has been raiseid 
through donations and pledges by 
members, friends, organizations, and, 
importantly, bequests from persons 
who have remembered the Museum 
upon their passing. Please stop and 
see the preliminary plan for the Edu-
cation Center on display in the lobby 
of the Lawler Center. For information 
on how to support this important ad-
dition to the Museum campus, con-
tact Executive Director Fred Veil at 
445-3122 ext. 12, or fredv@sharlot.org.

At its July meeting, the Board of 
Trustees elected its officers for 

the 2017 fiscal year, which began on 
July 1. Elected for a second term were 
Kim Finston (President), Carol Bessel 
(Treasurer), and Magdelena Waidner 
(Secretary). Long-time Board mem-
ber Steve Gaber will join them as 
Vice-President, replacing Neil Thom-
as, who left the Board due to term 
limitations after having also served as 
its President for two terms.

Every week, authors from the Mu-
seum and the Prescott Corral of 

Westerners contribute to the “Days 
Past” article in the Sunday edition of 
the local Daily Courier. In addition, a 
radio “Days Past Moment” is broad-
cast six times during each weekend 
on KJZZ radio, which airs locally and 
throughout northern Arizona, with a  
60-second “preview” of the printed 
article.  Check it out!

Have you clicked the “LIKE” button 
on any of the Museum’s Face-

book pages -- one each for Folk Arts 
Festival, Prescott Indian Art Market, 
Folk Music Festival, and the Muse-
um itself? Share  the regular postings. 
Search, ‘like’ and join!

The museum is also on instagram! 
Follow us for photo updates on 

events and more, as well as exclusive  
behind-the-scenes peeks at daily life 
at the Museum.

Haz-mat personnel, trucks, and 
equipment invaded the Museum 

grounds August 30 and 31. Why all the 
fuss? Some old tonics and “snake oil” 
needed to be emptied from the Muse-
um’s collections. 
    No, there was nothing dangerous on 
the campus—rather, a once-in-a-lifetime 
training opportunity for hazardous ma-
terial response teams to conduct “live” 
response exercises. 
   By its nature, the Museum collects 
things. During a recent inventory of 
collectibles acquired over the decades, 
some of the sealed, turn-of-the-centu-
ry glass pharmaceutical conatiners—
themselves being works of art—were 
found to contain completely unknown 
liquids and powders due to lack of iden-
tification or labels.
   Other items contained substances 
known as “Bitters” or “The Magical 
Elixir”—popular cure-alls once consid-
ered useful remedies, but now deemed 
possible hazards.
   Recognizing the potential risks with 
certain items in the collections, Muse-
um curators contacted the Prescott Area 
Hazardous Materials Response Team to 
conduct an evaluation, and after consid-
eration, all agreed it presented an excel-
lent training opportunity.

Grandma’s ‘bitters’ aren’t dangerous 
      ...anymore

Left: One of the 
bottles which was 
cleaned out

Above and Below: 
Haz mat teams 
from multiple 
organizations 
set up camp at 
the Museum, an 
intruiguing sight 
in Prescott’s busy 
downtown!



SEpTEmbEr/OcTObEr 2016 - SHarlOT Hall muSEum mESSEngEr

The sounds of laughter, music and tinkling glasses floated 
across the Museum campus late Saturday afternoon, August 20. 
Guests strolled the grounds, sampling fine wines and tasty hors 
d’oeuvres during Sharlot’s WineFest. 

Continued on pg. 6



Saturday, Oct. 1

Sunday, Oct. 2

Tentative schedule as of Sept. 1, 2016



Unique local quilts 
     continued from pg. 1   

Gail Van Horsen herself is from a 
multi-generational family of quilt 
makers. She is actively researching the 
history of the craft, and her expertise 
was greatly appreciated in the assem-
bly of this exhibit. Mrs. Van Horsen 
will be sharing more of her knowledge 
on these local masterpieces on Sept. 
10, at the free Museum Lecture Series. 
You’ll have the opportunity to learn 
more about the quilts on display, as 
well as the rich history of quiltmaking.  
 Admission to the quilt exhibit 
is included in the price of Museum ad-
mission. A special members-only pre-
view will be held from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, Sept. 1. The exhibit will 
be up through the month of September 
only—see it while it’s here! We  would like to extend 

special thanks to our vendors for 
helping make Sharlot’s WineFest 
such a success:

Soldi Back Alley Bistro

Prescott Crush 
Wine Cafe

El Gato Azul

Barley Hound

Goods from the Garden

Park Plaza Deli

Prescott Brewing

Thumb Butte Distillery

Desert Diamond 
Distillery

Wine Cellar Experts

Action Wines & Spirits

Above: Emma 
Andres, quilter 
extraordinaire

Left & Upper Left: 
Details of quilts on 
display

Wine Fest draws  
capacity crowd

 continued from page 4

Live music provided appropriate 
ambience, and bistro tables scattered 
about accomodated chatting groups. 

Six local restaurants attended, pro-
viding their own signature menus 
paired with carefully selected wines. 
Two breweries and one distillery also 
offered samples of their own craft 
brews and spirits, adding variety to the 
event. Wine Cellar Experts provided 
free presentations on wine and its care. 

Guests were also pleasantly sur-
prised with the fresh structure of the 
event—avoiding last year’s lines and 
tight space, the WineFest made full use 
of the Museum campus, providing am-
ple room to walk, talk, drink, and eat. 
   Weren’t able to attend? The photo 
feature on page 4 recalls a little of the 
festive flavor of the event.

Thank You 
for Your Support

...and please
       patronize our
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Bryan and Pearl Grapentine
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James Van Zeyl 

Fred and Sally Veil
Sara and William Ware
Ron and Kathy Watson

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Craig and Sandy Brown
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Gilbert and Candace Lara

David and Nancy Maurer
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Ed and Vera Williams

CURATOR’S CIRCLE
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Sharlot Hall Museum 
members comprise the 
lifeblood that sustains 
the vision of our founder,
Sharlot Hall, and the heritage
she created in 1928. For
your generous and ongoing
support, we THANK YOU.

LIFETIME MEMBERS
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Keith Bochat
Susan and Ken Coleman
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Anne C. Fears
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Jonne Markham
Margaret Maxwell
Jan A. Musial
Lorna Pabst and    
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Robert & Diane Pecharich

Jean N. Phillips
Val and Harry Plumlee
Leo Purcell
Virginia Rice
Paul & Shannon Rosenblatt
Becky Ruffner
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Melissa Ruffner
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Colleen and Joe Babcock
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Richard and Diane Belveal
Larry and Carol Bessel
Joan Bigley
Alan and Emily Blaine
Cookie Brinkmeyer
Eugene & Marilyn Chesson
Lynn Cvetkovich
Norman and Barbara Delucchi
Della Dixon
Kenneth Edwards
Marion Elliott
Eloise Esser
Richard and Kim Finston
James Fouch

George Fuller
Steven Gaber and   

Patricia Bruneau-Gaber
Mary Theresa and   

Richard Gollhofer
Gerald and Nancy Hans
James & Judith Heidkamp
Cynthia Hernon and   

James Deleget
Karen and Bob Hodges
Carol and Donald Hood
David and S. Kay Keeley
John E. Knoblauch
Pat and Bud Kofron
William and   

Jane Kowalewski
Joan Krauskopf
Robert and Nancy Kravetz
John and Diana LaMar
John and Nancy Lambert
John Langellier

Karen and Ken Leja
Richard and Lois Longfield
Lauren Looney
John and Ruth Lysak
Robert & Barbara Mariano
Jim and Lynda Matakovich
James and Pat McCarver
Bonnie McMinn & Greg Stein
David & Kathleen Mecca
Melodie Merino
Laura L. Miner
Lara Moore
Larry Moore & Gretchen Phelps
Carol and Gene Nelson
Ogg’s Hogan-Jeff & Robin Ogg
Jim and Susie Opdahl
Becky L. Nelson
Joseph R. Pabst
Mike & Sharon Popowniak
Beryl Rae

Hardy and Katie Rose
Richard and   

   Mary Margaret Ross
Bernard Ruhnke 
Richard and Bi Sallomi
Edward and Virginia Seaver
Douglas and Jeanne Sellers
Stanley and Janice Steiner
Gail and Peter Van Horsen
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Ms. Gene Wells
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            Thank You for Your Support



EVENTS
Upcoming events at Sharlot Hall & Fort Whipple museums.

   2016 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016
HOURS: Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, 12 noon to 4 p.m. 

DAILY - “Above & Beyond: Arizona & the Medal of Honor” 
—A special tribute to those associated with Arizona who 
have received our nation’s highest military honor -- the 
156 recipients for actions in the Territory during the Indian 
Wars of the late-1800s, and the 12 born or raised in Arizona, 
recognized for heroism in wars elsewhere.

1 SEPTEMBER—Quilts Exhibit — Heritage Quilt Study 
Group of Sharlot Hall Museum opens an exhibit of 

award-winning Prescott quilts on display during Septem-
ber in the West Gallery, Lawler Exhibit Center.

10 SEPT.—Saturday—“Quilts of Emma Andres and 
Contemporaries:  1930s and 1940s” — Gail Van 

Horsen gives a lecture on area quilters, including well-
known Prescott quilt-maker Emma Andres who created 
award-winning quilts with original artistic designs. Muse-
um Lecture Series. Theater—2 p.m. Admission FREE.

10 SEPT. — Saturday — arizona history adventure 
features sowing rye, plowing, haying, pickling, and 

cider-making. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Sharlot Hall Museum

17 SEPT. - Saturday - Frontier arizona experience at 
Fort Whipple Museum features a look at “Old Ari-

zona” from the eyes of the Cavalryman -- the horseman  
soldier on the Old West. — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Fort Whipple. 

1-2 OCTOBER - Saturday & Sunday - Folk Music Fes-
tival, 38th  Annual — Longest-running folk music 

event in Arizona; 200-plus musicians, more than 90 groups 
performing at four venues throughout four-acre campus.  
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday.  Admission 
$10 guests, $8 members, FREE to ages 17 & under.

3 OCTOBER — HOurS cHangE — Sharlot Hall Museum 
changes its hours of operation for the six months ending 

April 30.  Hours:  10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday, 12 noon to 4 p.m.

8 OCT. — Saturday — arizona history adventure at the 
Sharlot Hall Museum features harvesting apples and 

garden vegetables, cider-making, butter making, sowing 
Winter rye, picking and husking corn. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

15 OCT. - Saturday - Frontier arizona experience at Fort 
Whipple Museum continues its look at “Old Arizo-

na” from the eyes of the Cavalryman -- the horseman  sol-
dier on the Old West. — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Fort Whipple. 

22 OCT. — Saturday — “The Origins of Whiskey Row” 
— Brad Courtney reprises his presentation about 

the origins of Prescott’s famous destination that has been 
cloaked in hearsay, legend and myth. Museum Lecture Se-
ries. West Gallery—2 p.m. Admission FREE. 

12 NOVEMBER — Saturday — arizona history ad-
venture at the Museum features finishing the harvest, 

smaller animal butchering, plowing, largest bounty and 
variety of stored foods, picking and husking corn. 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Sharlot Hall Museum

13 NOV. - Sunday - FINAL DAY: “Arizona and the Medal 
of Honor” — Final day to view the special tribute to 

those associated from Arizona who have received our na-
tion’s highest military honor;  the exhibit will be down in 
preparation for a new presentation in the Theater, Lawler 
Exhibit Center (expected December, 2016). 

19 NOV. — Saturday — “Women of the Pleasant Valley 
War” — Jayne Peace Pyle describes one of the blood-

iest range wars in American history, and the women who 
suffered from fear, isolation, displacement, depression and 
anxiety -- yet they stayed!  Museum Lecture Series. West 
Gallery—2 p.m. Admission FREE. 

3 DECEMBER — Saturday—Frontier Christmas — With a 
tradition of Christmas going back to the first celebration 

in Prescott (1864), take a nostalgic trip back in time to Christ-
mas long ago. Discover how local inhabitants celebrated the 
holiday; learn about traditions common in the late-1800s.—6 
p.m. (following courthouse tree-lighting) to 8:30 p.m., Admission 
$5 adults, FREE for members, youth 17-’n’-under.

SAVE THESE 2017 DATES

3-4    JUNE - Saturday & Sunday - Folk arts Fair - 43rd an-
nual - More than 75 activities and presentations fea-

turing traditional folk and pioneer “Living History”  crafts, 
activities and more.

8-9 JULY — Saturday & Sunday — prescott indian art 
market, 20th annual — More than 100 Indian art-

ists and vendors showcase native-crafted items, wares, tra-
ditional food, music and dance. Juried art show. 

Check out our website:
           www.sharlot.org

Follow us on Twitter:  @sharlothall

...and “like” us on
Facebook.com/SharlotHallMuseum


