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Member Preview for Medal of Honor Exhibit
Set for Saturday, May 21, at Lawler Center
C

Members Preview
May 21
4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

elebrate the exhibit that honors the ordinary
men who did extraordinary deeds—the 156
men who received the Medal of Honor during
the Indian Wars in Arizona, plus the five Arizona-born and the seven raised in the state who
were recognized with the nation’s highest
award for military valor on foreign soil.
The new exhibit, “Above and Beyond:
Arizona and the Medal of Honor,” opens
this month, but the Members Preview will be
Saturday, May 21, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. with a
special reception and dedication.
Colonel Harry Oberg (USA ret.), mayor of
Prescott, is the guest speaker at the special
preview event. Special guests will include Alice Mendoza, widow of Staff Sergeant Manuel
Mendoza, who was honored with the Medal
of Honor for his heroism in Italy during World

War II. His story and those of another 20-plus
honorees are featured in the exhibit.
Originally created in cooperation with the
Arizona Historical Society, the exhibit has been
touring the state since 2014. For its final destination at the Sharlot Hall Museum, the entire
exhibit has undergone a significant face-lift.
New display panels, additional artifacts and
historical details include the rifle of Alchesay,
an Apache Indian Scout from the Indian Wars
(1869-1891) who is one of 11 scouts to receive
the Medal of Honor, details on the individual
honorees, the “Chiquito” medal that inspired
the exhibit, and several versions of the Medal of
Honor from the Civil War to the present.
Reservations are required for the Preview;
contact Gail at the Museum by May 16. Call 928445-3122 ext. 10, or email gails@sharlot.org.

Fair Features Family & Frontier Fun

W

ith almost a half-century of continual presentations, this
year’s Folk Arts Fair promises to be quite a wing-ding!
Taste the fresh-baked Dutch oven biscuits smothered with handchurned ‘real’ butter and honey.
Discover and enjoy such
folk arts as wool spinning, basketweaving, chair caning, yarn
and cloth making, and more.
Try printing on an old-fashioned printing press and watch a
blacksmith prepare to shoe a horse
at the working ‘smithy shop, with forge and anvil, forceps and hammer. See
wood-carvers and pine needle basketry. Try tin punching or corn-husk doll making; try lawn games from frontier times; visit with “Living History” military at the
encampment; try your hand at gold-panning, or your luck at Faro. All events,
both Saturday and Sunday, June 4-5.
Bring the family, friends, kids and grand-kids for a day of adventure re-living
the crafts, trades and amusements of the past - a bygone era re-created - and enjoy
a day of good ol’-fashioned FUN!
Admission to the 43rd Annual Folk Arts Fair and its Village of Traditions is $8
for adults and children 17 and under are free; Members admission is only $3. Saturday, June 4 hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, June 5 hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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B

y the time you receive this
isue of the Messenger, the
“Law ‘n’ Order” exhibit – which
has been on display in the Lawler Exhibit Center for the past
13 months – will have closed
after a successful run.
This impressive presentation of the rich and colorful history of the Yavapai County Sheriff’s Department was, as you
may recall, a collaborative effort by the Museum staff and
the Sheriff’s Department.
While there were many contributors from each organization, all of whom are to be thanked, I especially want to commend Mick Woodcock for his leadership and management
of the project.
As noted elsewhere in this newsletter, on May 21 we will
open an exciting new exhibit – Above and Beyond: Arizona
and the Medal of Honor, a moving tribute to those Arizonans who have received our nation’s highest military honor.
A reception and opening ceremony for the exhibit for
members and other invited guests will begin at 4:00 pm.
Reservations are required, so if you plan to attend please
RSVP to Gail Sisson (ext. 10) at your earliest convenience.

Board Election

A

lso by the time you receive this newsletter, you will
have received a notice of the election for five (5) members of the Board of Trustees, the governing body of both the
Prescott Historical and the Sharlot Hall Historical Societies.
The newly elected Board members will serve for three
-year terms, beginning July 1, 2016. Three of the nominees –
Chick Hastings, Carol Bessel and Kim Finston – are currently serving on the Board. Bonnie McMinn and Sandi Brown
will, upon election, become members for the first time. A
short biographical sketch of each of these candidates was
included in the election notice sent to members immediately
following the Board Meeting in late April.
We have again this year arranged for the election of Trustees to be submitted electronically; a link to the Museum
website provides for online voting. We hope you find it convenient; it certainly is far less costly than conducting the entire balloting process through the U.S. Postal Service.
For those of you who received your ballot through the
postal service and who have access to the internet, it would
be helpful if you would provide the Museum with your
email address to be used in future mailings.

Museum Admission Fees

O

AVAILABLE AT THE MUSEUM DEPOT AND STORE.
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ver the past several years it has become readily apparent that the admission fees currently charged by the
Museum are significantly below those of other museums
within the state. This is the case across-the-board for all categories of visitors, whether they be regular adult, seniors,
military, children and youth, or group tours.
We have concluded, therefore, to increase our fees effective May 1, for most general admission categories to a level
that is more consistent with those charged by other relevant
institutions throughout Arizona.
The one major exception is that we will not increase fees
for adults accompanying children on school tours, as we
want to encourage teachers to introduce their students (who
are admitted without charge) to the educational experience
we provide at the Museum.
The increased revenues we expect to obtain from these fee
increases will, I assure you, be put to good use, enabling the
Museum to continue to improve on its programming, exhibits and infrastructure.
Final note, we will continue to honor the 3-Museum “Cultural Pass” for the remainder of the year at the $15 per person rate. This makes for a great promotional way for your friends and
neighbors to enjoy all three local
institutions at one very low price.

Inaugural ‘Working Cowboy’ Featured
Exhibits, Crafts, Demos, History

L

ight breezes greeted Museum members, visitors, guests and presenters at the inaugural “Working Cowboy - Folkways, Arts &
Traditions” held Saturday, April 23. “It was great fun to get up close ‘n’
personal with these celebrities,” commented one visitor, “and to enjoy
that intimate, down-home look at today’s working cowboy.”
Another visitor felt a special highlight was talking one-on-one with
the cowboy craftspeople: Paul Krause, award-winning bootmaker;
Dick Schorr making reata lariats; Bruce Meier, saddlemaker from Wickenburg demonstrating his trade; plus Charlotte Foss, breaking in the
new blacksmith shop.
Ever-popular Gail Steiger with Doug Tolleson shared cowboy lore
of their travels to the Mongolian range of Asia, along with engaging
visuals and stories of how the wild-wild-west lives in the East. Songsters Sally Bates, Suzi Killman, and a bevy of other working cowboy
storytellers, poets, songsters, historians and crafts-people shared with
visitors the life ‘n’ times of folkloric cowboys on the Museum grounds.

J

ack Konkel (left)
demonstrates the
proper technique for
throwing a lasso; the
Rusty Pistols (below left) perform as do Sally Bates and Suzi Killman (above right).
(Below, clockwise) Paul Krause, Dick Schorr, Bruce Meier and Charlotte Foss introduce the trades and craftsmanship of the Working Cowboy. Other guest presenters
included artists Ceclia McGuire, Marla Smith, Kathy McCraine and Bill Nebeker.
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njoy the arts and participate
in the skills essential to living off the land in
frontier Arizona. Make crafts of yesteryear with a
wide range of hands-on activities; savor Dutch- oven
biscuits with freshly churned butter, and freshly
popped popcorn; try your hand at corn husk doll
making or tin punching; watch basketweaving,
spinning, print making on a centuries-old press and
blacksmithing. Enjoy folk dancers and listen to
banjo music as you discover a simpler time.

DON’T MISS IT!
4
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A Look Through
the Keyhole at
Living History
During the April Arizona
History Adventure, activities
focussed on Spring cleaning.
At Fort Whipple, focus
will be enlisted men.

T

he Arizona History Adventure kicks
off 2016 with a look at how the four
seasons affect life on the local farms and
ranches, as well as the Village of Prescott
and its surrounding area.
Focus will be on food production and
food consumption with much of the
programming being driven by articles
in the 1870 Arizona Weekly Miner.

Interpreter training will be ongoing
in order to keep a steady flow of fresh
information for the visitor. There will
also be basic training for the new interpreters and refresher courses for the
seasoned veterans.
The Living History season at Fort
Whipple Museum runs once again from
May through October. The theme will
be “Old Arizona Again,” a title taken from a late-19th century Army song about soldiering in the Arizona Territory.
Enlisted men at the Fort will
be a special topic of interest.
We are also hoping to add
a contingent of women to the
cast of characters. While the
military was a bastion of male
dominance (due to its nature),
women played an important
part in daily life at the Fort.
Additional research has provided new insight into the
role of women at Whipple.
- Submitted by Mick Woodcock
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Museum Admission Fees Increase

Thank You

A

dmission prices to visit Sharlot Hall Museum have been
increased as of May 1, to $9 for an adult regular admission. Prices have not been increased since 2013. Seniors and
military (active duty and retired) continue to benefit with discounts, along with students with valid I.D. (ages 18 to 25) and
youth, ages 13 to 17 years. Children 12 and under remain free.
For the 2016 season, admission prices for the Folk Arts Fair
(June) and the Prescott Indian Art Market (July) remain unchanged.
The new general admission fee for the Folk Music Festival
(October) will be $10 ($8 for members). On the other hand,
youth (ages 13-17) and children (12 and under) will be admitted free to all festivals. Previously, only children were admitted without charge.
According to Fred Veil, executive director for the Museum,
the 3-for-1 Cultural Pass, which provides single admission to
all three local museums, will continue to be accepted through
the remainder of the year.

Fort Whipple Extravaganza, May 21

T

he Frontier Arizona Experience at Fort Whipple Museum
kicks off Saturday, May 21. From 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., the
Fort Whipple interpretive historians start out the living history season on Armed Forces Day featuring a program for
women and children that will include the interpretive ladies
enjoying pastimes that their military counterparts would
have during the heyday of Fort Whipple in the late 1800s.
The historic interpreters will be enjoying a “pick nick” and
playing croquet, a card game called Whist, and the officer’s
wives will be having tea. The officers will also be enjoying
tea, while the enlisted men have their uniforms, weapons and
equipment ready for inspection. This promises to be one of
the largest Fort Whipple birthday events ever.

Volunteer Training Concludes

N

ineteen volunteers completed the education department’s 16-week training course on April 28, according
to Mary Melcher and Murray Smolens who have been leading the Volunteer Training classes. In addition, many veteran volunteers attended the special sessions in April in which
presentations by Sandy Lynch, curator of anthropology, were
being videotaped for posterity.

YCSO Sesquicentennial Exhibit Ends

T

he Yavapai County Sheriff’s Office sesquicentennial exhibit entitled “Law ‘n’ Order” closes on Monday, May
2, to be replaced with the new “Above and Beyond: Arizona
and the Medal of Honor” exhibit, which previews for members May 21 (see article on page 1).
But the YCSO exhibit will not disappear. Most of the panels
will be utilized by the Sheriff’s Office and placed on display.
The visual exhibit has also been videotaped, and is expected
to debut in late-June as an interactive online exhibit on the
Museum’s website: www.sharlot.org. Look for it then.
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for Your Support

...and please
patronize our

Corporate
Members
CORPORATE MEMBERS

Arizona Tile, Prescott
BBVA Compass Bank
BloomTree Realty Arizona, LLC
Brown & Brown Insurance
CableOne
Comfort Inn, Prescott
Country Bank
Distinctive Dental Care
Dorn Homes
Fann Contracting, Inc.
Finston Engineering Services
The Frame & I
Freeport McMoRan
Hassayampa Inn
Improvement District Services, Inc.
Lamb Chevrolet
MacKenzie Dermatology
Med Wise
Morris Hall, PLLC
Phillips Heating & Cooling
Piñon Painting
Prescott Honda / York Dodge
Prescott Newspapers, Inc. (The Daily Courier)
Prescott Regulators & their Shady Ladies
Print Time
Psychiatric Services of Prescott, PLLC
Raskins Jewelers
Rummel Eye Care
Sir Speedy Printing of Prescott
Springhill Suites and Residence Inn
Taylor & Padgett Financial Group
True Value Hardware, Prescott
Valpak of Northern Arizona
Yavapai Title Agency

Thank You for Your Support
SHARLOT’S CIRCLE
Otto W. Pedersen
Mark and Amy Schiavoni

Oren Thompson and 		
Ann Sterling
James Van Zeyl

Fred and Sally Veil
Sara and William Ware
Ron and Kathy Watson

Gilbert and Candace Lara
David and Nancy Maurer
Anonymous
Patricia McKlem

Eugene and Alicia Scott
Lois Smith and Nancy Marks
Andrew Wallace
Ed and Vera Williams

Harry and Debbie Allen
Dewey and Ida Born
Barbara Burton
Thomas and Wendy Collins
Bob and Kay Cornett
Beverly and 			
Lawrence Dandurand
William John Ehrig
Robert Gessner and 		
Catherine Palm-Gessner

Edward and Ellen Gouvier
Emily & Dan Griffin
Barbara Indra
Kenneth Jackson and
Gina Kritchevsky
Philip and Sharon James
Kenson Construction
William and Carol Miller
Mike Milroy and 			
Zerilda Browning

Paul Nebel
Timothy and Martha Rooney
James Swenson 			
and Ann Hansen
Janet Travis
Michael and Jeanine Woods
Fulton and Nancy Wright

George Fuller
Steven Gaber and 		
Patricia Bruneau-Gaber
Mary Theresa and 		
Richard Gollhofer
Gerald and Nancy Hans
James & Judith Heidkamp
Cynthia Hernon and 		
James Deleget
Karen and Bob Hodges
David and S. Kay Keeley
John E. Knoblauch
Pat and Bud Kofron
William and			
Jane Kowalewski
Joan Krauskopf
Robert and Nancy Kravetz
John and Nancy Lambert
John Langellier

Karen and Ken Leja
Richard and Lois Longfield
Lauren Looney
John and Ruth Lysak
Robert & Barbara Mariano
Jim and Lynda Matakovich
James and Pat McCarver
Bonnie McMinn & Greg Stein
David & Kathleen Mecca
Melodie Merino
Lara Moore
Carol and Gene Nelson
Ogg’s Hogan-Jeff & Robin Ogg
Jim and Susie Opdahl
Joseph R. Pabst
Mike & Sharon Popowniak
Beryl Rae
Hardy and Katie Rose

Richard and			
Mary Margaret Ross
Bernard Ruhnke and		
Sandy Elliott
Richard and Bi Sallomi
Edward and Virginia Seaver
Douglas and Jeanne Sellers
Stanley and Janice Steiner
Gail and Peter Van Horsen
Kathryn Vines
Pamela Walton
Teresa K. and George E. Weil
Ms. Gene Wells
Barbara Wich
Warner Wise and 			
Maurine Haeberlin
Priscilla Wright
John and Tamara Zivic

Ken & Jacquelyn Kimsey
Marlin & Tana Kuykendall
John Lambert
Stan Lehman
Emily Leyshon
Patrick & T.J. Mackin
Jonne Markham
Margaret Maxwell
Jan A. Musial
Lorna Pabst and 			
Antonio DeAcosta

Robert & Diane Pecharich
Jean N. Phillips
Val and Harry Plumlee
Leo Purcell
Virginia Rice
Paul & Shannon Rosenblatt
Becky Ruffner
Elisabeth Ruffner
Melissa Ruffner
W. David Rummel
Patricia Shaw

Claudette Simpson
Shirley Tersey
Ann B. Tewksbury
Betty Thompson
Diane Timothy
Marshall Trimble
Patrick Valdez
Carol & Edmond Webster
Gloria Williams
Linda & Ronald Woodward

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

Sharlot Hall Museum
members comprise the
lifeblood that sustains
the vision of our founder,
Sharlot Hall, and the heritage
she created in 1928. For
your generous and ongoing
support, we THANK YOU.

Craig and Sandra Brown
Ralph and Christy Dinsman
Bob and Nancy Dorwart
Bryan and Pearl Grapentine

CURATOR’S CIRCLE

HERITAGE CIRCLE
Catherine Asimakis
David Alec Babbitt 		
and Karen Spear
Colleen and Joe Babcock
Barrington House
Richard and Diane Belveal
Larry and Carol Bessel
Joan Bigley
Alan and Emily Blaine
Cookie Brinkmeyer
Eugene & Marilyn Chesson
Lynn Cvetkovich
Norman and 			
Barbara DeLucci
Kenneth Edwards
Marion Elliott
Eloise Esser
Richard and Kim Finston
James Fouch

LIFETIME MEMBERS
George Allan
Ben Andre
Keith Bochat
Susan and Ken Coleman
Clara E. Cooke
Anne C. Fears
Robert Gray, Jr.
Barbara Harber
John and Mary Hays
Angeline Henrie
Keith Kimsey
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EVENTS

Check out our website:

www.sharlot.org

Upcoming events at Sharlot Hall & Fort Whipple museums.

Follow us on Twitter: @sharlothall

2016 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016

...and “like” us on
Facebook.com/SharlotHallMuseum

HOURS: Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, 12 noon to 4 p.m.

7

MAY — Saturday — “The View from Point Sublime Grand Canyon” —Dave Lewis, Museum volunteer and
Grand Canyon park ranger, presents a visual of early Canyon explorers and the the artists and photographers who
accompanied these expeditions. Highlight will be the classic art that depicted the Canyon and influenced its designation as a national park. Museum Lecture Series. West
Gallery, Lawler Exhibit Center.—2 p.m. Admission FREE.

RETURN

SERVICE REQUESTED

14
21

MAY — Saturday — Arizona History Adventure at
the Museum features planting potatoes, corn, beets
and other Spring crops. — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Museum
MAY—Saturday—“Above & Beyond - Arizona & the
Medal of Honor”—Members’ Preview of the tribute
to those associated with Arizona who have received our
nation’s highest military honor -- the 156 recipients for actions in the Territory, and the 12 born or raised in Arizona,
recognized for heroism in wars elsewhere. RESERVATIONS
REQUIRED for reception and preview, exclusive for Members and invited guests. - 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. (RSVP by May 16
to Gail at 928-445-3122 ext. 10). Public exhibit opens May 22.

21

MAY - Saturday - Frontier Arizona Experience at
Fort Whipple Museum features a living history celebration: the birthday of Fort Whipple... and highlighting
a “day-in-the-life” of a soldier on the frontier. — 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. at Fort Whipple Museum; see story page 6.

2

JUNE - Thursday - Ray Bookbinder in concert at Sharlot
Hall Museum. Master storyteller, country-blues troubadour and accomplished songwriter on the intimate Sharlot
Hall Theater stage. Advance tickets at Sharlot’s Depot, $18
per person, $15pp for members. — 7 p.m., Museum Theater.

4-5

JUNE - Saturday & Sunday - Folk Arts Fair, 43rd
Annual - More than 75 activities and presentations
featuring traditional folk and pioneer “Living History” activities. Enjoy crafts, trades and amusements of the frontier past, a bygone era. Wool spinning, weaving, basket
making, blacksmithing, and lots of hands-on activities for
young people of all ages. —Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

18

JUNE — Saturday — “Respect, Honor and the Apache
Scouts who received the Medal of Honor” — Cyndy
Palcich discusses the native Arizonans who were awarded the Medal of Honor during the Territorial Indian wars
of the late-1800s. While the qualifying standards have
changed over the course of time, the Medal honors those
ordinary men who — in their own time — performed
“above and beyond” the call of duty. Presentation identifies these Apaches and what “gallantry in action” meant
on the Arizona frontier. Museum Lecture Series. West Gallery, Lawler Exhibit Center—2 p.m. Admission FREE.

18

JUNE - Saturday - Frontier Arizona Experience at
Fort Whipple Museum features a look at “Old Arizona” from the eyes of the Infantry -- the foot soldier on the
frontier. — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Fort Whipple Museum.

8

M ay / J une 2016 - S harlot H all M useum M essenger

9-10

JULY - Saturday & Sunday - Prescott Indian Art
Market - 19th Annual, More than 100 Indian
artists and vendors showcase their native-crafted items,
wares, traditional food, music and dance. Includes a Native-American juried art show in more than 12 artistic categories; “real” Indian fry bread; outstanding Indian artwork. —Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

9
16

JULY — Saturday — Arizona History Adventure at the
Museum features harvesting wheat, rye, oats, forage for
berries, making cheese, and more. — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
JULY - Saturday - Frontier Arizona Experience at Fort
Whipple Museum features a look at “Old Arizona”
from the eyes of the Infantry — the foot soldier in the Old
West. — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Fort Whipple Museum.

23

JULY - Saturday - “The Great Chino Valley Oil Boom!”
- Erik Berg explores the tales of tragedy and comedy
surrounding the fall of 1917, when the area was in a frenzy
of an oil boom. Through historic images and first-hand accounts, he describes the wildcatters, prospectors and geologists (scouring the region), and those expecting to “strike
it rich” with ‘black gold.’ Museum Lecture Series. West Gallery, Lawler Exhibit Center—2 p.m. Admission FREE.

6

AUGUST - Saturday - Western History Symposium, 13th
Annual features informative presentations on a variety of
subjects relevant to our western heritage; co-presented by
the Prescott Corral of Westerners International and Sharlot
Hall Museum. Prescott Centennial Center, 1989 Clubhouse
Drive (near the Antelope Hills golf course)— 9:30 a.m. to
8 p.m. Admission FREE.

