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Special Event, Jan. 23

Honoring Territorial
Women at Garden
Fete, Kiosk Unveil,
Panel Presentation

A

The Territorial Women’s Memorial Rose Garden honors the
pre-statehood Arizona frontier women who helped settle the
West. Special events on Jan. 23 include the unveiling of the
Rose Garden-Discovery Kiosk and a panel presentation that
highlights some of the histories, as well as the research and
compilation, of biographies digitally preserved in the Kiosk.

Volunteer Training To Start Jan. 21
Y
ou’ve thought about it many times:
becoming a volunteer at the museum, working in collections, helping
with events, becoming a docent or
tour guide, or assisting at the Museum
Store, Library, or facilities.
Here’s your opportunity to become
a volunteer and participate in the Museum’s training classes - a 16-week
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behind-the-scenes effort that begins
January 21 with an orientation in the
Theater of the Lawler Exhibit Center.
The training will feature special classes and informational talks by longtime
volunteers and staff covering different
types of volunteer opportunities at the
Museum.
The weekly, 90-minute classes may
include ‘backstage’ tours of exhibits
and additional areas of the museum,
plus additional training for docents
and tour guides.
he first session is an overview of
the Museum mission, structure, funding, exhibits, collections and programs.
o register for the first session, contact
Murray Smolens at 928-445-3122 ext.
18, or murrays@sharlot.org

daylong celebration will honor the
pre-statehood pioneer women of
Arizona and feature the unveiling of
the new Rose Garden-Discovery Kiosk
on Saturday, January 23 at the Museum.
The day’s highlight will be a special
panel discussion and presentation of
the history of the Territorial Women’s
Memorial Rose Garden with stories
about the lives of many honorees from
the mid-1800s and pre-statehood Arizona Territory (before 1912).
The Garden honors hundreds of Arizona women who paved the way for
future generations. They were homemakers, teachers, ranch women, community builders, artists and political
leaders. Their stories, along with more
information about Arizona women’s
history, will be the focus of a panel of
presenters familiar with that history.
At the 1 p.m. presentation, panelists
will describe the origins of the Garden
dating to the 1930s, and highlight some
of the stories and varied lives of the
honorees as presented in the new Rose
Garden-Discovery Kiosk.
Panelists will include Sylvia Neely,
Mary Melcher, Sue Kissel, Gretchen
Eastman, Nita Freer and Brenda Taylor
–individuals instrumental in creating
the Memorial Rose Garden as a living
tribute to Arizona’s past, as well as in
researching and compiling the individual biographies of those women documented digitally in the Kiosk.
Following the panel presentation, visitors are invited to check out the Kiosk
continued on Pg. 3

Rose Garden History & Kiosk Unveiling
Continued from Pg. 1

located inside the Sharlot Hall Building, which includes the biographies
and historic photos of many honorees
to the Territorial Women’s Memorial
Rose Garden.
Further, the Kiosk has interactive digital games for children allowing them
an opportunity to discover the challenges faced by early pioneers... and
learn a little history, too.
Children of the 1800s faced challenges unknown to today’s young people.
The 19th Century youth
witnessed huge changes in technology, work
and play. The Kiosk
games allow today’s

young people a chance to learn about
the chores in the home, transportation, traveling by covered wagon, and
changes in girls’ and women’s lives.
Digitally, they can pack their wagon
for a ‘cross-country trip (vintage 1880s)
or unscramble tools and transportion of
the late-19th/early 20th centuries and
compare to what is available today.
Other activities will be available for
youth throughout the afternoon (1 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m.). The Kiosk was made possible by the generous support of the Prescott Kiwanis
and Prescott Evening Lions
clubs, and the Arizona
Humanities Council.
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the biographies of the Territorial Memorial Rose Garden women and other relevant information – and a pottery exhibit featuring 60 pots that found their way into
the Prescott area in pre-historic times. Both of these exhibits are described more fully elsewhere in this publication. Meanwhile, work continues on “Stone Age Developers,” the third and final phase of our pre-history exhibits in the Lawler Exhibit
Center, which we hope to complete by early 2017.
On Armed Forces Day (May 21), we will open an exciting new exhibit – Above
and Beyond: Arizona and the Medal of Honor, a moving tribute to those Arizonans
who have received our nation’s highest military honor. This exhibit is co-sponsored by the Museum and the Arizona Historical Society, and has been traveling
the state since May 2014.
We will, of course, hold our usual array of festivals, lectures, and fundraising
events, and a new one – The Working Cowboy, which showcases the folkways,
arts and traditions of the Arizona cowboy. This one-day event is set for April 23.
As we enter the new year, I again take this opportunity to express – on behalf
of the Museum staff and the Board of Trustees – our sincerest thanks to you, our
members, volunteers and friends, for your continuing support of the Museum.
Whether financial, volunteerism, or active participation in our festivals and events,
your support is critical to the success of the Museum.
This is already an exceptional institution, but with your
continuing help and support we can make it even better.
I wish all of you the best for 2016.

“I’m a little teapot short ‘n’ stout...”

Specialty Exhibit Features
Bess’s Antique Teapots

D

eep in the Collection catacombs of the Museum, many
treasures abound. One trove that hasn’t been displayed
in more than a half-century is a distinctive collection of teapots, preened and polished by Kylin Cummings, curator of
collections, and displayed in the Lawler Exhibit Center.
The valuable collection was from Elizabeth “Bess” Albertson, a close friend of Sharlot Hall and a pioneer Prescott

ranch woman. After a complete re-inventorying, Cummings
assembled the 57 pots for display in “the Cabinet of Curiosities, which is what I call the massive, glass case in the foyer.”
Born in Holland, ‘Bess’ was the oldest of eight children
when her family moved to the Prescott area in the early 1870s.
As an Arizona ranch woman, she was described as a forceful,
energetic person and a shrewd businesswoman. Of her three
marriages, most notable was to Ed Albertson (in 1898), who
owned the Bar Circle A Ranch (between Granite Dells and
Lynx Creek), site of many Tom Mix movie productions.
“It’s curious,” said Cummings, “that the collection includes
ornate European and American teapots, some fired ceramic
and some sterling silver, as well as traditional Asian designs,
assembled by a Territorial ranch woman dating back to the
late 1800s. Some are relatively simple and more utilitarian, while others are quite detailed and ornate.
“She may have bartered with local Chinese families
for some of the Asian designs, as she didn’t travel much
outside Prescott, and all are obviously used, with some
missing lids, and strainers,” added Cummings.
The teapot exhibit is the first of several planned by
Cummings, “...perhaps on a quarterly or semi-annual
basis as I complete the re-inventory of the collectables in
the basement.”
On display in the massive buffet in the Lawler Exhibit Center is
a teapot collection from Elizabeth “Bess” Albertson, a pioneer
Prescott ranch woman who had collected 57 antique pots over
her 90-year lifetime.

Pre-History Pottery to Populate Curio Diorama
I

ndian prehistoric pottery has always had a fascination for
residents and visitors to the Southwest – particularly the
fields of pottery sherds, many intricately painted with design
patterns in clay. Prehistoric tribes were bartering with these
fired items using a business model dating back more than a
thousand years.
The mystique of these pre-history pieces will be the keystone element of the expanded “Pre-History” wing of the
Lawler Exhibit enter
-foot-wide, free- oating exhibit
of ‘pre-history pottery’ will be showcased in late-January.
“The early people of the Southwest had a remarkable business model,” describes Sandy Lynch, curator of anthropology, “traveling over mountains, across the arid desert and
fording rivers with pots and other goods for barter.
“Imagine carrying multiple large clay jars and pottery jugs
– some weighing as much as 25 lbs. NOT counting whatever
was inside... lugging these loads as far north as Wupatki and
south to present-day Casas Grande, Mexico,” adds Lynch.
“They bartered all their goods – often exchanging entire contents along with the pottery container.”
ixty pottery pieces depicting the five general areas of
Southwest pottery-making will be showcased. The display,
along with a sidebar map that identifies the geography of
travel in the Southwest, will open the latter part of January
in the East Gallery of the Lawler Exhibit Center.

Some of the prehistory pottery
to be displayed
in the exhibit.

Spirit of Christmas Past visits

G

olden lights twinkled across the Museum
campus during the Frontier Christmas Open
House event held December 5 immediately following the Courthouse Plaza lighting ceremony.
Children hurried to the craft tables, eager for
a turn at making Victorian-style Christmas ornaments, while adults enjoyed musical performances of classic carols and folk songs. Guests
warmed themselves by the fire with coo ies and
cider in hand. Living History interpreters in the
historic buildings brought the past to life with
special baking, music, and storytelling.
Whether shopping in the Museum store, listening to tales of Christmases past, or admiring the
vintage trimmings on the Governor’s Mansion
tree, guests young and old enjoyed a warm, traditional holiday experience at this year’s event.
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