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...the true 
story of love, 
adventure, 
secrets and 
betrayals 
as told
by the elderly 
Wyatt & Josie Earp...

“Mr. & Mrs. Wyatt Earp: The Sunset Years” will be 
presented at the Museum Theater on Saturday, Sep-

tember 27, beginning at 7 p.m.  The two-person play depicts the 
elderly Wyatt and Josie Earp and flows in and out of time and 
place as the elderly Wyatt speaks from their Los Angeles apart-
ment in 1928, and Mrs. Josephine Sarah Marcus Earp (known as 
“Josie”) talks to a feral cat at the Vidal, California, cottage in 1938.

The show takes place in Josie’s memory nine years after Wyatt’s 
death... Wyatt speaks reluctantly of his time in Tombstone and his life af-
terwards.  “The Sunset Years” follows the sometimes turbulent times of the 
couple’s 47-year life together, as they traveled and prospected throughout the 
West and Alaska.

“Mr. & Mrs. Wyatt Earp: The Sunset Years” is a one-night-only special performance by great-
grand-nephew Wyatt Earp and his wife Terry, and will be held in the Sharlot Hall Theater of the 
Lawler Exhibit Center.  Seating is limited and tickets are available by calling the Museum at (928) 
445-3122.  Admission for members is $18; general admission is $20.

Cowboy, author H. Alan Day examines quest
to save wild mustangs, “The Horse Lover”

“The Horse Lover”, written by H. Alan Day, is the heart-warming story of a big-heart-
ed man who embraces his dream of creating a wild horse sanctuary... a cowboy’s 

quest to save the wild mustangs.  The presentation and book signing will be held Saturday, 
September 13 beginning at 11 a.m. in the Sharlot’s Theater of the Lawler Exhibit Center.  
Admission is free to the lecture.

H. Alan Day is a third-generation cowboy from the Lazy B cattle ranch on the border 
of Arizona and New Mexico.  In the 1980s, Day purchased a 35,000-acre “sea of grass” 
ranch in South Dakota, which became the first government-sponsored sanctuary for un-
adoptable wild horses.  Day’s lobbying effort with the federal Bureau of Land Management 
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Fred Veil
Executive Director

There have been several occa-
sions over the past year that 

I have been asked about the re-
lationship of Sharlot Hall Muse-
um and the Prescott and Sharlot 
Hall Historical societies. Thus, 

it occurred to me that this subject may be of interest to our 
membership.

The Museum was, of course, opened in the Governor’s 
Mansion in June, 1928, by Sharlot Hall.  Soon thereafter, 
Sharlot and others founded the Historical Society of Prescott 
to raise funds for the restoration of the Mansion, and collect 
additional artifacts and specimens for exhibition. 

Over time, the Historical Society of Prescott came to be 
known, at least informally, as the “Prescott Historical Soci-
ety,” and in 1943, the organization was re-incorporated as 
the PRESCOTT HISTORICAL SOCIETY, thus converting from an 

informal entity to an official historical society. Three years 
later, following Sharlot’s death, the PHS changed its name 
to the SHARLOT HALL HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

From its beginnings, the Museum had been appropriated 
funds from the state legislature to support operations.  In 
1929, State Senator Alpheus Favour, a Prescott attorney, in-
troduced legislation that resulted in a two-year appropria-
tion of $1,000 annually. As the Museum expanded, so did 
the appropriation; by 1964, it was $20,800.  There was un-
easiness among some state legislators about the use of state 
monies to support a private organization, and in 1964 the 
legislature created a state agency to operate the Sharlot Hall 
Museum. Resurrecting the former name of the SHARLOT HALL

HISTORICAL SOCIETY, the new agency was named, appropriate-
ly, the PRESCOTT HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

A Model of Public-Private Partnership

Today, these two societies operate as a model of pub-
lic-private partnership to operate and support the Sharlot 
Hall Museum. The PRESCOTT HISTORICAL SOCIETY has by stat-
ute the responsibility for operating the Museum, and re-
ceives an annual appropriation from the state legislature for 
that purpose.

Unfortunately, these state funds are insufficient to support 
the Museum’s annual operating requirements. This is where 
the SHARLOT HALL HISTORICAL SOCIETY comes into the picture. 
This private, non-profit organization continued in existence 
following the state’s creation of the PRESCOTT HISTORICAL

SOCIETY, and its primary function is to fund the difference 
between the state appropriation and the Museum’s annual 
operational needs.  In the current fiscal years, that difference 
is approximately $525,000.

The sources of revenue for the SHARLOT HALL HISTORICAL

SOCIETY that are reasonably assured are those that are de-
rived from admissions, membership fees, rentals, and sales 
from the Museum Store and the Library & Archives. 

At current levels, these and other Museum-generated rev-
enues collectively amount to approximately $350,000. The 
$175,000 deficit must be raised from other sources, includ-
ing increased admissions and memberships, festivals and 
events, and, importantly, donations from members, others 
individuals, local governmental bodies, corporations and 
foundations. 

The SHARLOT HALL HISTORICAL SOCIETY is also tasked with 
the responsibility for raising funds for capital projects, such 
as new facilities and exhibits. These funds, as distinguished 
from operating revenues, are used to finance capital im-
provements to the Museum, such as the Trades Building and 

D I R E C T O R ’ S  N O T E B O O K

Seymour Petrovsky presented two antique 
theater chairs to the Museum recently.  Pointing 
to the 1915 photo of the Elks Opera House interior, Petrovsky is convinced 
the fully restored wrought-iron and wood chairs once graced the original 
theater more than 100 years ago. The heart-shaped ironwork and oak arm-
rests were found at Pennington’s Antiques; he later found old wood seats 
and backs from the same era, and had them restored, curved and fitted by a 
local woodworker, investing about $1,500 on materials to restore the seats.  

Continued on p.6
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Festival continues longest-
running folk music showcase
The 36th annual Folk Music Festival at Sharlot 

Hall Museum will again feature more than 
200 musicians (including solo acts, ensembles and 
groups) performing on four stages at Arizona’s 
longest-running folk music event October 4 and 5.  
Performers are confirming attendance, and Museum members are encouraged to check 
the website for the most up-to-date list of times and groups.

Educational and informative workshops on musical history, musical styles and iconic 
musicians will be conducted.  A tradition for 35 years, there will continue to be “jam” op-
portunities on the grounds;  the porch to the historic Territorial Governor’s Mansion has 
been a popular location year after year. Bring your instrument, as all levels are welcome 
to “jam” with the pros.

Missing from this year’s event, however, will be one of our favorites:  Joe Bethancourt, 
a perennial performer and consumate devotee of Sharlot Hall Museum, who passed 
away recently.  A special performance and tribute will be presented at the close of Satur-
day’s performances in the amphitheater (starting about 4:45 p.m.).

Festival starts both days at 10 a.m., and closes Saturday at 5 p.m., Sunday at 4 p.m. 
Admission:  $8 for 16 and up; $6 for Museum members; and free for those 15 and under. 
Check the Museum website - www.sharlot.org - for special features planned, schedule 
of music workshops, and the timing of performances for your favorite folk musicians.

  OCTOBER 4&5, 2014



LEFT:  
Marion Arrington 
hand washes a 
dress during the 
Living History 
events in August.

BELOW: 
Jennifer Bartos 
fetches water 
for washing.

“The Horse Lover”Continued from pg. 1

Living History programs
offer autumn events at
both museum campuses

Living history at the Museums (both 
Sharlot Hall and Fort Whipple) con-

tinues to provide ample opportunities for 
participation, sharing, and generating com-
munity interest.

According to Mick Woodcock, chief cu-
rator and “living history poobah” at both 
museums, September is processing the har-
vest month and October features health on 
the frontier.

For September, much of the activities 
will focus on food -- yum!  Apple picking 
and cider pressing will be featured, along 
with sauerkraut making at Sharlot Hall; 
Living History sessions will include food 
preservation techniques and bartering at the 
mercantile.

At Fort Whipple, visitors will learn the 
challenges of field cooking, serving “mess 
call” for the troops, and food service each 
day in the life of a hungry soldier.

At SHM, dates will be the second and 
third Saturdays of September (13th and 
20th) from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.;  at the Fort, the date will be September 20, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For October, Living History programs feature “a-day-in-the-life” of a pioneer dealing with 
health, including home remedies, first aid in-the-field, sanitation and sickness issues.  On the 
18th, Dr. Mary Melcher will discuss the challenges women faced during childbirth in the late-
1800s and early 1900s.  Her presentation will be in Sharlot’s Theater at 11 a.m..

Also on the 18th, Jennifer Bartos is producing “Bustles & Boots” - an historically accurate 
apparel parade at 3 p.m.  This will be akin to the immensely popular event held in June during 
the Prescott Sesquicentennial celebration.  The Fall event will be presented on the SHM grounds 
in front of the Governor’s Mansion to accommodate an expected large audience.

and  Congressional approval helped those pristine acres become “Mustang 
Meadows Ranch,” home to 1,500 wild horses.

“The Horse Lover” is Day’s personal history of the sanctuary’s 
vast enterprise, with its surprises and pleasures, plentiful frustrations 
and heartbreak. Day’s deep connection with the animals is readily 
apparent, as is his maverick philosophy of horse-whispering that he 
used to train all 1,500 horses.  

Woven into the narrative are Day’s recollections of cowboying 
adventures astride some of his best horses, all of which taught him 
indispensable lessons about loyalty, perseverance, and hope.

With his sister, Sandra Day O’Connor (former U.S. Supreme 
Court justice), he co-authored “Lazy B,” which chronicled the 
Day family growing up on a harsh-yet-beautiful ranch strad-
dling the high deserts of the great Southwest.

For every American who is stirred by the sight of wild mus-
tangs running free, this is a MUST READ and a great opportunity to 
meet the man and hear the inspiring saga of  someone who changed his life 
to make his quest a reality.

“The Horse Lover” is Day’s personal history of the sanctuary’s 
vast enterprise, with its surprises and pleasures, plentiful frustrations 
and heartbreak. Day’s deep connection with the animals is readily 
apparent, as is his maverick philosophy of horse-whispering that he 

Woven into the narrative are Day’s recollections of cowboying 
adventures astride some of his best horses, all of which taught him 

tangs running free, this is a MUST READ and a great opportunity to 
meet the man and hear the inspiring saga of  someone who changed his life 
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Some came
for the Navajo

tacos (food),
 others for the

craft demonstrations, or exquisite 
Indian art; all came for a good time

REBA GRANDRUD (left) receives 
the prestigious Sharlot Hall 
Award at the Western History 
Symposium in August.

ABOVE:  
Revelers enjoy winetasting, hors 
d’oeuvres, craft beer, spirits, and 
great weather at the Sharlot Hall 
Museum’s “Prescott Crush” event 
in late-August.

BELOW:  Sally and Fred Veil field 
questions at the Museum’s hospi-
tality table, at the Shoot-out event 

in downtown area of Prescott. 

LEFT:  
“Mapping the 
Territory” exhibit 
opened in the 
Lawler Center’s 
West Gallery this 
summer.
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Museum Store has wide selection 
of cook books for all tastes, talents

After the summer heat and monsoon rains, we welcome the cooler days of autumn.  
Our thoughts turn to the bountiful harvest and the rewards of time spent cooking and 

baking. When you visit the Museum Store at the beautiful, historic Bashford House, be 
sure to explore our wide selection of cook-
books.  We have something for all tastes 
and talents.

There are books on Southwest cooking, 
native American cooking, local and high-al-
titude recipes, and old-time recipes for can-
ning and preserving.  

Some of our bestsellers are Christmas in 
Arizona Cookbook, Culinary Delights of 
the Red Light District, Yavapai Cowbelles 
Cookbook, and Dutch Oven Cooking.  

You’ll also find specialty food items, in-
cluding sauces, syrups, and soup mixes, for 
cooking those out-of-the-ordinary recipes. 

And we have such items for your kitchen 
as cast-iron muffin pans, Sharlot Hall Mu-
seum logo aprons, coffee mugs and cream-
ers, nostalgic teapots and rustic tea kettles.  

The Museum Store is open daily, 10am to 
5pm, Mon.-thru-Sat., and 12 noon to 4pm 
on Sundays.

Sharlot Hall Museum members always 
receive a 10% discount on all purchases.

Perhaps it’s time to put the Store on your 
holiday shopping “stop” list, and plan to 
“stop” by and browse for that special gift 
for someone you know.

Education Dept. gears up
for New School Season
With the beginning of the new school 

year, the Education Department at 
Sharlot Hall Museum is busy planning tours 
for varied age groups and marketing our 
programs to area schools. 

We look forward to sharing the new 
“Beasts” exhibit with school children and 
continuing our popular fourth grade tour 
program.  

During the Spring, we received a grant 
from the Prescott Kiwanis Club to help with 
bus transportation expenses, and we have 
disbursed some of this money.  We still 
have enough funding to help several other 
schools with field trips, and we will be in-
forming teachers and administrators about 
this opportunity.  

Please spread the word about our engag-
ing school tours with any teachers you may 
know. We also offer tours to home-schooled 
children.  

Director’s Notebook  
Continued from pg. 2
Sharlot’s Depot, and the two pre-histo-
ry exhibits in the Lawler Exhibit Center, 
all of which have been constructed or 
installed in the past few years.

We are currently working to obtain 
funding for an exhibit that will com-
plete the pre-history wing in the Lawler 
Exhibit Center, a project with an esti-
mated cost of $216,000.

As you can see, the SHARLOT HALL HIS-
TORICAL SOCIETY has its work cut out for 
it. On the operating side, we need to 
increase our memberships and admis-
sions. The Museum staff and the Mar-
ket and Membership Committee of the 
Board of Trustees are currently working 
on strategies to do just that, and we ex-
pect to launch a membership drive for 
individuals, families and businesses 
within the next few months. 

Meanwhile, each of you can help by 
encouraging your friends and asso-
ciates to become Museum members. 
You may also want to consider up-
grading your membership to a higher, 
sustaining, level, or making a donation 
to help support this wonderful institu-
tion. And, importantly, please support 
the upcoming festivals and programs, 
which are detailed elsewhere in this 
publication. –Fred Veil
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CURATOR’S CIRCLE
Harry and Debbie Allen
David Alec Babbitt   

and  Karen Spear
Colleen and Joe Babcock
Richard and Diane Belveal
Robert Bokelman
Dewey and Ida Born
Barbara Burton
Thomas and Wendy Collins
Bob and Kay Cornett
William John Ehrig

Allan Englekirk   
and  Catherine Mount

Steven Gaber and  
Patricia Bruneau-Gaber

Bob and Cathy Gessner
Edward and Ellen Gouvier
Robert and Karen Hodges
Barbara Indra
Kenneth Jackson   

and Gina Kritchevsky
Kenson Construction

Orme and Elizabeth Lewis
Richard and Lois Longfield
Paul G. and Jean Nebel
Timothy and Martha Rooney
David H. Stringer
James Swenson    

and Ann Hansen
Janet Travis
Fred and Sally Veil
Andrew Wallace
John and Martha Wolff

LEGACY CIRCLE SHARLOT’S CIRCLE
Bill and Annabelle Pedersen James Van Zeyl

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Craig and Sandra Brown
Norman and Maureen  Dobiesz
Bryan and Pearl Grapentine
Lance and Sue Kissel
Patricia McKlem

Prescott Regulators and their Shady Ladies
Eugene and Alicia Scott
Lois Marie Smith
Peter S. and Betty D. Smith
Edward and Vera Williams

HERITAGE CIRCLE
Allegra Printing & Marketing
Arizona Archaeological        

Society, Yavapai Chapter
Catherine Asimakis
Colleen A. Babcock
Jennifer Bartos
Larry and Carol Bessel
Joan Bigley
Erik Bode
Jim and Valda Bryant
Brigitte Dickinson
Kenneth Edwards
Marion Elliott
Eloise B. Esser
Richard and   

Kimberly Finston
James Fouch

David and   
Eleanor  Frederiksen

George G. Fuller
Robert and Helen Gasko
Philip and Helene Gross
Charles and   

Christina  Hastings 
Kirk Henningsen
Don Hood
Philip and Sharon James
Sharon C. James
Kendall Jaspers
Robert and Nancy Kravetz
John and Nancy Lambert
Kenneth and Karen Leja
Lauren Looney
Anonymous
Robert and Barbara Mariano

Craig McConnell
David and Kathleen Mecca
Melodie Merino
Mike Milroy    

and Zerilda Browning
James H. Opdahl
Peter Pillis    

and Anne Worthington
Mike and Sharon Popowniak
P.C. and Pat Potter
Beryl Rae
James H. and Suzanne Robb
Hardy and Katie Rose
Richard and Bi Sallomi
Edward and Virginia Seaver
William and Jeanne Sellers
Stanley and Janice Steiner
Dave Stoller and   

Janet  Lincoln 
Robert Viscount   

and Vicky McLane
Barbara Wich
James M. and Ellen R. Wil-

liams
Fulton and Nancy Wright
Priscilla Wright
John and Tamara Zivic
Todd Zuercher

Members of Sharlot Hall Museum represent 
the lifeblood that sustains the vision of  

Ms. Sharlot M. Hall and the heritage she created 
in 1928. Thank you for your generous support. 

CORPORATE  SPONSORS
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 Check out the new website

www.sharlot.org

Follow us on Twitter (twitter.com/sharlothall)

...and ‘like’ us on 

Facebook.com/Sharlot Hall Museum

EVENTS
Coming events from September through the end of the year at 
Sharlot Hall Museum and Fort Whipple Museum include:

13 SEPTEMBER - Saturday - “The Horse Lover” presenta-
tion by Alan Day, rancher, author and brother of U.S. 

Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor; discussion 
and signing of his new book “The Horse Lover: A Cow-
boy’s Quest to Save the Wild Mustangs.” Sharlot Hall  
Theater - FREE lecture 11 a.m. with book signing. 

 13 SEPTEMBER - Saturday - Frontier AZ Experience at the 
Museum features a “day-in-the-life” at harvest time on the 
frontier; events include apple cider pressing, sauerkraut 
making, beet pickling, and other harvest-time activities - 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Sharlot Hall Museum. 

20 SEPTEMBER - Saturday - Experience Pioneer Arizona. 
At SHARLOT HALL MUSEUM - 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. discov-

er harvest time on the frontier with apple cider pressing, 
food preservation, and bartering at the mercantile;  At 
FORT WHIPPLE MUSEUM: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. learn the challenges 
of field cooking, serving “mess call” for the troops, and 
food service each day in the life of a hungry soldier.

27 SEPTEMBER - Saturday - “Mr. & Mrs. Wyatt Earp: The 
Sunset Years” at Sharlot Hall Theater; a special per-

formance by the great-grand-nephew Wyatt Earp and his 
wife Terry. - 7:00 p.m. Admission: $20 adults, $18 members; 
tickets available at theDepot, space limited. 

1 OCTOBER -Museum hours change- Monday-Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.;  Sunday, 12 noon to 4 p.m.

4-5 OCTOBER - 36th Annual Folk Music Festival fea-
tures more than 200 talented musicians at four dif-

ferent venues of the Museum’s four-acre campus. Visitors 
encouraged to join in “The Jam-Fest” with musicians from 
throughout the Southwest at ‘breaks’ during the event. 
- Saturday 10am -5pm; Sunday 10am-4pm. Admission: $8; 
members $6; and youth 15-and-under FREE.

11 OCTOBER - Saturday - Frontier Arizona Experience at 
the Museum featuring “a day-in-the-life” of a pioneer 

dealing with health - home remedies, first aid in-the-field, 
sanitation and sickness issues - 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

18 OCTOBER - Saturday - “Childbirth on the Frontier.” 
Dr. Mary Melcher discusses the challenges women 

faced during childbirth in the late-1800s and early 1900s. 
Sharlot Hall Theater - 11 a.m. Admission FREE.

 18 OCTOBER - Saturday - Experience Pioneer Arizona.  At 
SHARLOT HALL MUSEUM - 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. examine the medi-
cal issues faced on the frontier, from the old-time medicine 
cabinet to childbirth.  At FORT WHIPPLE MUSEUM: 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., learn about “sick call” and the post hospital in a 
nostalgic look at the daily plight of a “sick” soldier.

8 NOVEMBER - Saturday - Frontier Arizona Experience at 
the Museum featuring “a day-in-the-life” of a pioneer. 

With fall crops harvested, it’s time to finish preparing for 
the coming winter... cutting wood (a never-ending chore), 
picking the last of the garden beets, knitting new winter 
accessories (shawls, mittens, scarves), and picking up 
tinned goods at the mercantile along with fabric for winter 
sewing projects. - 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

6 DECEMBER - Saturday - 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  - Frontier 
Christmas - a trip back to Christmas long ago following 

the Courthouse lighting activity. Discover holiday tradi-
tions common in the late-1800s and early 1900s, from song 
and attire, to gift-making and -wrapping on the frontier.

8

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

PRESCOTT ARIZONA
PERMIT NO. 180
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“Bustles & Boots” to feature
Living History ‘Wear-Faire’, wine-fest

Living history interpreters have always featured the apparel of 
yesteryear - especially during this Sesquicentennial year.  To 

expand on the popular showcase of June, the Museum will create 
a runway review of territorial fashions on Saturday, October 18 in 
front of the historic Governor’s Mansion.

A bevy of beauties will present “Bustles & Boots” down the 
center concourse displaying historically accurate fashions of the 
day - vintage 1860s, of course. Libations and light refreshments 
are part of the fundraising event, with reservations and advance 
tickets to the 3 p.m. show available at the Museum for $20.

While the June presentation was held in the Sharlot Theater of 
the Lawler Center, this special event will be conducted in front 
of the Mansion, complete with vintage soldiers raising the 1860s 
colors, stirring period music, and served hospitality (deemed 
“historically significant refreshments and libations”).


