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SHARLOT HALL MUSEUM

Expect to be Impressed!

Prescott’s 150-Yr Party to ‘Wow!’ Members, Visitors

P

rescott’s Sesquicentennial has caused the Museum to take
a close look at its calendar of events and make adjustments
to what it is oﬀering. Starting with the Territorial Dinner on
Friday evening May 30 and stretching to the close at 4 p.m. on
Sunday, June 1, all eﬀorts will be made to turn back the clock
to the town’s founding days.
Plan to visit the Museum during the sesquicentennial celebration weekend and join in the festivities!

SESQUICENTENNIAL

A Taste of 1864

May/June 2014

S

tart of the weekend is the Territorial Dinner Friday
evening. If you’ve already obtained your
ticket(s), “Congratulations!” − as the event is
SOLD OUT.
The fundraiser will feature an historically inspired dinner catered by Murphy’s Restaurant,
champagne for the ceremonial toast, spirits, beer
and wine, commemorative glassware and event
‘goodies’, historically inspired decorations and
“Living History” interpreters.
In addition to special guests and Museum members,
as well as representatives from the corporate sponsors, the evening’s celebration will include
an appearance of “Governor Goodwin” and
“Secretary McCormick” speaking to the assembly. Representing the “local folks of 1864,” Mrs.
Yvonne Morgan − whose family has been in the
Prescott area since 1864 − will be an honored guest.

A 3-Day Celebration
Downtown and
at the Museum,
Friday, May 30
to Sunday, June 1,
that begins
at the...

Weekend of Activities

T

he weekend will focus on “Living History” interpretations of territorial Arizona with a special emphasis on the
(continued on page 3)
Mrs. Yvonne Morgan will be a special, honored
guest at the Territorial Dinner representing a
family that has Prescott roots dating back to 1864.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTEBOOK
Fred Veil

Executive Director

S

pring 2014 promises to be
an exciting time for the Museum. On April 26 we dedicated
Sharlot’s Depot, which is now
up and functioning as our admissions center.
On May 30 and the weekend
that follows, the Museum will present the Territorial Dinner and
participate in a city-wide celebration of the founding of Prescott.
The first weekend in June is the Folk Arts Fair. Two weeks later
(June 20), the Museum holds its Annual Meeting and special preview opening of “Beasts,” the new permanent exhibit in the Lawler Center. All of these events and exhibits are described elsewhere
in this newsletter.

Medal of Honor Exhibit
Another exhibit that is expected to attract widespread
ead
interest is a joint project
ct of
the Museum and the Arizona
izonaa
Historical Society, the first of
what we hope to be many
y collaborative endeavors between
en our
agencies. “Above and Beyond: Arizona and the Medal
of Honor” is a traveling exhibit.
It will open at the AHS
HS Museum
M
in
i
Tempe on Armed Forces Day, May 17,
2014, and thereafter move to other AHS museums
at Tucson, Yuma, and Flagstaﬀ, and to Sharlot Hall
Current
Museum at six-month intervals. We expect the
and historic
exhibit here in Prescott in the spring of 2016.
Medals of Honor.
In the early years of the Civil War, the
U.S. Congress enacted legislation authorizing the Congressional Medal of Honor as
recognition to those soldiers, sailors and
marines who distinguished themselves by
their acts of valor in our nation’s wars.
Between 1862 and 1889, some 156
United States Army oﬃcers and enlisted
men from Arizona received our nation’s
highest military decoration for valor.
Since that time, these Medal of Honor

recipients would be joined by five of Arizona’s native sons – an
Army oﬃcer who campaigned against the Sioux in South Dakota, a
World War I Army combat pilot, a World War II infantryman, and
both an Army oﬃcer and a Marine oﬃcer, each of whom were cited
for actions in Viet Nam.
The stories of these brave men will be told in this important
military exhibit, which is expected to attract active duty and military veterans and their families, military historians, and the general public with an interest in military history.
The medal awarded by Congress to Chiquito, an Apache Indian
Scout who served in Arizona during the Indian Wars, is on loan by
its owner and will form the centerpiece of the exhibit, presenting
an opportunity to inform the public on the important role of the
Apache scouts in that conflict. Other original medals of honor will
also form a part of this exhibit.

Board Election
By the time you receive this newsletter, you will have also
received a notice of the election for five (5) members of the Board
of Trustees, the governing body of both the Prescott Historical Society and the Sharlot Hall Historical Society. The newly elected
Board members will serve for three-year terms, beginning July 1.
Three of the nominees – Mike Woods, Alexa Skjei, and John
Larkin – are currently serving on the Societys’ boards. Kendall
Jaspers and Jake Carlson will, upon election, become members for
the first time. A short biographical sketch of each of these candidates was included in the election notice sent to the membership
in the latter part of April.
This will be the first time that ballots for the election of Trustees
could be submitted electronically. We hope you find it convenient,
and it certainly is far less costly than conducting the balloting entirely through the U.S. Postal Service. For those of you who received your ballot through the USPS and who have access to the
internet, it would be helpful if you would provide the Museum
with your email address to be used in future mailings.

Doctors share Med. Society charter with Museum

Physicians representing the Prescott chapter
of the Arizona Medical Society present the
original 1919 charter to Sharlot Hall Museum
Executive Director Fred Veil (third from right).
The doctors are (l-to-r): (back) Steve Dahn,
W. David Rummel, William (Bill) Thrift, Gus
Scott, Ron Harvey, Mick Woodcock (museum
chief curator), John E. Oakley, Sr., Manus
Spanier, G.F. McNally, (front) Dave Duncan,
John Bennan (holding certificate) and Veil.
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Expect to be Impressed
(Continued from page 1)
founding of the town. From raising he 35-star
flag at the Territorial Dinner to an event that
will commemorate the town meeting when
Prescott received its name, and on to the camps
with tents of civilians and soldiers – the rich
history of the birth of Prescott will be brought
to life. The entire campus will be an interpretive canvas alive with history in action.
Some of the original territorial oﬃcials will
be recreated, in perhaps an older form than
their 1860s counter parts, but with the spirit
of breathing life into history. Territorial leaders in the form of Governor John Goodwin
and Secretary of the Territory Richard C. McCormick will make guest appearances. Other
prominent residents in the form of Judge John
Howard and “Virgin Mary” Ramos, as well as
Dr. John Alsap will be in evidence.
Interpreters will be in the Printing Oﬃce, thee
Mercantile, the Schoolhouse, Fort Misery, thee
Ranch House and the Fremont House. Demmonstrations of blacksmithing, wood working
g
and saddle making will also take place.
A military presence will also reflect both
infantry and cavalry soldier lifestyles on the
western frontier. There is also a rumor that the
entertainment district will be represented
by faro dealers inviting you to “Buck the
Tiger,” and Spencer and Jackson will be
providing live entertainment.
In Sharlot’s Theater (at the Lawler Exhibit
Center building), Saturday morning’s show-

case will feature a 19th Century fashion show
of women’s and men’s workday (and western) garb at 11 a.m. In the afternoon, the local
Generations band performs on the stage.
Sunday highlights in the Theater feature Al
Bates, recognized authority on the founding
of Prescott, providing a historical perspective
of the times (at 1 p.m.), followed by the musical performance of recording star Gail Steiger.
Among the tents and canvas awnings will
be outdoor cooking demonstrations, military
interpreters from the 1860s to the 1880s, and
prospectors looking for their bonanza.
Childrens activities relating to frontier life
will be oﬀered throughout the weekend. With
all of this, the grounds will be alive with opportunities to interact with history and have a
memorable day of celebrating Prescott’s 150th
birthday.
BILL OF FAIRE
- by Mick Woodcock

Historically inspired
Pot Roast

Chicken Pot Pie
Stuﬀed Potato
Tomato Salad

Spring Green Beans

Green Chile-stuﬀed
with Macaroni

Escalloped Onions
Cornbread

Rhubarb Pie
Lemon Pie

CORPORATE SPONSORS

Supporting Sponsors:
Murphy’s Restaurant
Hensley Brewing Company
Central Arizona Concert Band
A Storybook Moment
Arizona Stronghold Wines
Thumb Butte Distillery
Park Plaza Liquor & Deli

PROOF 5-11.1
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‘Beasts!’ Exhibit to Open Saturday, June 21
Members-Only Preview
To follow Museum’s
Annual Meeting,
Friday, June 20

I

t’s been 11,000 years in the making. The eye-opening Member preview of Sharlot Hall Museum’s exhibit
“Beasts of the Pleistocene!” is almost
here, and will feature an 11-millenia
block of mud holding the jaw of an ancient elephant – Mammut americanum,
a mastodon.
Hard times contributed to the death
of this juvenile male – a time when
extreme drought spread across the
Southwest at the end of the last Ice
Age. One of only three ever found in

Arizona, the beast roamed Yavapai
County, meeting its end in a river bed.
The exhibit opens to the public on
Saturday, June 21, but a preview event
is available to Museum Members on
Friday, June 20, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

This Mauricio Anton illustration of the Bering
Sea Land Bridge (the continental connector
between Asia’s Siberia and Alaska) depicts this
crossing 13,000-14,000 years ago of mammals
that include: Mammoths (wooly mammoths) are
migrating into North America... horses (Equus
- true horses) migrating into Asia... American
lions moving towards the Americas; and “giant
deer” (wooly rhinoceros)
chose not to leave Siberia
nor cross the land bridge.
The McKie/Morgan teeth
(left) are seen mud-encased
as found in the Prescott
National Forest.
Straight-backed mastodons
grew to 8-10 feet tall weighing 4-6 tons; their 9-ft. long
tusks (actually elongated
incisors) and nipple-pointed
molars – like the mammut
teeth (below) – reflect the
foraging of 200-500 lbs. of
“greenery” daily. Arizona’s
lush and nutrient tundra on
the receding edge of the ice
flow was a delicious meal.

The American lion
(above left) and
the dire wolf (left)
were the predators of
Pleistocene.
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W

hat is perhaps
Arizona’s most
famous saloon story
occurred in 1898 on
Prescott’s Whiskey
Row. For 70-plus
years, the romantic
legend was referred
to as the “Chance
Cobweb Hall saga”
– about an infant girl
bestowed the name
‘Baby Bell’ after being
deposited on the saloon counter late one
winter’s night.
Brad Courtney, a retired educator, discussed new evidence surrounding the fascinating and “true” story of Violet “Baby Bell” Hicks at this
presentation held Saturday, May 10, at the Sharlot Hall Museum Theater.
The limited-seating presentation took attendees through a more-tragicthan-magic account that revises folklore with historical truth.

Remington Called Them
“Buffalo Soldiers”
Packed House welcomes Dr. Davis

D

r. John Langellier, Central Division
Director of the Arizona Historical
Society, will present a special lecture entitled Remington Called Them “Buﬀalo
Soldiers” on Saturday, June 21 at 2:00pm
in the Sharlot Hall Museum Theater.
His lecture will explore the African
American military experience in Arizona and illustrate how Black soldiers succeeded on the Western frontier.
During the American Civil War, many
African-Americans made great sacrifices while fighting for freedom. Nearly
180,000 Blacks served in uniform during
that conflict. In 1866, shortly after this
national tragedy had concluded, Blacks
finally were permitted to enlist in the
regular army during peacetime. These
Black regulars would be posted to the
American West, but not until spring 1885
did these troops report for duty in what
was the Arizona Territory.
By the following year, an obscure illustrator named Frederic Remington
helped launch his career with depictions
of Black troopers of the 10th U.S. Cavalry in Arizona to accompany a serial
titled “After Geronimo” for Outing - An
Illustrated Magazine of Recreation.
Dr. Langellier has been researching
the Buﬀalo Soldiers for many years, and
his insightful presentation will illustrate
an important aspect of frontier military
life. – by Brenda Taylor

At Prescott Chinese Community Talk

Y

avapai College’s Dr. Rhonda Tintle Davis led a lively, historical discussion in April about the Chinese
residents in Territorial Prescott who owned businesses
and land, fought, gambled, and fully participated in the
cultural growth of the town and region.
The presentation, which previewed the “Behind
Whiskey Row” exhibit that opens May 24 in the Theater
gallery, identified Prescott’s Chinatown as a former hub
of activity for Chinese and non-Chinese alike.
The enlightening slideshow presentation was given
to a packed house of eager listeners and guests, and
was moved to the Theater from the Library & Archives
building to accommodate an overflow crowd.

PROOF 5-11.1

Dr. Rhonda Davis discusses the role of Chinese
residents in Territorial Prescott during her multimedia presentation at Sharlot Hall Museum.
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(c) Sharlot Hall Museum mil115pa

Fort Whipple celebrates 150 years since relocation to Granite Creek

O

n May 30, town fathers will be hosting Prescott’s 150th birthday party on the town
square. This will feature a giant birthday cake that will be built on site during the day,
and feature historic images from Sharlot Hall Museum’s Library and Archives.
There will be another birthday cake, smaller in size, which you can enjoy to celebrate the
Sesquicentennial of the moving of Fort Whipple to the banks of Granite Creek (on May 18,
1864). That celebration, however, will be on Saturday, May 17, 2014, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(or until the cake runs out) at the Fort Whipple Museum on the grounds of the Northern
Arizona VA Health Care facility, which occupies the site of
later was home to the “Buﬀalo Soldiers” (10th U.S. Cavthe original Indian Wars fort.
alry), as well as a mobilization point for Arizonans serving
This will be the first day of the Fort Whipple “Living
as “Rough Riders” in the Spanish-American War. It became
History” season, so expect to see an occasional historical
a tuberculosis sanatorium in 1918, and veterans hospital
interpreter there as well. We have ladies who interpret the
since the 1920s.
feminine side of Army life, as well as men who wear the
Exhibits at the Fort Whipple Museum, a joint project of
blue and show oﬀ their brass buttons and muskets.
Sharlot Hall Museum and the VA Medical Center, describe
Saturday, May 17, is also Armed Forces Day - a day to reand showcase artifacts of post-Civil War weaponry, 19th
member those who currently serve in the United States milCentury medical instruments, and
itary, as well as the anniversary of the openphotographs and memoirs written
ing of the Fort Whipple Museum in 2005.
by those stationed at this outpost of
The fort became the social and military
the Old West.
center for Prescott, helping to establish it as
The Museum is located on the
the Territorial Capital of Arizona. The fort
grounds of the VA Hospital on Hwy.
served as a tactical base for the U.S. Cavalry
89 (near the Hwy. 69 junction), and
during the Indian Wars of 1864-1886, and
is housed in one of the 1908 military
top: Photo of Fort Whipple soldiers mustered on parade
oﬃcer’s quarters. Admission to the
grounds (c.1878); below: initial drawings of fort layout;
Museum is FREE (donations acceptright: Guests at Fort Whipple Museum enjoy the displays.
ed) ...and a piece of birthday cake is
FREE, too! - by Mick Woodcock
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I

n Sharlot Hall’s time (left), it was all in a day’s
work. Today, towns folk (and city ‘slickers’)
celebrate down-home arts when the Museum
presents a “Village of Traditions” at the Folk Arts
Fair, June 7-8.
The two-day event includes demonstrations
of quilting, weaving, tatting, crocheting, as well
as basket weaving. Craftspeople will be doing
woodwork and chair caning, wool shearing and
spinning, weaving, fiber dying and lace making.
There’s an antique auto show for car buﬀs.
Children can enjoy a petting zoo and craft tables
where they can make corn husk dolls, create their
own cattle brands, and try tin punching or corn
grinding, as well as play 19th century lawn games.
Musical performances in the theater will feature old-time banjo playing, American Indian
flute music, and Generations, a youth string band.
Dutch-oven biscuits will be made on the campus,
and freshly churned butter is available. Other
food items will be available
for purchase.
Bring the entire family and
experience the handiwork
and talents from a simpler
time in Arizona. Admission
for Museum Members is
only $3; non-members (age
15-up) is $10.

SATURDAY, JUNE 7
SHARLOT HALL THEATER
12 noon
1 p.m.
Sharlot Hall Museum
Generation Youth String Band
2 p.m.
Loren Russell
Native American Flute Player and
Storyteller

3 p.m.

Traditional Fiddle Tunes
Civil War to the turn of the Century

FRÉMONT HOUSE PORCH
11 a.m. Spencer & Jackson
19th Century Music

1:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
DANCE PORCH
10:30 a.m. International Folk Dancing
11:30 a.m. English Country Dancing
1:30 p.m. Country Dancing
Demonstrations of Pioneer
Cooking

SUNDAY, JUNE 8
SHARLOT HALL THEATER
12 noon Sharlot Hall Museum
Generation Youth String Band
1 p.m.
The Prescott Playboys
Western Swing Music

3 p.m.

QUILT RAFFLE DRAWING
BASKET RAFFLE DRAWING

FRÉMONT HOUSE PORCH
11:30 a.m. Spencer & Jackson
Deborah Mathews
Hair Weaving Art demonstration

El Charro Mexican Food
Cooking demonstration

Prescott Antique Auto Club
Events at the Folk Arts Fair
include corn husk doll making,
lacing, tin punching, frontier
games and more.

PROOF 5-11.1

West parking lot - Vintage cars fire
up hit-’n’-miss engines
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Dedication of
Sharlot’s Depot
Wows Donors,
Friends, Guests
Admission Building
Features Porter Engine,
New Museum Entry

D

espite a dusting of snow and a crisp wind whistling
through the highlands, honored guests, as well as members and staﬀ of Sharlot Hall Museum celebrated the dedication of Sharlot’s Depot on Saturday, April 26.
The brightly painted new structure was made possible
by many generous donations, thereby creating an attractive gateway for visitors coming to the Museum. It serves
as an appropriate way to mark Prescott’s 150th anniversary
celebration starting May 30 on the Museum grounds.
Another goal of the Depot remains in-process, a permanent home for the Porter steam locomotive, which continues
to be restored at its new site under the roof of the Depot.
Generous donations from Eugene and Alicia Scott and the
Kemper and Ethel Marley Foundation made this latest ad-

dition to Museum
grounds possible.
Eugene was inspired to support
the project because
his grandfather,
Wilhelm Hermann
Utzinger, was a pioneer railroad man in the West. The Scotts
were on hand for the dedication ceremony, along with the
Marley Foundation executive director Jim Webb.

Depot to house Porter Engine
Graphics and interpretive signs in the Depot will explain
the engine’s history, eﬀorts to preserve the classic engine,
and details about the importance of mining in Yavapai
County. Museum patrons purchasing admission tickets at
the building will have the opportunity to view the engine
up close and learn about Prescott’s mining past.
While the locomotive was restored as recently as 1986, its
previous location at the westside parking lot did not oﬀer
protection against the Prescott elements. Members of the
Arizona Railway Museum in Chandler have provided invaluable guidance, and Museum volunteers and Prescott
Antique Auto Club members are continuing in this eﬀort.
With the Depot already in use as the Museum’s admission
building, restoration work will continue on-site and visitors
can come by and watch the work in progress as this historic
engine is brought back to life.

Depot to serve as Admissions Building
The building serves as the new entry point into the Museum directly from Gurley Street, and visitors will not have
to traverse through the Museum Store in the Bashford
Building. That location now serves as the exit venue allowing visitors a 360-degree opportunity to visit all the historic
buildings on the four-acre campus.
Eugene Scott discusses the family railroading history that prompted his
generous financial support for Sharlot’s Depot and the Porter Steam Engine
exhibit at the dedication event, April 26, held in the Museum Theater.
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above: Special guests to the Dedication event April 26 included (from left to right, above):
Alan Kenson, Tom Collins, Laura Phelps, Alicia Scott, Eugene Scott, Rich Echert,
Jim Webb, Debbie Mathern, Craig Brown, Nancy Kirkpatrick Wright, Sandi Brown,
Donna Cummings, and Fred Veil, Museum executive director and dedication emcee.
left: Eugene Scott and Jim Webb (representing the Kemper & Ethel Marley Foundation)
proudly unveil the brass nameplate for Sharlot’s Depot (below) that will adorn the
new admissions building to Sharlot Hall Museum.
below: The Porter Engine (#873)
has served as a trolley engine in
the Midwest, and a mine ore locomotive at nearby Congress. Restoration of the engine has been
done several times, as recently as
1986, but its previous location
did not oﬀer protection against
the harsh Prescott elements. Richard Maurer is restoring the cab
structure woodwork, expected to
be installed later this year.

above: A display panel at the Depot acknowledges the
many donors and financial supporters who made
possible both the construction of the admissions
building and the engine’s restoration.

PROOF 5-11.1
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Thank You for Your Support
LEGACY CIRCLE
Jeri Smith-Fornara

CURATOR’S CIRCLE
Harry and Debbie Allen
David Alec Babbitt and
Karen Spear
Colleen and Joe Babcock
Richard and Diane Belveal
Dewey and Ida Born
Barbara Burton
Thomas and Wendy Collins
Bob and Kay Cornett
Lawrence and
Beverly Dandurand
Ralph and Christy Dinsman
William Ehrig
Allan Englekirk and
Catherine Mount
HERITAGE CIRCLE
AAS, Yavapai Chapter
Catherine Asimakis
Jennifer Bartos
Jerry and Dorothy Bengtson
Larry and Carol Bessel
Joan Bigley
Jim and Valda Bryant
Eugene and Marilyn Chesson
Thomas and
Katherine Cornelius
Norman and
Barbara Delucchi
Brigitte Dickinson
Kenneth Edwards
Marion Elliott
James Fouch
George Fuller
David and
Eleanor Frederiksen
Robert and Jean Gaeddert
Robert and Helen Gasko
Philip and Helene Gross
J. Robert Grossenbacher and
Ted Patterson
Charles and
Christina Hastings

SHARLOT’S CIRCLE
Bill and Annabelle Pedersen
James Van Zeyl

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Norman and
Maureen Dobiesz
Bryan and Pearl Grapentine
Earlene Hunt
Patricia McKlem

Eugene and Alicia Scott
Lois Smith and Nancy Marks
Peter and Betty Smith
Edward and Vera Williams
CORPORATE SPONSORS

Eloise Esser
Steven Gaber and
Patricia Bruneau-Gaber
Bob and Cathy Gessner
Edward and Ellen Gouvier
Barbara Indra
Kenneth Jackson and
Gina Kritchevsky
Kenson Construction
Robert Koktavy
Robert and Nancy Kravetz
Orme and Elizabeth Lewis
Richard and Lois Longfield
John and Ruth Lysak

Robert and Barbara Mariano
William and Carol Miller
Paul and Jean Nebel
Timothy and Martha Rooney
David Stringer
James Swenson and
Ann Hansen
Janet Travis
Naomi and John
VanDomelen
Fred and Sally Veil
Andrew Wallace
James and Ellen Williams
John and Martha Wolff

Michael and
Mariela Hastings
Jim and Judi Heidkamp
Kirk Henningsen
Karen and Robert Hodges
Philip and Sharon James
Edward and Mary Kofron
John and Nancy Lambert
John Langellier
Kenneth and Karen Leja
Dick and Lynne Lewis
Lauren Looney
David and Kathleen Mecca
Melodie Merino
Jill Pfister and
Gordon Wingard
James and Doris Pool
Mike and Sharon Popowniak
P.C. and Pat Potter
Beryl Rae
Hardy and Katie Rose
Richard and Bi Sallomi
Edward and Virginia Seaver
William and Jeanne Sellers
Stanley and Janice Steiner

Dave Stoller and
Janet Lincoln
Peter and Gail Van Horsen
Kathryn Vines
Robert Viscount and
Vicky McLane
Barbara Wich
Andrew and Vivian Williams
Fulton and Nancy Wright
Larry and Priscilla Wright
John and Tamara Zivic
Todd Zuercher

PROOF 5-11.1

CORPORATE SPONSORS
“Territorial Dinner”
Allegra Printing
The Daily Courier
Kenson Construction
Springhill Resorts and Residential Inn by Marriott
BBVA Compass Bank
Lamb Chevrolet
CableOne Business
Murphy’s Restaurant
Prescott Brewing Company
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Folk Music Festival
Set for October 4-5

T

he 36th annual Folk Music Festival at Sharlot Hall Museum will
continue as Arizona’s longest-running
folk music event Oct. 4-5, 2014. It will
feature musicians performing on four
stages all about the four-acre campus.
This premier event includes educational and informative workshops on
musical history, musical styles and
iconic musicians. There’ll be opportunities to “jam” on the grounds; the
porch to the historic Territorial Governor’s Mansion has been a popular location year after year.
If you are a musician, be sure to
bring your instrument as all levels
are welcome. Festival hours are from
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., both Saturday and
Sunday. Admission prices are $10 for
16 and over, and $8 for Museum Members; those 15 and under are free.

OCTOBER 4-5, 2014
Publication Portrays late-1800 Prescott

T

The 36th Annual Folk Music Festival in October draws musicians to a
weekend of learning, laughter, and tunes on the grounds of the Museum.
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he May 2014 issue of Arizona Highways is dedicated to Prescott, which is celebrating its sesquicentennial
this year. For the cover, illustrator Douglas Smith utilized
scratchboard – a painstaking,
labor-intensive art form that
involves scratching away
darkness to reveal light beneath – to depict Prescott’s
Gurley Street as it might have
appeared in the late 1800s.

PROOF 5-11.1

Cecilia and Leslie Hunter from Tucson join Sheriﬀ Tom Collins (above)
at the recent Arizona History Symposium reception on the Sharlot
Hall Museum grounds. While light refreshments were accompanied by
musicians, Museum “Living History” interpreters and staﬀ (below:
Lauren Looney and Nancy Hans) greeted guests to the Museum.
right: John Southard, Fred Veil, and Arv
Scultz share a conversation during the
early evening break from the convention
schedule at the Prescott Resort.

AZ History Convention Hosts
Museum Reception for Attendees
An evening reception April 11 welcomed attendees of the 55th Arizona
History Convention to the Museum.
About 70 folks enjoyed live music,
refreshments and conversation, as
“Living History” interpreters and
staﬀ welcomed the guests.

Prescott Corral of Westerners
offer special “Territorial Times”

T

Laura Phelps, community development specialist for Bagdad operations of
Freeport McMoRan, recently presented a generous corporate donation in
support of the creation of Sharlot’s Depot to Executive Director Fred Veil.

PROOF 5-11.1

he Prescott Corral of Westerners International has prepared a special edition of the Territorial Times history
magazine as their contribution to the Prescott Sesquicentennial celebration.
The magazine contains a series of related articles written
by Prescott Westerner Al Bates that trace Arizona Territory’s
beginnings back to the border dispute between Texas and
Mexico, which led to the creation of the American Southwest.
The articles then move on to essential events in Prescott’s
beginnings and the people that made these happen.
The goal of this publication has been to present the story
of Prescott’s beginning 150 years ago in the words of actual participants, as much as possible, by using quotations
from their letters and other contemporary documents about
events as they saw them in 1863 and 1864.
A limited number of copies of the magazine are on sale at
the Museum Store in the Bashford House. Contact the store
by phone or email (store@sharlot.org) to reserve your copy.
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What is it?
...a fid? ...or a
grave offering?

T

his is one of
those unusual
artifacts “found” in
a repository collection brought to the
Museum in 1998. Your help is sought to identify it. Over the
years, curators, volunteers and staﬀ have been reviewing
this collection for Hohokam-type artifacts from a site excavated along Big Bug Creek near Mayer. This particular item
has defied definition.
It may have passed initial scrutiny, but still lacks specific
identity. Ground stone items of less than six inches are often sent to archaeologists for consideration.
The favored explanation for this piece: it “somewhat”
resembles the human ceramic figurines present in the early
Hohokam cultural millennium. Similar clay figures were
often mortuary or grave oﬀerings.
One person (with no curatorial nor historigraphical background) thinks it resembles a “fid” – an archaeic tool used
for ropemaking. What do you think it is, and what was its
use? Send the editor your explanations: KenL@sharlot.org.

Library & Archives Latest Additions

G

reat things are happening in the Library & Archives!
Work on collections has reached a new level with the
addition of Amy Finston to the L&A team. We have set up a
new collection processing room and have begun the task of
finding photographs that go with all our newly processed
manuscript collections.
In addition, we are creating standardized finding aids for
each of the collections. As we complete these finding aids,
they are being uploaded to the Arizona Archives Online
website (http://www.azarchivesonline.org/xtf/search).
Another collection has been integrated; this collection
consists of the history, correspondence, newsletters, scrapbooks, photos, news clippings and other ephemera materials regarding the congregation and members of the Temple
B’rith Shalom, as well as, Jewish culture as it relates to Arizona history – particularly in Prescott, Arizona.
The Library was recently donated books to add to our
regular literary holdings, as well as the volunteer library,
which are available for checkout to all our SHM volunteers.
Take a moment to browse our expanded inventory; check
out a book and learn about Prescott and Yavapai history!
Another periodical donation is The Desert Magazine,
1941-1980 (not-inclusive), which focuses on desert country
of the Southwest covering travel, visual arts, literature, cultural history, mining/geology and human interest stories.
Our wonderful, dedicated volunteers are nearly done
with processing (or re-processing) the following collections,
which will be available in the near future: Sarah Folsom, the
Prescott Symphony Guild and the Lillian Wilhelm Smith
collections. Please stop by the Library & Archives and scope
out all these fantastic new additions. – by LaDawn Dalton
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Education Program seeks young-at-heart volunteers
The Education Program is seeking young-at-heart volunteers to work with children during the Sesquicentennial
celebration (May 31-June 1) and Folk Arts Fair (June 7-8).
Museum staﬀ will be oﬀering children the opportunity to
make their own cattle brands, create animal figurines, yarn
dolls and paper dolls during the Sesquicentennial weekend.
Gold panning, corn husk dolls, tin punching and more will
be oﬀered during the Folk Arts Fair.
Call Gayle Youngman at 445-3122, ext. 18 or Mary Melcher
at 445-3122, ext. 29 to volunteer to work with the kids.

Amy Finston joins
Library & Archives team

T

he Museum is pleased to
welcome Amy Finston as
the new Reference Desk Coordinator at the Library & Archives. Ms. Finston received a
bachelors degree in marketing
from the Univ. of Arizona and,
later, her teaching credentials
from the state of Texas.
She worked as a middle school reading and writing
teacher for seven years before returning to Arizona. A recent transplant to Prescott, Amy also works part-time at
the Prescott Public Library in the Youth Services department, where she continues to share her passion for literature with young readers.
Ms. Finston is a history enthusiast, and she enjoys helping patrons at the Library & Archives explore the rich history of Central Arizona.

Ken Leja handles Museum
media & marketing efforts

S

ince joining the Museum team
as marketing coordinator in
January, Ken Leja continues to
bring a wealth of experience in
designing marketing materials,
writing media releases, publishing newsletters and photographing events. He was a community
newspaper editor, web service manager, a senior media
analyst for a strategy research firm, and has planned and
coordinated special events and worked with volunteers.
Ken and his family have lived in Prescott for five years,
and he remains involved with such local groups as Lions,
Sister Cities, Scouting, and his homeowner association.
Since beginning a short few months ago, Ken has already
designed new marketing materials and display advertisements, while helping to shape marketing goals and strategies, which will enhance the Museum’s ability to attract
more visitors and members. He was recently promoted to
marketing manager and webmaster. Join us in welcoming
Ken to the Sharlot Hall Museum staﬀ!
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SemiCentennial Quilt
offers Mystery

E

verybody loves a good mystery,
but we also like to have them
solved. Such is the case with the photograph of what the Museum staﬀ
thinks is a Civil War Quinquagenary
quilt. This would have been created to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of
the American Civil War in 1865.
We base this on a couple of things.
First, the quilt blocks represent diﬀerent Union Army Corp badges which
didn’t come into general use until
the latter part of the War. Second, the

T

he Museum’s expert on Indian
lore, Sandy Lynch (right), gave
a presentation recently to a Theaterroom full of elementary school students who wanted to learn more about
local Indian culture and artifacts.
The youngsters were held spellbound by Sandy’s sharing of native
musical instruments, songs and dances. Her collection of items filled the
table, and her interactive presentation
enthralled the students (and parents)
in attendance.

Volunteers organize project to restore Iron Turbine Windmill

SemiCentennial Quilt photo in Curators’ Archive

United States flags all have forty-eight
stars. Arizona was the 48th state admitted to the Union. The semicentennial would have been 1912 to 1915.
This photograph is in our Archives
and has been for years. We do not have
the quilt in our object collections. The
mystery is: Who has the quilt and why
do we have the photograph? Any clues
leading to solving this mystery will be
rewarded by a piece of chocolate from
the curators’ candy bowl.

Melcher Earns Oral History Award

M

...And you should see her dance!

ary Melcher, museum Education
Program Manager, received the
Mink Award for Outstanding Contributions in Oral History from the
Southwest Oral History Association at
its annual convention, April 5.
The Association recognized her oral
history work during the last three decades in Arizona. She has participated
in many projects collecting more than
130 interviews that have been used
in radio programs, exhibits, articles,
books and presentations.

T

he Museum’s Volunteer Advisory
Committee (VAC) is spearheading
a fundraising project to fix the Iron Turbine Windmill, located on the Museum
campus in front of the Schoolhouse.
The group is raising $1,200 for both
the repair of the windmill and for a
new informational sign.
This windmill was made by Mast,
Foos and Co., Springfield, Ohio in the
late 1880s and was used for many years
on the Matli Ranch, north of Prescott.
Named to the National Register of Historic Places, the windmill is one of the
few remaining windmills of its type.
It is historically significant because it
is the sole known and intact example
of the first mass-produced all-metal
windmill remaining in the Southwest
and probably the entire United States.
The VAC has created, printed and
distributed information cards to promote fixing the windmill and has “donation banks” around the campus.
Because this is a volunteer-created
project, the Sharlot Hall Museum volunteer body will be the target donor
audience. An operating windmill will
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add to the Museum experience of visitors, as well as generate water for the
heirloom garden in front of the Fort
Misery building.
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Check out the new website

www.sharlot.org

Coming events from mid-May 2014 and moving forward at
Sharlot Hall Museum and Fort Whipple Museum include:

17

MAY - Saturday - Celebrate 150-year Anniversary of Fort Whipple
Relocation to Granite Creek. Join us for a piece of birthday cake
as Museum “Living History” interpreters and docents share the circumstances, history, and re-settlement of Fort Whipple along the banks of
Granite Creek in May, 1864. The fort became the social and military center
for Prescott, helping to establish it as the Territorial Capital of Arizona.
Admission is FREE... and a piece of birthday cake, too!

...and ‘like’ us on
Facebook.com/Sharlot Hall Museum

30

MAY - Friday - Territorial Dinner. Celebrating the Sesquicentennial
of Prescott as the Territorial Capital of Arizona. Catered dinner on
the Museum grounds, live demonstrations, re-enactments, and ‘birthday
gifts’ to all ticketed attendees. 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Tickets are $75 per
person available at Museum Store. SOLD OUT

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
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MAY to JUNE 1 - Friday-Sunday - 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. PRESCOTT
SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION. Join in the weekend of
activities at Sharlot Hall Museum and the downtown courthouse plaza.
Begins Friday afternoon at the courthouse and continues late-night and
all-day Saturday and Sunday. See page 3 for weekend details.

7-8
11
20
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JUNE - Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 41st
Annual Folk Arts Fair.

JUNE - Wednesday - Sharlot Hall Museum Day.

JUNE - Friday - 4:00 p.m. Annual Meeting of Sharlot Hall Museum
Historical Society followed by the Members ONLY Preview of
“Beasts of the Pleistocene,” the permanent exhibit at the Lawler Exhibit
Center of the Museum, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

21

JUNE - Saturday - 10 a.m. Opening of “Beasts of the Pleistocene”,
the premier of an exciting, permanent exhibit at the Lawler Exhibit
Center of the Museum, featuring the Mammut americanuum (mastodon)
fossilized remains found in the nearby Prescott National Forest.

Saturday - 2 p.m. Remington Called Them “Buﬀalo Soldiers” Dr. John
Langellier explores the African-American military experience and illustrates how Black soldiers succeeded on the Western frontier; insightful
depiction of the 10th U.S. Cavalry in Arizona (at Fort Whipple, home to
the “Buﬀalo Soldiers”) – Sharlot Hall Theater.

12-13

JULY - Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
17th Annual Prescott Indian Arts Market, one of the Southwest’s premier Indian art markets; features traditional and contemporary
artwork juried by distinguished American Indian artists, showing exquisite carvings, ceramics, sculpture, paintings, hand-woven baskets, blankets, and distinctive jewelry.

2

AUGUST - Saturday - 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., 7-8 p.m. 11th Annual Western History Symposium, sponsored by Sharlot Hall Museum and the
Prescott Corral of Westerners International. Features informative presentations by historians, educators and authors on subjects relevant to our
Western heritage. Hassayampa Inn, 122 E. Gurley Street, Prescott.

23
13

AUGUST - Saturday - Prescott Crush: 99 Bottles of Wine at the Hall
wine tasting and fundraiser.

SEPTEMBER - Saturday - 11 a.m. “The Horse Lover: A Cowboy’s
Quest to Save the Wild Mustangs”; H. Alan Day discusses his new
book; book-signing follows. Library & Archives, 115 S. McCormick Street.

4-5

OCTOBER - Saturday & Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 36th Annual
Folk Music Festival. Arizona’s longest-running folk music event
including music workshops, live performances on four stages all about the
campus, and “jamming” on the lawn with musicians, performers of all ages.

6

DECEMBER - Saturday, 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. - Frontier Christmas - a
trip back to Christmas long ago (to the 1860s) at the Museum; Carolers,
interactive demonstrations ring in the holidays.
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Sharlot Hall Award Nominations Sought

E

very year the Sharlot Hall Museum acknowledges a
living Arizona woman with the Sharlot Hall Award,
which recognizes the valuable contributions to the understanding and awareness of Arizona and its history.
The award originated in 1984 as a counterpart to the
Arizona Women’s Hall of Fame, and was named in honor
of the Museum’s founder, Sharlot Mabridth Hall.
The women who have been nominated and recipients of
this special award have a passion for history, are contributors to history in their local communities, are active in establishing historical societies, museums or archives in their
communities or are dedicated to preserving the local history and culture for future generations.
Similar to Sharlot Hall, such women as Polly Rosenbaum (1989), Elizabeth Ruﬀner (1993) Margaret F. Maxwell
(1998), Jessie Ruth Gilpin (2008), Nancy Burgess (2010) and
last year’s recipient Mary Jayne Peace Pyle of Payson are all
devotees of local history and the historical preservationists
in their communities.
If you know a woman in your community who fits these
traits and is dedicated to preserving history for others to experience, visit the SHM Library & Archives website or call
the Library & Archives Reference Desk to obtain a current
Sharlot Hall Award Nomination form.
Nomination forms and supporting information regarding
a nominee are due to Sharlot Hall Museum Library & Archives, 115 S. McCormick, Prescott, 86301, by the end of
business on May 31, 2014. – by Brenda Taylor
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