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SHARLOT HALL MUSEUM

Let the Celebration Begin!
          Museum To Kick Off 150-Year City Festivities with Territorial Dinner

To kick off the 150-year celebration of Prescott as 
the Arizona Territorial Capital, Sharlot Hall Mu-

seum will host a gala event – a Territorial Dinner 
– on May 30.

“The dinner will be a lavish affair,” states Fred 
Veil, SHM executive director, “and will be the high-
light event of the city’s Sesquicentennial party.” 

Veil has been coordinat-
ing  the Museum’s partici-
pa tion in the celebration 
with City of Prescott leaders 
and a volunteer committee 
for the past eight months 
-- all for commemorating 
the 150th birthday of the 
founding of Prescott, which 
later became Arizona’s first  
Territorial Capital.

At an open-house pre-
view in late-February, Veil 
announced availability of 
tickets to the Territorial 
Dinner fundraiser at $75 
per person. 

“We’ll have 15 tables of 10 
at the Dinner, plus a ‘who’s-
who’ of special attendees,” 
added Veil detailing some 
of the invited guests, offi-
cials, and a re-enactment 
of the arrival of “Governor 
John Goodwin” and “Secre-
tary Richard McCormick” 
to the community.

continued on page 3

Neil  Thomas, right, chair
of the city’s celebrat ion 

committee, outlined some of 
the sesquicentennial events 
during a preview gathering 

at Sharlot Hall Museum. 
Also on hand were SHM 

“Living History” presenters 
in 1860s-period clothing.

Director’s Notebook - Page 2
More Territorial Dinner - Page 3
“Beasts” Exhibit - Page 4

Donors Rise to the Occasion - Page 5
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2014 Events - Page 8

Continued on p.3

S
E

S
Q

U
IC

E
N

T
E

N
N

IA
L

March/april 2014 



March/april 2014 - Sharlot hall MuSeuM MeSSenger

2

Fred Veil
Executive Director

The Arizona Miner 
was not the first 

newspaper published 
in the geographical area 
that would  become the 
Arizona Territory.

That distinction belongs to the Weekly Arizonian, 
a Tubac newspaper that first came on the scene in 
March 1859, well before the Territory was officially 
established by the federal government. The Miner 
was, however, the newspaper most closely identi-
fied with the newly established government of the 
Territory. In fact, its printing press was brought 
into the Territory by Territorial Secretary Richard 
McCormick, who set the Miner up for business at 
the site of the original Fort Whipple near Del Rio 
Springs in the early months of 1864.

First issue: March 9, 1864

The first issue of the Miner––on March 9, 1864––
is a primer of the historical background for the es-
tablishment of Arizona Territory, and the events 
which ultimately led to the founding of the wilder-
ness capital which came to be known as Prescott.

Its front page contains a contemporary descrip-
tion of the territory geography, boundaries and 
natural resources, and a summary of the legislative 
activity which resulted in the passage and enact-
ment of the Organic Act. This meaure, signed by 
President Abraham Lincoln on February 24, 1863, 
created  Arizona as a territory of the United States.

The inaugural issue of the Miner continued its lesson in Ar-
izona territorial history with a brief description of the travails 
experienced by the party of governmental officials, all ap-
pointed by the president, which traveled across the plains and 
mountains of the western frontier to reach Arizona Territory in 
late December, 1863, when the gubernatorial appointee, John 
Nobel Goodwin, proclaimed,

“… that by virtue of the powers with which I am invested by an 
Act of the Congress of the United States, providing a temporary 
government for the Territory, I shall this day proceed to organize 
said government.”

Goodwin further announced that “The seat of government 
will, for the present, be at or near Fort Whipple.” 

The Fort Whipple site at Del Rio Springs was short-lived. 
On May 17, 1864 it was relocated to a place approximately 20 

miles to the south on the banks of Granite Creek, where 
a few weeks later, the town that would soon become the 
first capital of the Territory was founded. 

The Miner likewise moved to Prescott, and on June 
22 published its first edition there, recapping the town 
meeting of May 30 at which Prescott was established 
and named.

The 150th anniversary of that event will be celebrated 
by the City on the weekend of May 30-June 1. As de-
tailed in this issue, the Sharlot Hall Museum will play 
an important part in the Sesquicentennial festivities.

The Miner, and its successors, continued to operate 
until 1934. Today, our region is serviced by the Daily 
Courier, a frontier newspaper founded in 1882 by former 
Miner editor John Marion, a historic newsman of those 
“old yellow dog days.”

                             D IR E C TOR ’ S  NOT EBOOK



           Continued from pg.1
“It’s going to be a Prescott Party,” 

said Neil Thomas, chair of the city’s 
event  committee, adding that “the 
three-day Sesqui cen tennial Cele-
bra tion, a 150-year birth day party, 
will be of immense proportions.”

Key features of the extended 
birthday party will be to offer a 
wide range of family-oriented fun 
and attractions, plus a myriad of 
events and activities beginning 
Friday evening, May 30, and con-
cluding Sunday afternoon, June 1 
– all centered around the downtown plaza, 
Sharlot Hall Museum and Mile High Middle 
School, added Thomas.
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Mick Woodcock as 
“Judge John Howard”
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Jennifer Bartos, chair of the Sharlot Hall Museum 
Territorial Dinner Committee, in 1864 attire.

Sharlot Hall Museum kicks off the week-
end celebration by hosting the “Territorial 
Dinner” on Friday evening on the grounds. 
The historically inspired supper will feature 
catered foods from Murphy’s Restaurant, 
specialty libations, a celebratory ‘toast’ from 
“Goodwin” and “McCormick” with compli-
mentary champagne, plus live entertainment 

(historical band music), “Living History” pre-
sentations, commemoratives, specialty beers 
and wine, and a military honor guard.

Only 150 people will attend 
the Territorial Dinner, with a 
limited number of tickets avail-
able at the Museum Store at $75 
per person.

Throughout the weekend, 
Sharlot Hall Museum will open 
its gates to visitors of the ses-
quicentennial fete, in tandem 
with events and activities at the 
Courthouse Plaza to the Mile 
High Middle School.  

On the grounds, continuing 
“Living History” displays and 
demonstrations will feature 
wood-stove cooking, historical-
ly accurate fashions, printing, 

black smithing, sad dle  making and more to  
acquaint visitors with frontier life in the fledg-
ling 1860s territorial town. The birthday party 
begins at the plaza Friday afternoon with a 
re-enactment of Gov. Goodwin’s arrival and 
reading of the proclamation designating the 
creation of the Arizona Territory. 

Sesquicentennial Celebration

Attendees will share in a 150-square-foot 
birthday cake, with emphasis on 150. Oth-
er events include a beer garden offering 150 
beers and wines, a visit from 150 Jeeps and 
150 motorcycles, and 150 guests to the Territo-
rial Dinner (Friday) at the Museum.

The performance stage on Goodwin will 
feature continuous live entertainment.  For 
young people, bounce houses will adorn the 
east side (Cortez), while acoustic musicians 
will be featured on the west side.

Additional weekend events will include 
showings of vintage and antique cars, wild 
West re-enactments of 1870s-era shoot outs, an 
equestrian event, multiple “fashion shows” 
of both historically inspired and authentic 
clothing, and live entertainment around the 
plaza. Exhibits and vendors at Mile High 
Middle School will showcase the “Old West, 
Wild West and New West” that is Prescott.

For an unsurpassed Prescott party, plan 
ahead to attend the 150th birthday festivities. 
From sun-up to sundown, there’ll be plenty 
to do in this old West, wild West, and new 
West Territorial Capital.

CORPORATE
SPONSORS
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‘Beasts’ Exhibit to Open in June
Members-Only Preview on Friday, June 20

The eye-opening beginning of Sharlot Hall Museum’s exhibit 
“Beasts!” – is an almost 11,000-year-old block of mud holding the 

bones of an ancient elephant – Mammut americanum, a mastodon.  
One of only three ever found in Arizona, the beast roamed Yavapai 

County, meeting its end in a river bed.  
Hard times contributed to the death of this juvenile male – a time 

when extreme drought spread across the Southwest at the end of the 
last Ice Age. 

The exhibit opens to the public on Saturday, June 21, but a preview 
event will be available to Museum Members on Friday, June 20, from 
5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Clovis Hunters 
Part of Museum’s
Prehistory Exhibits
Wedged between Ice-Age beasts 

and Stone-Aged real estate, 
Sharlot Hall Museum’s prehistory 
exhibits begin long before the West 
was written.

North of Prescott, scouts from 
a First-American band of Clovis 
hunters engage dire wolves – part 
of the danger of exploring an empty, 
uncharted land. 

Resurrecting the “Beasts!” 
exhibit mastodon, fine 

artists Judith Durr-Kull 
and Roger Kull carefully 

conserve the encased giant.

Almost 11,000 years of mud holds the 
bones of this Mammut americanum 
- or mastodon. This encased giant is 

featured in the new “Beasts!” exhibit.
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Thank You for Your Support
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CORPORATE 
 SPONSORS

CURATOR’S CIRCLE
Harry and Debbie Allen
David Alec Babbitt and 

 Karen Spear
Colleen and Joe Babcock
Richard and Diane Belveal
Dewey and Ida Born
Barbara Burton
Thomas and Wendy Collins
Bob and Kay Cornett
Lawrence and   

Beverly  Dandurand
Ralph and Christy Dinsman
William Ehrig
Allan Englekirk and 

 Catherine Mount

Eloise Esser
Steven Gaber and  

Patricia Bruneau-Gaber
Bob and Cathy Gessner
Edward and Ellen Gouvier
Barbara Indra
Kenneth Jackson and   

Gina Kritchevsky
Kenson Construction
Robert Koktavy
Robert and Nancy Kravetz
Orme and Elizabeth Lewis
Richard and Lois Longfield
John and Ruth Lysak

Robert and Barbara Mariano
William and Carol Miller
Paul and Jean Nebel
Timothy and Martha Rooney
David Stringer
James Swenson and   

Ann Hansen
Janet Travis
Naomi and John 

 VanDomelen
Fred and Sally Veil
Andrew Wallace
James and Ellen Williams
John and Martha Wolff

LEGACY CIRCLE
Jeri Smith-Fornara

SHARLOT’S CIRCLE
Bill and Annabelle Pedersen
James Van Zeyl

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Norman and   

Maureen  Dobiesz
Bryan and Pearl Grapentine
Earlene Hunt
Patricia McKlem

Eugene and Alicia Scott
Lois Smith and Nancy Marks
Peter and Betty Smith
Edward and Vera Williams

HERITAGE CIRCLE
AAS, Yavapai Chapter
Catherine Asimakis
Jennifer Bartos
Jerry and Dorothy Bengtson
Larry and Carol Bessel
Joan Bigley
Jim and Valda Bryant
Eugene and Marilyn  C hesson
Thomas and   

Katherine  Cornelius
Norman and   

Barbara  Delucchi
Brigitte Dickinson
Kenneth Edwards
Marion Elliott
James Fouch
George Fuller
David and   

Eleanor  Frederiksen
Robert and Jean Gaeddert
Robert and Helen Gasko
Philip and Helene Gross
J. Robert Grossenbacher and 

Ted Patterson
Charles and   

Christina  Hastings 

Michael and   
Mariela  Hastings

Jim and Judi Heidkamp
Kirk Henningsen
Karen and Robert Hodges
Philip and Sharon James
Edward and Mary Kofron
John and Nancy Lambert
John Langellier
Kenneth and Karen Leja
Dick and Lynne Lewis
Lauren Looney
David and Kathleen Mecca
Melodie Merino
Jill Pfister and   

Gordon  Wingard
James and Doris Pool
Mike and Sharon Popowniak
P.C. and Pat Potter
Beryl Rae
Hardy and Katie Rose
Richard and Bi Sallomi
Edward and Virginia Seaver
William and Jeanne Sellers
Stanley and Janice Steiner

Dave Stoller and   
Janet  Lincoln 

Peter and Gail Van Horsen
Kathryn Vines
Robert Viscount and  

Vicky McLane
Barbara Wich
Andrew and Vivian Williams
Fulton and Nancy Wright
Larry and Priscilla Wright
John and Tamara Zivic
Todd Zuercher

CORPORATE 
 SPONSORS

“Territorial Dinner”
Allegra Printing
The Daily Courier
Kenson Construction
Murphy’s Restaurant
Prescott Brewing Company
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Lectures in March and April
Celebrate Women’s Histo-

ry Month by learning more 
about women’s tradition of writ-
ing diaries.  

Professor Judy Nolte Temple, 
from the University of Arizona, 
who has studied women’s diaries 
for most of her career, will speak 
about 19th century women’s di-
aries and the lively diarist ‘Mim’ 
Walsh.  

‘Mim’, an Irish immigrant, kept 
a journal for 50 years, describing 
her heartfelt experiences as she 
adapted to life in Arizona. This presentation will take place 
on March 22 at 2 p.m. in the Museum Library and Archives, 
115 S. McCormick.  

In April, Rhonda Davis, Ph.D., will discuss the Chinese 
community and their history in Prescott.  Dr. Davis has re-

searched Chinese history 
throughout the West and 
will share her knowledge 
on April 19 at 2 p.m. in 
the Sharlot Hall Museum 
Library and Archives.  

In Territorial Prescott, 
Chinese residents owned 
land and businesses, 
sued and were sued, 
fought, gambled, and ful-
ly participated in the cul-
tural growth of the town.  
Prescott’s Chinatown 
was a hub of activity for 
Chinese and non-Chi-
nese alike. 

This talk will comple-
ment the upcoming Shar-
lot Hall Museum exhibit, 
Behind Whiskey Row: 
an Archaeological Dis-
covery on Granite Street.  
This exhibit, examining 
a lesser known part of 
town, displays many ob-
jects found during an ar-

chaeological dig on the site of Prescott’s current parking 
garage. The dig led to the recovery of objects related to the 
town’s Chinese population as well as its “dens of iniquity.”  
It provides insight into subject matter not seen in popular 
history books.

Judy Nolte Temple 
...discusses women’s tra di-
tion of writing diaries during 
Women’s History Month.

The Chinese community and its influence and his-
tory in Prescott are part of lecture series for April.

Education Dept. Moves 
Forward with Training, Tours
Volunteer training at the Sharlot Hall Muse-

um is taking place every Thursday morn-
ing, with an enthusiastic group of approximate-
ly 20 new volunteers. They are interested in 
many facets of Museum work and will be join-
ing the 250 plus active volunteers who make the 
museum run.  Included in this group are people 
who plan to work in the Archives, Curatorial 
Services, Museum Store, as well as new docents 
and tour guides.

Sharlot Hall Museum tour guides are happy 
to welcome new trainees for the busy Spring 
and Summer seasons, when most of our tours 
are scheduled.  February was also a busy month, 
but March-April-May promise to be the most 
active months of the year, as dozens of young 
students tour the Sharlot Hall Museum campus. 
Contact Mary Melcher (445-3122 ext. 29) for de-
tails on Education tours and volunteer training.

Students listen intently as tour guide Duane Atteberry describes the 
history and importance of the Governor’s Mansion before going inside.

Fourth-graders 
exam the garden 
sundial during 
a recent visit to 
the Museum.
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Museum Store Offers Books, Posters,
One-of-a-Kind Specialties
When entering the recently painted Victorian Bashford House, visitors 

become impressed with the wide range of items available for sale at 
the Museum Store.  From books to jewelry, posters to Sesquicentennial keep-
sakes, the range of 
items is impressive. 
Stop by the Store for 
a discovery shop-
ping spree of eclec-
tic and novel gift 
ideas.
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Quilters Celebrate Juried Show: A Hundred Years, A Hundred Quilts
The mission of the Museum is to collect, preserve and 

exhibit objects related to local history. Sometimes it 
is an “old” object and sometimes it is new or nearly new. 
Uniqueness is sometimes the very thing that is the driving 
force behind acquiring something for the object collection.

In the case of the Schoolhouse Quilt donated by the Heri-
tage Quilt Study Group of the Sharlot Hall Museum, it was 

new, but significant to our area. While these ladies are con-
stantly quilting and are here every Tuesday in the Trans-
portation Building working on quilts, this was out of the 
ordinary. They designed it as a competition quilt.

The competition was an exhibit done by Arizona Histor-
ical Society, Southern Division, to commemorate the Ari-
zona State centennial in 2012.  “One Hundred Years, One 
Hundred Quilts” was a juried show that drew hundreds of 
quilts from around the state. An impartial jury picked the 
quilts that would be shown for a year in Tucson.

After the year was up, these quilts were made available 
to museums around the state for exhibition. 

We chose the quilts from Yavapai County for an exhibi-
tion that ran four months and featured not only the School-
house quilt, but two others by a member of the Heritage 
Quilt Study Group.

The Collections Committee considered that this was one 
of the “best of the best” and was an excellent example of 
the efforts of the people of Arizona to celebrate and com-
memorate 100 years. 

One of many quilt designs submitted to the juried show.

A small inventory
 of posters from the 2005

Arizona Cowboy Poets Gathering, 
entitled “What a Ride,” were 
recently discovered and made 
available for purchase.  Only 

11 remain and are available at 
the Museum Store, along with 

other Sesquicentennial items 
and  jewelry.  Museum Members 

receive a discount at the Store. 

The Museum Store offers 
many specialty items, in-
cluding the ones picture here, 
which are:  Reproduction 
housewares of pioneer and 
Victorian times;  nostalgic 
candy and other food items 
in Sharlot’s Pantry; colorful 
garden decorator vases; wind 
chimes and elegant floral note 
cards; watches and jewelry in 
Southwestern and Victorian 
designs; books for all ages; 
and Prescott Sesquicentennial 
items (mug, commemorative 
coin, token, and more). 
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EVENTS
Coming events from mid-March through the end of 2014 at 
Sharlot Hall Museum and Fort Whipple Museum include:

22 MARCH - Saturday - 2 p.m. An Immigrant’s Strug-
gles: The Diary of Irish/American “Mim” Walsh, 

Museum Library & Archives. An illustrated presentation 
by University of Arizona Professor Judy Nolte Temple.

19 APRIL - Saturday - 2 p.m.  Chinese Community in 
Territorial Prescott. Chinese residents owned land 

and businesses, fought, gambled, and fully participated 
in the cultural growth of the town and region. This talk 
will preview the upcoming “Behind Whiskey Row” ex-
hibit. Library & Archives, 115 S. McCormick Street.

1 MAY - Thursday - Museum hours expand for Sum-
mer - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mondays through Saturdays, 

and 12 noon to 4 p.m. Sundays.

30 MAY - Friday - Territorial Dinner. Celebrating the 
Sesquicentennial of Prescott as the Territorial Cap-

ital of Arizona. Catered dinner on the Museum grounds, 
live demonstrations, re-enactments, and ‘birthday gifts’ 
to all ticketed attendees. 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$75 per person available at Museum Store.

30 MAY to JUNE 1 - Friday-Sunday - 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
PRESCOTT SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.  

Join in the weekend of activities at Sharlot Hall Muse-
um and the downtown courthouse plaza.  Begins Friday 
after noon at the courthouse and continues late-night and 
all-day Saturday and Sunday. 

7-8 JUNE - Saturday & Sunday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.. 
41st Annual Folk Arts Fair.

11 JUNE - Wednesday - Sharlot Hall Museum Day.

20 JUNE - Friday - 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Members 
only Preview: Beasts of the Pleistocene perma-

nent exhibit at the Lawler Exhibit Center of the Museum. 

21 JUNE - Saturday - 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Beasts of 
the Pleistocene opening of all-new premier of an 

exciting, permanent exhibit at the Lawler Exhibit Center 
of the Museum. 

12-13 JULY - Saturday & Sunday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
- 17th Annual Prescott Indian Arts Market.

23 AUGUST - Saturday - Prescott Crush: 99 Bottles of 
Wine at the Hall wine tasting and fundraiser.

4-5 OCTOBER - Saturday & Sunday - 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 36th Annual Folk Music Festival.

6 DECEMBER - Saturday - Frontier Christmas - a trip 
back to Christmas long ago (to the 1860s) at the Muse-

um;  Carolers, interactive demonstrations ring in the hol-
idays. 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
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	 Check	out	the	new	website
www.sharlot.org

	...and	‘like’	us	on
			Facebook.com/Sharlot	Hall	Museum

R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D

Folk Arts Festival, June 7-8 
Celebrate crafts and amusements from the past at the 

Sharlot Hall Museum Folk Arts Fair on Saturday and 
Sunday, June 7-8, 2014.  Experience the Village of Traditions, 
while learning about essential skills in Territorial Arizona.

The two-day event includes demonstrations of quilting, 
weaving, tatting, crocheting, as well as basket weaving. 
Watch crafts people do woodworking and chair caning; 

watch wool shearing and see it spun 
and woven. There will be demonstra-
tions of fiber dying and lace making, 
plus an antique auto show for car buffs.  
Children will enjoy a petting zoo and 

craft tables where they can make corn husk dolls, create 
their own cattle brands, and try tin punching or corn grind-
ing.  They can also play 19th-century lawn games.

Musical performances in the theater will feature old time 
banjo playing, American Indian flute music, and Genera-
tion, a youth string band.  Dutch-oven biscuits will be made 
on the premises and served with freshly churned butter.  
Other food will also be available for purchase.

Bring the entire family and experience the handiwork and 
talents from a simpler time in Arizona.  Call the Museum 
office for admission prices and details: (928) 445-3122. 


