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Director’s Notebook

For over a century and a half, the United 
States Army has had a presence in the Grand 
Canyon State. Scores of  forts, cantonments and 

camps provided military protection while contributing to the local 
economy and the social life in the areas that surrounded them. Most 
of  the often isolated outposts have long since disappeared, but some 
of  the garrisons continue to play a significant role in Arizona to this 
day. Fortunately, several of  these sites have museums where the past 
comes alive through exhibits and programs. 

This is the case for what became known as Whipple Barracks here 
in Prescott. When Union forces first came in the vanguard to assist 
in the establishment of  Arizona Territory on December 23, 1863, 
they took up temporary garrison duties in today’s Chino Valley at 
Fort Whipple. The fort was named in honor of  Lieutenant Amiel W. 
Whipple, who in 1853-54 led a military expedition through northern 
Arizona. By May 18, 1864, the post had been relocated to the banks of  
Granite Creek. The new fort also was designated as the headquarters 

of  the District of  Arizona while the former short-lived site in Chino 
Valley renamed Camp Clark after Surveyor General John A. Clark. 

For more than a quarter of  a century Fort Whipple served as a 
tactical base for the United States Army during conflict with Arizona’s 
native peoples. The outpost likewise evolved into an entertainment 
center for the Prescott area. During the war with Spain in 1898, it 
became the mustering point for some of  Teddy Roosevelt's Rough 
Riders.

As part of  celebrating Fort Whipple’s 150th anniversary, a sneak 
preview of  an amazing bronze statue (see story below) will be on 
display May 18, 2013 at the Bob Stump VA Center, where Sharlot 
Hall Museum maintains a branch facility in partnership with the 
Veteran’s Administration. Please join an impressive living history 
contingent for "Ordnance: Bullets, Bayonets, and Firearms" (see 
story on page 4).

Fort Whipple Celebrated

A Tribute to the Civil War Volunteers in Arizona 
With the upcoming 150th 

anniversary of  the arrival of  Union 
forces in Arizona Territory to 
establish the capitol in what was to 
become Yavapai County, sculptor 
Dave Venell’s incredible bronze 
will pay fitting tribute to the Union 
volunteers who contributed to our 
area’s rich history. Venell achieved 
a lifelong dream when he began 
sculpting in 2004. A self  taught 
artist, he is passionate for all forms 
of  art. He also loves history, and 
his ideas come from his interest in 
military history. Venell pays special 
attention to historical accuracy and 
detail in depicting the proper uniforms and 
equipment on all of  his pieces. He strives to 
create unique and dynamic sculptures that 
express a snapshot in time. 

Venell’s latest effort achieves all of  these 
goals. The figure accurately depicts a soldier of  
the First California Infantry in minute detail. 
This was one of  regiments that comprised 
the California Column when it marched 

out from Yuma to recapture 
what was then the New Mexico 
Territory from Confederate 
forces. The Column's rigorous 
march across the deserts of  the 
Southwest during the summer of  
1862 helped secure the territory 
and prevent further westward 
forays by the Confederates. 
Companies and detachments 
of  California Volunteers were 
stationed throughout the territory 
to maintain order and protect 
U.S. interests in the region while 
Federal attention was focused on 
the American Civil War. 

When word of  gold discoveries in central 
Arizona spread, California Volunteers 
marched westward across northern New 
Mexico and the newly formed Arizona 
Territory to investigate. The volunteers 
helped to establish Fort Whipple for the 
protection of  miners and immigrants and 
to open and maintain communications 
with Tucson, Santa Fe, and Fort Mojave. 

Following their service, the men of  the First 
California were discharged in Arizona and 
New Mexico rather than allowing them to 
return to Northern California. Many of  them 
remained in the territories, and subsequently 
participated in their early development. 
California Volunteers played a significant role 
in the earliest chapters of  Arizona history, 
the establishment of  Fort Whipple, and the 
opening of  the Arizona interior.

On May 18, you will have an opportunity 
to see for yourselves how well Venell has 
captured one of  these stalwart foot soldiers. 
The statue was cast by Bronzesmith Fine 
Art Foundry and Gallery, located in Prescott 
Valley. Over the past twenty-one years 
Bronzesmith has cast the work of  over 40 
of  the country’s most renowned artists. 
The foundry is currently working on the 
Arizona Centennial monument ‘Not-So-
Gentle Tamer” by Bob Boze Bell and Debbie 
Gessner, as well as Bil Keane’s “Giddy-up 
Daddy”.

☞ Fort Whipple Celebrated - Page 2
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For the latest information on upcoming events, please go to 
www.sharlot.orgCalendar of Events

New Admission Prices Begin in 2013
For the first time in nearly a decade, admission prices to visit Sharlot Hall Museum will see a slight increase beginning this summer.

Although the Museum has weathered numerous financial storms recently as the American economy continues to fluxuate, the time has 
come to increase admission fees. Doing so will not only assist the Museum financially, but also keep us on the competitive edge with other 
museums and attractions in the region. The new price structure also offers additional incentives to senior citizens and military personnel 
who previously were offered no discounts. Members will of  course continue to receive complimentary admission.

Beginning July 1, admission will be $7.00 for adults ages 18 to 64; $6.00 for seniors age 65 and over; $6.00 for military personnel with i.d. 
and $3.00 for children ages 13 to 17. Children age 12 and under will still receive free admission.

Sharlot Hall Museum Readies for 2013 Events
Wednesday, May 1 - Museum Summer Hours 
begin, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday - Saturday, 
Noon to 5 p.m. Sundays.

Sunday, May 5 - Skirting Traditions Lecture 
Series with Carol Osman Brown speaking on 
Patricia Myers, Museum Theater, 2 p.m. $3 
members, $5 non-members.

Saturday, May 11 - Arizona Living History 
Adventure: “An Agrarian Society”, Museum 
Grounds, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Saturday, May 18 - Frontier Arizona 
Experience: “Ordnance: Bullets, Bayonets, and 
Firearms”, Ft. Whipple, Bob Stump VA Center, 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. See article on page 2.

Sunday, May 19 - Skirting Traditions Lecture 
Series with Brenda Warneka speaking on 
Pauline Bates Brown, Museum Theater, 2 p.m. 
$3 members, $5 non-members.

Saturday & Sunday, June 1 & 2 - 40th Annual 
Folk Arts Fair, Museum Grounds. See article 
on page 4.

Monday, June 3 - Annual Members Meeting, 
Museum Grounds, 5:30—7 p.m.

Saturday, June 8 - Arizona Living History 
Adventure : “Tools of the Trade”, Museum 
Grounds, 10 am. - 3 p.m.

Sunday, June 16 - Skirting Traditions Lecture 
Series with Gail Bornfield speaking on Ellie 
Mattausch, Museum Theater, 2 p.m. $3 
members, $5 non-members.

Saturday, June 29 - Prescott Crush: 99 Bottles 
of Wine at the Hall. See article on page 4.

Sunday, June 30 - Skirting Traditions Lecture 
Series with Elizabeth Lewis speaking on Yndia 
Smalley Moore, Museum Theater, 2 p.m. $3 
members, $5 non-members.

Saturday, July 13 - Arizona Living History 

Adventure : “Making Do”, Museum Grounds, 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday, July 13 & 14 - Prescott 
Indian Art Market, Museum Grounds. See 
article on page 5.

Saturday, July 20 - “Military Campaigns: Forty 
Miles A Day on Beans and Hay” Ft. Whipple, 
Bob Stump VA Center, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday, July 28 - Skirting Traditions Lecture 
Series with Sheila Roe speaking on Betty 
Accomazzo, Museum Theater, 2 p.m. $3 
members, $5 non-members.

Saturday, August 3 - 8th Annual Western 
History Symposium in conjunction with 
Prescott Corral of the Westerners. Details to be 
announced.

Saturday, August 10 - Arizona Living History 
Adventure: “Too Hot to Cook Indoors”, Museum 
Grounds, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Saturday, August 17 - Frontier Arizona 
Experience: “Food: From Hardtack to High 
Tea”, Ft. Whipple, Bob Stump VA Center, 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.; 1st Annual “Sharlot’s 
Haul” bicycle ride fundraiser. Details to be 
announced.

Friday, September 6 - “Dining with the 
Dead” fundraiser in conjunction with 
Yavapai Cemetery Association. Details to be 
announced.

Saturday, September 14 - Arizona Living 
History Adventure : “Putting up the Bounty of 
the Garden”, Museum Grounds, 10 a.m. - 3 
p.m.

Saturday & Sunday, September 14 & 15 - 
5th Annual Prescott Western Heritage Days, 
Museum Grounds. Details to be announced.

Tuesday, October 1 - Museum Winter Hours 
begin, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday - Saturday, 
Noon to 4 p.m. Sundays

Saturday & Sunday, October 5 & 6 - 35th 
Annual Folk Music Festival, Museum Grounds. 
Music, food and entertainment round out this 
popular event. Details to be announced.

Saturday, October 12 - Arizona Living History 
Adventure: “To Market, To Market”, Museum 
Grounds, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Saturday, October 19 - Frontier Arizona 
Experience: “Cavalry Yellow and Infantry Blue: 
The Men and Women of Ft. Whipple”, Ft. 
Whipple, Bob Stump VA Center, 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m.

Saturday, November 9 - Arizona Living History 
Adventure: “Preparing for W inter”, Museum 
Grounds, 10 am. - 3 p.m.

Saturday, November 16 - Frontier Arizona 
Experience: “Military Ritual: Inspection, 
Guard Mount and Other Military Routines”, Ft. 
Whipple, Bob Stump VA Center, 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m.

Thursday, November 28 - Museum closed for 
Thanksgiving.

Saturday, December 7 - Frontier Christmas, 
Museum Grounds, 6 - 9 p.m. History 
reenactments, pioneer crafts, food and hot 
beverages.

Wednesday, December 25 - Museum closed 
for Christmas. Happy Holidays!

http://www.sharlot.org


Page 4 May/June 2013 • Sharlot Hall Museum Messenger 

If  you are a follower of  the Museum’s 
living history program, the Arizona History 
Adventure, and are wondering where it is, 
don’t worry! The event has simply gone to 
a seasonal rather than a year round schedule. 
Over the last couple of  years, the second 
Saturday of  the winter months have been 
extremely inhospitable for “living” in what 
is essentially an outdoor environment with 
temperatures in the 30s, snow and windy 
conditions. Because of  this it was decided 
in 2012 to use the same model that historic 
sites and living history museums in northern 
climates use, which was using the warmer 
months to have live programming.

Living history programming at the Fort 
Whipple Museum, the third Saturday of  the 
month, was adapted to the seasonal model 

as well. Instead of  being done on a quarterly 
basis as before, the programs will now run 
May through November (with the exception 
of  June) on the same format as the Arizona 
History Adventure. This third Saturday now 
has the title the Frontier Arizona Experience. 
While currently focusing on the frontier 
military experience, this program has the 
potential to be on the main campus as well, 
depending on the availability of  interpreters.

This season the Arizona History 
Adventure is being supported by a grant 
from the Arizona Humanities Council to 
produce four programs dealing with food 
on the frontier. The entire season is titled 
“Feeding the Frontier” and begins May 11th 
with the theme “An Agrarian Society”. This 
first presentation will show how people were 
tied primarily to locally produced food stuffs. 
Then on May 18, at Fort Whipple Museum, 
the season kicks off  with “Ordnance: Bullets, 
Bayonets, and Firearms." This will show 
firearms as well as other equipment and 
will feature Gatling guns from an Arizona 
collection. 

June has the Arizona History Adventure 

programming as “Tools of  the Trade” 
which will offer a close up look at everyday 
objects used to do household work. The 
living history program also is supporting 
the Museum’s 40th Annual Folk Arts Fair 
the first weekend in the month. Due to 
these back to back living history weekends 
there will not be live programming at Fort 
Whipple Museum in June.

Please check the schedule in this newsletter 
or go to the Museum website, www.sharlot.
org, for the dates and times of  programs for 
the season. The Arizona History Adventure 
generally runs from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
the Frontier Arizona Experience is 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. With new interpreters added to the 
cadre of  veteran interpreters, this year looks 
to be one not to miss.

Double Barrelled Living History

Sharlot Hall Museum is pleased to announce 
a new event for 2013! “Prescott Crush: 
99 Bottles of  Wine at the Hall”, a fun, 
fundraising event to benefit the Museum, 
is set to take place Saturday, June 29 from 
4 to 8 p.m. Local, regional and national 
wines will be featured and provided by 
the major distributors from around the 

state. Luscious wines from Arizona’s own 
vines will of  course be highlighted. Food, 
educational presentations, blues and jazz 
bands, and much more will make this an ideal 
complement to Frontier Days.  The cost will 
be $20 for ten samples, with proceeds going 
to the Museum. Please note that tickets 
will not be available in advance and will be 

sold ONLY at the door.  Come sip, savor, 
and support Sharlot Hall Museum for our 
85th Anniversary and help build the new 
Sharlot’s Depot to house our historic Porter 
steam engine! For more information, call the 
Museum at 928-445-3122.

Visitors to the Museum enjoy learning about 
times of  old during the monthly Arizona History 
Adventure series.

The Museum’s numerous re-enactors even includes 
the younger crowd who constitute tomorrow’s stewards 
of  our history.

Events at Fort Whipple, located at the Bob Stump 
VA Center, provide insight to Arizona’s early 
military influence.

New Event!
Prescott Crush: 99 Bottles of Wine at the Hall
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When the first Folk 
Arts Fair was held in 
October of  1973, 
there was no one 
in the community 
who had preserved 
the many crafts and 
traditions that are a 
staple of  this event. 

While there is 
now a renaissance 
in various forms of  
hand work, as well 
as other traditional 
skills, that first 
year someone had 
to actually teach 
themselves how to 
use a tatting shuttle.

Our 40th Folk Arts 
Fair will transport 
you to a simpler time 
when the “Village of  Traditions” returns 
to the Museum campus on the weekend of  
June 1-2. This event transforms the Museum 
grounds into something of  a traditional 
19th century Arizona community featuring 
themed districts and emphasizing education, 
demonstration and hands-on experiences. 

This family-friendly heritage festival 
celebrates the traditional arts, crafts and 
entertainment of  central territorial Arizona. 
With some sixty exhibitors participating, the 
gathering accentuates learning, discovery, 
traditional children’s games and old-fashioned 
fun. Entertainment will be provided in both 
the amphitheater and the Main Gallery as 
well as by roving musicians and energetic 
dance groups. The fair will feature different 
areas of  the Museum campus devoted to 
related historical arts, crafts and trades. 

Since mining and agriculture were two of  
the big producers of  material wealth in the 
Prescott area, the outdoor Trades Area will 
feature gold panning and also an area with 
live animals raised by local families. While 
this is not a petting zoo, there will be many 
“critters” you can see up close and personal 
such as chickens, sheep and goats. There 
also will be a sheep shearing demonstration. 
Gold panning is a participatory event so 
wear clothing you can get wet and dirty in if  
you plan on panning.

 The “Clothing District” will demonstrate 

Folk Arts Fair: Forty Years and Still Going Strong

the many facets of  making clothing as well 
as hand work related to textiles. At the raw 
materials end of  the spectrum, spinners and 
weavers will be demonstrating how cloth was 
made. Live lace making crochet and tatting 
will show how decorative trims were created 
before machinery was invented to do those 
tasks. Creation of  the final product will be 
done by milliners creating ladies hats, as well 
as seamstresses working on period garments. 
Other hand work will be represented by 
quilting, rug hooking and counted cross-
stitch embroidery.

The “Craft District” is the place for people 
of  all ages to have fun making folk crafts. If  
corn husk dolls and kaleidoscopes aren’t your 
cup of  tea, we have candle dipping and tin 
punching for you to try. These are somewhat 
time consuming and have lines of  people 
during the middle of  the day waiting their 
turn, so please plan your visit to the Museum 
accordingly. If  you come early and stay late, 
there should be no problem in doing all of  
the activities should that be your desire.

Activities that traditionally were gender 
based will have their own districts as well. In 
the “Folk Women District,” ladies will gather 
to show off  their amazing array of  folk art 
talents. This will include pine needle basket 
making and the creation of  hair art. In the 
“Folk Men District,” guys will be showing 
vintage military gear, doing wood carving, 

The 40th Annual Folk Arts Fair has plenty of  activities to involve the whole family.

hand-caning chairs 
and performing 
period leather work. 

As a special treat 
in the military realm, 
there will be a Gatling 
gun collection on 
display. Also in the 
men’s category, 
but at the opposite 
end of  the campus, 
will be the Prescott 
Antique Auto 
Club. A wonderful 
selection of  vintage 
automobiles will 
be on display, and 
volunteers will be 
operating several hit 
and miss engines.

In the “Food 
District” guests 

will get a glimpse, and a taste of, the art of  
cooking food in historical times. There will 
be hand butter churning, and the butter will 
be used to make Dutch oven-baked biscuits 
on site. You also will have an opportunity 
to use a metate and mano to grind corn such 
as was done in preshistoric times and is still 
being ground this way in some parts of  the 
world. 

As always, Living History interpreters 
will be on hand to enhance the village 
atmosphere. The Print Shop once again will 
be open and the hand presses operating. The 
Ranch House, Pioneer Living Area, Fort 
Misery and the Schoolhouse will be staffed 
by interpreters to tell you about pioneer life 
in territorial Arizona. Children’s games will 
include Graces, Ring Toss, Badminton and 
Checkers.

No matter if  you have been to the Folk 
Arts Fair before, or this is your first time, 
there will be plenty of  things to see and do 
this June first and second. Come and immerse 
yourself  and your family in the welcoming 
historic ambience at our 40th Folk Arts 
Fair. Daily admission is $3.00 for Museum 
members, $7.00 for adult non-members and 
free for those under 18. The Fair is open 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sunday.
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The 16th Annual Prescott Indian Art Market (PIAM) will be held 
on the shady grounds of  the Sharlot Hall Museum on Saturday 
and  Sunday, July 13 & 14. The cool Museum gardens provide a 
beautiful setting for this display of  impressive American Indian 
art from numerous vendors. Booths will be spread throughout 
the campus for visitors to enjoy and purchase authentic art in 
a large variety of  mediums. Featured are exquisite carvings, 
ceramics, sculpture, paintings, hand- woven baskets, blankets 
and distinctive jewelry. Artists who produce traditional and 
contemporary artwork are juried by fellow certified American 
Indian artists. Due to its overwhelming popularity, PIAM is 
proud to be one of  the Southwest’s premier Indian art markets.

This year’s sponsors include Talking Rock, Bucky’s and Yavapai 
Casinos, and the City of  Prescott. The market will feature over 
80 returning artists, plus several new artisans. Feel free to walk 
among American Indian demonstrators as they carve Katsina 
dolls, paint, hammer silver and weave baskets and rugs. Guests 
will be welcome and encouraged to visit with the artists and find 
out more about their crafts. Entertainment also will be provided 
throughout the weekend in the outdoor amphitheater by Native 
American dancers, singers and musicians. Plenty of  food will be 
on hand as well; the mouth-watering Navajo fry bread is a crowd 
favorite!

Gerry Quotskuyva is this year’s featured artist. Gerry, a Hopi 
from Second Mesa, is an award winning artist and nationally 
recognized through public television, books, exhibits, and 
commissions, including a permanent collection for Xavier 
University in Ohio. His work includes Katsina carvings, bronze 
sculptures and paintings. Gerry’s unique interpretation of  Hopi 
art incorporates the Hopi symbolism of  clouds and rain. 

The market will take place on the Sharlot Hall Museum 
grounds from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, and 9a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Sunday. Admission is $10.00 general public and $8 for Museum 
members. Children age 18 and under are free. For the comfort 
and safety of  others and yourself, please remember that only 
service animals are allowed. For information call Sandy Lynch at 
928-445-3122, extension 28, and updates will be posted on the 
Museum website at www.sharlot.org, as well as on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/PIAM.4U 

Don't Miss the 16th Annual

Nanabah Aragon is an internationally-known Navajo Weaver. In 2002 she 
was chosen to demonstrate her talents at the Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. A PIAM founding artist, Nanabah has attended the market every year 
since its inception in 1998. We will look forward to seeing her again this year.

Everyone gets in on the fun at the annual Prescott Indian Arts Market!

http://www.sharlot.org
http://www.facebook.com/PIAM.4U
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Corporate Members

Thank You for Your Support
Legacy Circle
Jeri Smith-Fornara
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James Van Zeyl
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Earlene Hunt &  Agnes Franz
Patricia McKlem
Eugene & Alicia Scott
Lois Smith &  Nancy Marks
Peter & Betty Smith
Marjory West
Edward & Vera Williams

Curator’s Circle
Harry & Debbie Allen
David Alec Babbitt &  Karen Spear
Barbara Burton
Thomas & Wendy Collins
Bob & Kay Cornett
Ralph & Christy Dinsman
William Ehrig
Allan Englekirk & Catherine Mount
Eloise Esser
Bob & Cathy Gessner
Bryan & Pearl Grapentine
Barbara Indra
Kenneth Jackson
Alan & Wendy Kenson
Kenson Construction
Robert Koktavy
Dr. Robert & Nancy Kravetz
Dr. John Langellier
Orme & Elizabeth Lewis
Richard & Lois Longfield

Robert & Barbara Mariano
William & Carol Miller
Paul & Jean Nebel
Timothy & Martha Rooney
James Swenson & Ms Ann Hansen
Janet Travis
Naomi & John V&omelen
Andrew & Bernice Wallace
John & Martha Wolff

Heritage Circle
AAS, Yavapai Chapter
Catherine Asimakis
Shirley Avery &  Amy Hurst
Colleen Babcock
Richard & Diane Belveal
Jerry & Dorothy Bengtson
Larry & Carol Bessel
Joan Bigley
Dewey & Ida Born
Harry & Dorothy Caseldine
Eugene & Marilyn Chesson
Thomas & Katherine Cornelius
Norman & Barbara Delucchi
Brigitte Dickinson
Marion Elliott
David & Eleanor Frederiksen
Steven Gaber &  Patricia Bruneau-Gaber
Robert & Jean Gaeddert
Robert & Helen Gasko
Robert & Diane Greninger
Charles & Christina Hastings
Jim & Judi Heidkamp
Karen & Robert Hodges
William Huston
Dr. Philip & Sharon James
Edward & Mary Kofron
William & Jane Kowalewski

Damon & Susan Lamb
John & Nancy Lambert
Dick & Lynne Lewis
Bill & Lauren Looney
John & Ruth Lysak
David & Kathleen Mecca
Mike Milroy &  Zerilda Browning
Pamela Mundy
Jack & Jane Orr
Jill Pfister &  Gordon Wingard
Bill & Kay’s Tastebuds Pizza
James & Doris Pool
Mike & Sharon Popowniak
P.C. & Pat Potter
Beryl Rae
Melodie Merino &  Benjamine Ramirez
James & Suzanne Robb
Jim & Leann Rodkey
Hardy & Katie Rose
Dr.  Richard & Bi Sallomi
Joseph & Anna Scherzer
Edward & Virginia Seaver
William & Jeanne Sellers
Mark Smith
John & Shiela Solomon 
Dave Stoller &  Janet Lincoln
Joanne Vancore
Fred & Sally Veil
Kathryn Vines
Robert Viscount
Barbara Wich
Andrrew & Vivian Williams
Edward R. Williams
Richard & Randi Wise
Dr. Fulton & Nancy Wright
Larry & Priscilla Wright
Todd ZuercherJeri Smith-Fornara &

David Fornara Family Trust

In Sharlot’s Own Words: 

The Dream of a Museum
Eighty five years ago, a schoolgirl’s dream was fulfilled:

“I was a school girl in Prescott and there was a grayt-bearded 
man in the old log house…The sweetest and saddest story 
he told was of a lovely young bride who had lived in the old 
house…Her husband had been our second governor…in our 
school books we pressed little red roses from a bush under 
the window—a bush which the young bride had carried all the 
way from her eastern home and planted beside the pine logs.

Even then I had a dream—that someday I might live in the 
big log house…

A few months at school—then I was back on the cattle ranch—
but the old man’s stories had lighted a fire that was never to 
die in my heart…

So keen was the dream that the owners…were often asked 
the price—and it was always beyond the wildest dreams of a 
girl on a little cattle ranch.”

On June 11, 1928, Sharlot Mabridth Hall welcomed the first 
official guest to her museum. A year earlier she had written 
to the City of Prescott seeking lease of the “old Governor’s 
House” to establish a museum. The lease was granted; 
however, it required a year of intense, difficult work to 
transform the Governor’s Mansion from its deteriorated state 
into a small, simple museum. With support from the people 
of Prescott and 
Yavapai County, 
Sharlot continued to 
develop the museum. 
Before its tenth 
anniversary she wrote:

“…after I had spent everything out of the old home ranch 
and the cattle left when Father died, the Federal Work 
Projects came along like Aladdin’s lamp. They gave us the 
big stone building [the Sharlot M. Hall Building] and set in 
place Fort Misery and have allotted us workmen from the log 
ranch house…”

Today we, the citizens of Prescott, Yavapai County, and the 
State of Arizona, must be the “Aladdin’s lamp” to sustain 
fulfillment of the schoolgirl’s dream and support continued 
development of the museum that carries out Sharlot’s vision.
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FLASH! FLASH! FLASH!

http://www.sharlot.org/events/yearlistevents/2012/11/30
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In conjunction with the “Yavapai 
County Quilts: A Centennial Showcase” 
which is currently on exhibit in the 
Museum Theater, the Museum Gift 
Shop is carrying one-of-a-kind hand 
made quilts for sale.

These most unique items are being 
made by the Heritage Quilt Study Group, 
the Museum’s own gathering of  volunteer 
quiltmakers. The group works together 
each Tuesday in the Transportation 
Building. Their hand-sewn quilts are then 
donated to the Museum store for sale 
to the public. A variety of  shapes and 
patterns make up each piece to make 
vibrant and beautiful wall hangings and 
table runners. Inventory is ever-changing, 
so make sure to check with us often to 
see what new quilts are in stock!

The Gift Shop is also pleased to 
introduce a new book title, Damn Those 
Mules: 235 Miles Back Into History on the Old 
General Crook Trail. This fun little tome 

is written by Mary Wilson Allen, who with her friend Barbara “Bob” 
Allen traversed General George Crook’s original trail by horseback in 

Heritage Quilts Available at Gift Shop

Museum Store

NEWS

Handmade quilts from the 
Heritage Quilt Study Group 
grace the fireplace mantle in the 
Museum Gift Shop, located in 
the historic Bashford House.

Do you want to learn about the latest 
information gathered by Museum staff  
and dedicated volunteers? Whether you 
have never volunteered, or even if  you are 
a seasoned volunteer, these classes are both 
exciting and informative. They will provide 
excellent windows into the past as well as 
the future of  the Museum. You‘ll have a 
chance to discuss a way variety of  topics with 
highly capable instructors and socialize with 
fellow classmates who share your thirst for 
knowledge.  

All volunteers receive training and 
invitations to interesting lecture series’, as 
well as the opportunity to participate in field 
trips to the Smoki and Phippen Museums 
and other places. Learn the history of  
Sharlot Hall herself, the Museum buildings, 
Native American history, and much, much 
more. Take a peek at the behind the scenes 
operations of  the Museum including 
collections management and the stories 
behind each exhibit. It’s all here, waiting for 

you to learn and participate in!
The Museum can’t continue without 

dedicated volunteers. We want you to be part 
of  our family both at Sharlot Hall Museum 
and Ft. Whipple, so please join us. Contact 
Gayle Yungman at gayley@sharlot.org or call 
445-3122 ext. 18 to register for this incredible 
Arizona History Adventure.  

1987. The book chronicles the women’s efforts to plan the trip, as 
well as their adventures along the way. News articles from the time, 
photographs and reproductions of  the letters exchanged to make this 
unique journey are included. The book is for sale now in the Gift 
Shop and costs $12.00.

WE WANT YOU!
To Volunteer! Don’t forget about Ft. Whipple! Located at the 

Bob Stump VA Center, Ft. Whipple is a satellite 
Museum site that shouldn’t be missed!

Sharlot Hall Museum has numerous events during 2013 to suit 
all interests in Arizona’s fascinating history. An updated list of  
all ongoing events are available on the Museum webpage.


